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THE BIG QUESTION 


WHAT BIRD WOULD YOU LIKE TO 


ATTRACT TO YOUR GARDEN? 


Matt Merritt: Song Thrush 
- there are plenty of snails for 
them to get stuck into! 


Steve Wiltshire extols 
the virtues of a visit to 
north Norfolk and 
highlights the birding 
hotspots to head for on 
page 35 

Renowned bird author 
Dominic Couzens 

tells a fascinating story of 
a seemingly 

unremarkable bird - the 
Collared Dove. Page 41 

Bird guide Ruth Miller 

comes face to face with a 
number of great birds, 
including one called 
Maria, on a trip to 
Ecuador on page 44 

The Urban Birder 
David Lindo heads to 
the Danish capital 
Copenhagen for some 
city birdwatching on 
page 84 


Mike Roberts 
production editor 

has put up a couple of 
new nestboxes in 
preparation for the birds 
prospecting for sites! 


Bird 

Watching 


MEET THE TEAM 


The next time you see a 
Pintail, says bird guide 
Ian Parsons, make sure 
you fully appreciate the 
amount of miles it clocks 
up in its lifetime. P20 


f 


Welcome 


GET IN TOUCH: 

Bird Watching, Media House, 

Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA 


Sign up for our 200 Bird Year challenge! 

birdwatching.co.uk/my200 


birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk 


facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag 


Mike Weedon 
assistant editor 

has been in Serbia, 
enjoying what could best 
be described as a bit of 
urban birding Page 14 


OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Putting up nestboxes 
may help reverse the 
massive decline of 
Spotted Flycatchers in 
recent decades 


Matt Merritt, editor 


Mike Weedon: I missed two 
local Rose-coloured Starlings in 
2018, so I fancy a garden one! 


Mike Roberts: Goldfinch, 
such lovely birds which are 
regulars in my parents’ garden. 


nother summer has 
ended, and in my own 
garden, it’s been another 
good breeding season for 
the Blue Tits, who use the 
nestboxes we put up, as well as the 
feeders. But I’ve been thinking more 
and more about how to start helping 
other birds, at home and elsewhere. 
Sadly, many species, such as the Spotted Flycatcher, are in 
catastrophic decline. I haven’t seen one of the latter close 
to home, this year. But there are sites where they really 
ought to be, a couple of them council-owned; so I’m going 
to encourage the council to put up suitable nestboxes in 
time for next year. 

On page 24, we’ve got the first of a two-part feature on 
helping birds, packed full of tips on how you can make a 
difference. So, in between enjoying one of the best birding 
months of the year, take a few minutes to 
see what you can do. Every little 
helps, as the saying goes. 


^SUBSCRIBE 

TO BIRD 
WATCHING 
FOR ONLY 
£3.90 A 
MONTH 
- PAGE 18, 


^ uf biubir's s root 
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FEATURES 


20 Perfect Pintail 

Life can be tough for this 
remarkable duck, but it’s worth 
making the effort this winter to add 
one to your #My200BirdYear list 

24 How to help birds 

Top tips on how to get more birds 
and other wildlife into your garden, 
and then how you can help them 
survive once they’re there 

35 Visit north Norfolk 

Get the most out of your next visit to 
this birders’ paradise by following 
our guide to the best areas to seek 
out great birds! 

41 Collared Dove 

The story of how this bird’s 
population has exploded all over the 
world is one you won’t want to 
miss! Dominic Couzens tells all 

44 A girl named Maria... 

A trip to Ecuador reaped many 
rewards for Ruth Miller - including 
the sighting of a Giant Antpitta 
named Maria! 
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Excellent Ecuador 

With a diverse landscape and 
impressive species’ list, birding 
in this South American country 
can be nothing short of magical! 

Somerset birding 

There’s much to enjoy in 
Somerset, from sensational 
Starling murmurations to 
wetland wonders 

84 Urban Birder 

David Lindo heads to the ‘cool’ 
city of Copenhagen to enjoy 
some great urban birding 

Highland highlights 
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the New Year, with a trip to the 
Scottish Highlands 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 

PURPLE 
SANDPIPER 


Here is, yet again, one of those ‘forgotten’ birds, which 
seem out of the minds of most birdwatchers, most of the 
time. In the case of the subtly beautiful Purple Sandpiper, 
there are a few reasons for this. Firstly, they are fairly 
scarce (by the standards of regular wintering waders), 
with up to 13,000 wintering individuals (compare that 
with, for instance, 50,000 Turnstones, 40,000 
Sanderlings, or 34,000 Ringed Plovers). Secondly, they 
are localised to the specialised habitat of rocky coasts, 
rarely seen away from these areas. Finally, they are dark in 
plumage and unobtrusive, spending lots of time not 
moving much and blending with the rocky background. 

So, we tend to forget about Purple Sandpipers until we 
think we may need another tick on an autumn to spring 
day list (although, there are actually less than a handful of 
nesting pairs in Scotland). It is not that they are 
unattractive, though; on the contrary, they are charming, 
dumpy, even handsome, sandpipers, with a charisma all of 
their own. Purple Sandpipers are quite large for Calidris 




BIRDING 


sandpipers, notably larger than the similarly-shaped 


Dunlin; closer to Knot in size. They are a subtle ‘purple’ 


grey with a white belly and bright orange legs (though 
breeding adults have dark legs). 









Sandpiper nesting 
sites are secret! 




DID YOU 
KNOW? 


With fewer than five 
breeding pairs in 
Scotland, Purple 
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FIVE TO FIND IN OCTOBER 


October is the best month of 
the year. Some may argue for 
May, April, or even September. 
But October is the real best 
birders’ month (at least until 
next spring, when we will 
champion April and May!). 
Here are five of the 100s of 
birds you can see this month! 


1 TEMMINCK’S STINT 4 : 

The tiny Temminck’s Stint is one of those birds which, paradoxically, are best identified by 
their lack of features. The tiny size is the first big clue to its identity, but there are other very 
small waders, notably the Little Stint, and also the so-called ‘peeps’ from North America. So, 
concentrate on the dull grey-brown plumage, the almost mini-Common Sandpiper pattern 
and shape, the creeping gait, and the pale greenish-yellow legs (which can be hard to see 
well). Of the titchy American peeps, only the very rare Least Sandpiper has yellow legs, but 
this is an altogether more long-legged, perky and well-marked bird than the Temminck’s 
Stint. Look for Temminck’s Stints (juvenile shown below) particularly in the east of the 
southern half of the country, creeping round the vegetated margins of freshwater pools and 
pits or marshes. They are scarce and elusive, so need a bit of work to tease out. 



twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag 



facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag 


RARITY RATINGS 

Common, widely distributed 
JkJtr Localised - always a treat 
jT Very scarce or rare 





WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 

Two subspecies of White-fronted Goose winter in the UK. The nominate 


DID YOU 
KNOW? 


Birds of the subspecies 
albifrons are also 
called Russian 
White-fronted Geese. 
Don’t be confused! 





race albifrons, also known as the European White-fronted Goose (which 
breed in Siberia) is slightly smaller, and has a pink bill and paler plumage. 
Greenland White-fronted Geese (subspecies flavirostris; which, of course, 
breed in Greenland) have heavier, orange bills, and longer darker necks. 
The latter are found in greatest numbers in western Scotland (eg on Islay), 
while the former are found in southern England and elsewhere (where the 
Greenland race is very scarce). Both subspecies are small grey geese (much 
smaller than Greylags), with distinctive but variable black belly bands and 
(in adults) white ‘fronts’ (the ‘face’just behind the eye) and orange legs. 
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YOURBIRDING MONTH 



LITTLE AUK * 


The tiny Little Aukis another of those birds which seems to be easily forgotten by many 
birdwatchers. This is largely because it is a bird which occurs sporadically, at the whim of 
the weather. Storms in the North Sea bring these tiddlers closer to our shores (especially, 
of course, those which face that sea). In some Octobers, they may pass coastal watchpoints 
in substantial numbers, or be wrecked’ onto the shore or even inland waterbodies. Look for 


a chunky, tiny-billed, black-and-white auk, only about the size of a Starling! 



4 LAPLAND BUNTING 


The Lapland Bunting is a scarce winter visitor to the U K 
(only about 700 individuals each winter), appearing from 
September onwards. They are large, open-faced’, 
long-winged, ground-hugging buntings 
(or ‘longspurs’ as the Americans would 
say), which shuffle around picking 
seeds in a similar manner to 
Snow Buntings, mainly 
close to the coast. 


c? 

> 


GO 




GREAT NORTHERN DIVER 

Unlike the smaller Red-throated and Black-throated Divers, the Great 
Northern Diver (rudely called the Common Loon in North America) is 
not a U K breeder. To be fair to our friends on the other side of the pond, 
the bulk of this spectacular bird’s breeding distribution is in Canada, 
spreading across to southern Greenland, Iceland and Svalbard. More 

than 2,000 do winter around our coasts, however, and autumn is 
a great time to add one to your list. Big and chunky, 
with a heavy bill and a clearly defined dark half-collar 
on the neck, ID is reasonably straightforward, but 
make sure to rule out non-breeding Black-throated 
Diver (as well as juvenile Cormorant!). 



RARITY 

PREDICTOR 


Each month, we take a free hit of a guess at 
what very rare birds may occur in the U K 
during the given month. Like these three... 



COMMON 
NIGHTHAWK 

This very rare American 
nightjar (with only 
about 20 UK 
records) has 
a massive 
bias of occurrence to the Isles 
of Scilly, though occurrences 
in Nottinghamshire and 
London show that they 
could potentially turn up 
anywhere! September and 
October are the months 
to seek them. 



EASTERN CROWNED WARBLER 

Since the first accepted record of this 
Phylloscopus warbler, as recently as October 
2009, at South Shields, Durham, there have 
been just three further records (all in October): 
one in Hertfordshire, one in Cleveland and one 
in East Yorkshire. 



SIBERIAN THRUSH 

There have only been a dozen accepted 
records of this rare thrush from, you 
guessed it, Siberia, in the UK. All those this 
millennium were on Shetland and all in late 
September or October. 
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WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


I Semipalmated 
I Sandpiper 

This small ‘peep’ or ‘stint’, depending on which 
side of the Atlantic you favour, is a rare but 
regular visitor across the pond to the U K. It 
gets its name from the half-webbings on its 
feet, which help (with an exceptionally good 
view) to separate it from, for example, the 
similar Little Stint. However, the main 
confusion species is the Western Sandpiper 
and, you guessed it, this is the only other ‘peep’ 
to have semi-palmated feet! 





PLOVERS 

IN NUMBERS 


UK wintering 
population of 
Ringed Plover , 


UK breeding population of 
Little Ringed Plover 


420,000 


From July onwards, small birds such as tits, warblers, Treecreepers, 
Goldcrests, some finches and woodpeckers, gather together in roving 
flocks, ever wandering to forage across woodlands and adjacent 
habitats. Different species have slightly different feeding strategies 
(eg Great Tits readily feed on the ground and Blue Tits feed higher up). 

WL . _ 




J* - • * • * * 

I 


I v *\ 




fieldcraft Foraging feeding flocks 


Woodpigeon 
droppings with 
berry seeds 

Anyone who keeps an eye out for such things will 
have seen little, seed-rich, reddish droppings, 
which look like some hideous jam. These little 
fruity messages are left by 
Woodpigeons, which have a 
voracious appetite for many foods, 
and especially fruits, such as berries. 


Number of Golden Plovers 
wintering in the UK 


Number of 
Grey Plovers 
wintering in 
the UK 


TRACKS & SIGNS 


MIRCEACOSTINA/ALAMY iSi|L OLIVER SMART/ALAMY MAJOR WILDLIFE/ALAMY 
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YOURBIRDING MONTH 


3 MORE TO SEE. 


Divers in flight 


There are three species of diver (or loon) seen regularly around our coasts in autumn and winter; and two, the Red-throated and 
Black-throated, which breed in small numbers in Scotland. In winter plumage they are quite similar (dark above and white below), 
but can usually be separated given good views, on the sea. In flight, things can get tricky however. All are strong fliers, powering 
directly, with outstretched neck, and feet projecting beyond ‘tail’. All have plain wings, lacking wing-bars. 






Red-throated 

Diver 

The smallest diver and the 
palest of the three regular 
species, with a pale head and 
white above the eye (visible only 
with a good view). The bill is fine 
and looks upturned, pointed up 
slightly in flight. Head often 
held below the level of the 
body, sometimes rocking in a 
vertical plain. 



Black-throated 

Diver 

The intermediate diver can be the 
hardest to confirm in flight. Grey¬ 
headed with a medium thick bill. 
Lacks the half-collar neck 
markings of the larger, chunkier 
Great Northern Diver. 


Great 

Northern 

Diver 

The largest of the regular 
divers, its size alone can be a 
big help in ID. The head is dark 
and can look angular, the neck 
thick and the bill long and 
robust. Look for the broad ‘half 
collar’ on neck. 


UK TIDES 
OCTOBER 

The times below are 
for high tide, when 
waders and wildfowl 
will be pushed closer 
to dry land... 


Find the location closest to 
your destination and add or 
subtract the hours and minutes 
from the high tide time at 
London Bridge, below. 


Date 

Time 

m 

Time 

m 

Tu 

03:15 

7.53 

1531 

7.56 

W 

03:56 

7.38 

16:10 

7.49 

Th 

0436 

710 

16:51 

7.25 

4F 

05:14 

6.71 

1732 

6.89 

Sa D 05:53 

6.31 

18:18 

6.48 

Su 

0637 

5.93 

19:13 

6.07 

M 

07:34 

5.60 

2024 5.78 

Tu 

08:57 

5.43 

21:47 

5.79 

W 

10:30 

5.64 

23:06 

6.11 

Th 1137 

6.07 



F 

00:06 

6.49 

1227 

6.45 

Sa 

00:51 

6.73 

13:06 

6.69 

Su 00127 

6.83 

13:42 

6.83 

M 

02:00 

6.87 

14:14 

6.93 

Tu 

0229 

6.91 

14:43 

7.01 

W 0257 

6.94 

15:13 

7.05 

Th 

0328 

6.89 

15:45 

7.01 

F 

04:00 

6.74 

16:18 

6.89 

Sa 

0433 

6.53 

16:54 

6.73 

Su 0509 

6.29 

1736 

6.54 

M a 0551 

6.04 

1827 

6.32 

Tu 

06:48 

5.79 

1936 

6.12 

W 

0809 

5.63 

21:08 

6.17 

Th 0950 

5.86 

2228 

6.54 

F 

11:07 

6.34 

23:36 

6.93 

Sa 



12:08 

6.79 

Su 

00:35 

722 

12:58 

710 

M»0124 

7.35 

13:43 

731 

Tu 

02:08 

7.39 

1424 

7.46 

W 0250 

7.36 

1506 

7.53 

Th 

03:30 

7.25 

15:45 

7.46 


SOUTHWEST 

NORTHWEST 

Weston Super Mare 

Whitehaven (230) 

(+5:05) 

Douglas (-2:44) 

Barnstaple (+430) 

Morecambe(-233) 

Newquay (+332) 
Falmouth (+330) 

Blackpool (-2:50) 

Plymouth (+4:05) 

NORTHEAST 

Torquay (+4:40) 

Skegness (+429) 

Bournemouth 

Grimsby (+4:13) 

(5:09)* 

Bridlington (+2:58) 

Portland (*457) 

Whitby (+220) 

St Peter Port 

Hartlepool (+1:59) 

(+4:53) 

Blyth (+1:46) 

Swanage (5:19)* 

Berwick (+0:54) 

Portsmouth (2:29) 
Southampton (2:53) 

SCOTLAND 

Leith (+0:58) 

SOUTHEAST 

Dundee (+1:12) 

Ryde (229) 

Aberdeen (-0:18) 

Brighton (2:51) 

Fraserburgh (-128) 

Eastbourne (2:48) 

Lossiemouth (-2:00) 

Dungeness(3:05) 

Wick (-229) 

Dover (2:53) 

Lerwick (-2:50) 

Margate (1:52) 

Stromness(-429) 

Herne Bay (124) 

Scrabster (-5:09) 

Southend on sea (-122) Stornoway (+530) 

Clacton on sea (2:00) 

Ullapool (+536) 
Gairloch (+5:16) 

EAST ANGLIA 

Oban (+4:12) 

Felixstowe Pier (223) 

Greenock (-1:19) 

Aldeburgh (2:53) 

Ayr (-1:44) 

Lowestoft (423) 

Campbeltown 

Cromer (+4:56) 

m 

Hunstanton (+4:44) 

Girvan (-1:51) 
Kirkcudbright Bay 

WALES 

(-225) 

Colwyn Bay (2:47) 
Holyhead (328) 

IRELAND 

Barmouth (5:45) 

Londonderry (-532) 

Aberystwyth (6:11) 

Belfast (-2:47) 

Fishguard (+5:44) 
Swansea (+4:42) 

Milford Haven (+4:37) 
Cardiff (+5:15) 

Donegal (+420) 

*Approximate times due to large variance 
between the months neap and spring tides. All 
times are GMT. 
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MOTH 




TREE 


Given how widespread the Comma is, it may seem surprising that, 
two centuries back, this butterfly was restricted to a small area 
either side of the border between southern Wales and England. 
The range and population expansion has largely happened only in 
the last 50 years. Nowadays, caterpillars like to munch on Common 
Nettle; two centuries ago, their preferred foodplant was Hops. 


BUTTE KrLY 


Blazing departure 


From little acorns, mighty Oaks will ^ 
grow. Provided, of course, that they | 
aren’t (literally) squirreled away or > 

m 

otherwise pilfered by Jays, munched 5 
by deer or even hijacked by gall wasps. 2 


YOURBIRDING MONTH 

Beyond 

Birdwatching 

The burnished tones of autumn leaves are 


Chestnut 

champion 


This month, Beaded Chestnut will 
be among the most numerous in 
moth traps nationwide. It thrives 
in gardens, but so too amidst the 
wider countryside - ranging widely 
across woodland, scrub, grassland 
and hedgerows. It takes various 
colour forms so could prove a 
pitfall for the unwary - but is 
never as boldly Veined’ or spotted 
as the similarly autumn-flying 
Lunar Underwing. 


Future giant? 


reflected in other October highlights 

WEN 


DELIGHT 

At first glance, the 
mighty Violet Ground 
Beetle looks uniformly 
black. But when it 
the light, you should discern 
violet fringes to the wing casings and a 
purplish-blue tinge to the thorax. Flip 
enough logs and stones and you’ll find one. 


Seal hunter 


October sees an increasing band of keen birders heading to Shetland 
in search of rare birds from various points of the compass. Many, 
however, say that their ‘bird of the trip’ was actually a marine mammal. 
Sightings of Killer Whale (aka Orca) are increasingly commonplace in 
this northern outpost - with seal-hunting pods often remarkably close 
to shore, offering astonishing views. 


FUNGUS 


Autumn gold 

Fungi are such a prominent feature 
of autumn that it pays to spend 
part of October on your hands and 
knees, rummaging among 
terrestrial vegetation. Golden 
Spindle would certainly light up any 
such foray. Its narrow, cylindrical, 
finger-like fruits reach for the sky 
in unimproved grasslands and 
woodland clearings, between late 
summer and November. 


Moth or leaf? 

Several autumn-flying moths display the colours of 
end-of-life leaves; including Barred Sallow. Flying 
from September to November in forests and 
wooded gardens across southern Britain, this 
is a distinctive moth. Largely brick-brown, 
it has a golden central swathe across the 
wings, stippled with chestnut blotches. If 
you don’t have access to a moth trap, take 
a nocturnal walk and shine a torch on ivy 
or over-ripe berries, and you may get lucky. 
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Come meet some of the most extraordinary 
inhabitants in the Lisbon region! 

Discover what birdwatching in the Lisbon region has to offer! With natural environments that include mountains, the Atlantic 
coast, rivers, estuaries and protected nature reserves, you will have the opportunity to see a large variety of different bird 
species in a relatively small geographical area. 

Featuring a mild climate year round and a multitude of migrant birds, the Lisbon region offers spectacular opportunities for 
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Suburban birder Mike took a short late summer break in Serbia, 
and got a nice taste of continental European urban birding 


A fter the Rutland Birdfair, in the second 
half of August, I spent a few days in 
Serbia, at the invitation of David Lindo. 
As you will have read in this magazine, 
David is a frequent visitor to this 
fascinating, landlocked, south-eastern 
European country; but it was all new to me. David is of 
course. The Urban Birder’, a London-born, lifelong 
birdwatcher, very much at home birding in cities across 
the world. I come from the suburban Surrey fringe of 
south London (though, of course, I now live in 
Peterborough), and I like to tease David by styling 
myself The Suburban Birder’, generally shunning inner 
city birding for something a bit more green and woody. 

We flew in to Belgrade airport and immediately drove 
roughly north-west to where we were staying, in the 
city of Novi Sad (population c300,000) which, like the 
capital, sits on the Danube. The first bird I saw on the 
drive was a Buzzard, the vanguard of dozens of 
Buzzards sitting on roadside posts along the journey, 
shrike-like, waiting for food on the ground. And the 
second bird was even more shrike-like in its feeding 
style, mainly because it was a Lesser Grey Shrike. 

You know you are in a country with more traditional 
farming practices when Lesser Grey Shrikes survive. 
That shrike was the first of a few on the journey, while 
there were dozens of Red-backed Shrikes seen en route. 

These were, of course, tasters for the sort of birding 
we would be in for over the coming days (both rural 
and very close to the cities), when lovely, desirable birds 
like Whiskered Tern, Squacco Heron, Pygmy 
Cormorant, Turtle Dove, Bee-eater and various 
woodpeckers would feature prominently. 

But, contrary to my expectations, it was a wee bit of 
genuine urban birding that was my favourite 
birdwatching experience in Serbia. It was our last 
morning, and I got up pretty early to make the most of 
the bird activity before the August heat sent everything 
into shady hiding. In fact, I left 
The Urban Birder sleeping in his 
room (though, to be fair, it was 
his birthday!), to sneak out of 
the hotel as the sun rose, and to 
check out Futoski Park, only a 
kilometre or so down the road. 

It is very much a classic urban 
park, with grass and a multitude of trees of all sorts, 
a kids’ playground and the odd encroaching car park, 
building and so on, but sadly, no longer a pond. The 
first early birds were Great Tits and Magpies, the odd 
fly-through Swallow and the ubiquitous Hooded 
Crows (these being the standard crow in Serbia, with 
Rooks as curiously city-loving back up), hanging 
around the bins, like crows do... 

I heard a ‘kick’ of a Dendrocopus woodpecker, but was 


a little unsure which species: Great Spotted or Syrian, 
as the GSWs have ‘odd’ accents over there. There were 
a few juvenile Black Redstarts, the odd Lesser 
Whitethroat and a handful of Spotted Flycatchers. Then, 
another ‘kick’ call drew me away to again fail to see 
which woodpecker was making it. 

But some tapping started from behind me, and I went 
to investigate. High above in the bare, top branches of 
a tall, straight hazel tree, to my disappointment, a Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was chipping away, apparently 
trying to get at the nuts. But, 10 seconds later, two more 
woodpeckers whizzed in to join it in the same tree: 
Syrian Woodpeckers (much more like it!). It turns out 
that the Great Spotted was a big bully, and saw off its 
two close cousins in no time, to go back to its hazelnuts. 

As it happens, with a bit more wandering around, 

I discovered that there was a plentiful supply of Syrian 
Woodpeckers in that smallish park, seemingly 
appearing in small groups all over the place. It was the 

first time I have had long and 
leisurely views of this famously 
park- and garden-loving 
species, which is expanding its 
range dramatically from the 
south-east to further north 
and west. There were a few 
other treats in that park, too: 
an Icterine Warbler which crept slowly and deliberately 
(as they do) through a shady bush to within a few feet 
of me; Wood Warblers in the Great Tit flock; and 
perhaps best of all, a couple of medium-sized, thrush¬ 
like birds, which I initially took for fly-over thrushes, 
but then noticed the proportions were wrong and they 
were greenish: Golden Orioles! 

I could really get a taste for this urban birding 
malarkey... 


« THERE WAS A 
PLENTIFUL SUPPLY OF 
SYRIAN WOODPECKERS 
IN THAT SMALL PARK » 


Above 

Syrian Woodpecker, 
Futoski Park, 

Novi Sad, Serbia, 
August 2019 


Mike Weedon 

is an obsessive 
patch lister and 
keen wildlife 
photographer in his 
home city of 
Peterborough, where 
he lives with his wife, 
Jo, and children, 
Jasmine and Eddie. 
You can see his 
photos at 
weedworld. 
blogspot.com 
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BREEDING 


A tern for the better 


Rangers efforts pay 
off as they celebrate 
seabird breeding 
success in 
Northumberland 


N ational Trust 

rangers camped 
out for three 
months to protect 
a colony of one of 
the UK’s rarest breeding 
seabirds, and were rewarded 
when the Little Terns enjoyed 
their most successful season 
in almost 30 years. 

Little Terns have been in 
worrying decline in the UK 
since the 1980s, with fewer than 
2,000 breeding pairs now left, 
and in 2018, none fledged from 
the Trust’s Long Nanny site, 
after Storm Hector brought high 
winds and torrential rain to the 
Northumberland coastline. 

But 2019 has seen a huge 
boost to the species, with 54 
fledglings leaving the beach 
to start their long migration to 
West Africa, thanks to 
a combination of round-the- 
clock watches by rangers, 
favourable weather conditions. 


and the creation of a high spit 
over the winter. 

From 7 May, five National 
Trust rangers camped out in 
tents next to the breeding site 
- enduring high winds, 
torrential rain and record- 
breaking heat to conduct 
a 24-hour watch. 

Predators including Foxes, 
Peregrines, crows and gulls 
were kept at bay by the 
rangers who used a thermal 
scope to detect intruders 
before warning them off with 
a torch or by shouting and 
waving their arms. 

As well as scaring away 


Blue ranger tents at Long 
Nanny under the Milky Way 



predators, the rangers educated 
visitors on the Little and Arctic 
Terns and Ringed Plovers, 
there, and collected data to feed 
into a national report on 
breeding seabirds. 

Fey Young, assistant ranger 
at Long Nanny said: “We’ve had 
a fantastic year for Little Terns 
at Long Nanny. We’re extremely 
proud to have such a high 
number of fledglings and hope 
to see them again in a few years 
when they return to breed.” 

Thirty-four breeding pairs 
were counted at the site this 
year, giving a productivity of 
1.59 chicks per pair - the 
highest ratio since 1985. 

Results were positive, too, at 
Blakeney Point in Norfolk, a 
second Little Tern breeding site 
cared for by the Trust, where 
rangers reported a higher than 
average productivity of 0.69. 

Little Terns are one of the 
UK’s smallest seabirds, 
measuring less than 25cm in 
length and weighing roughly 
the same as a tennis ball. They 
feed mostly on Sand Eels and 
young Herring, plunge-diving 


to catch their prey, and tend 
to lay one to three camouflaged 
eggs on the beach, often close to 
the high water mark. 

For the last 42 years, the 
Long Nanny site at Beadnell Bay 
has been protected by the 
National Trust. 

A full report of all the 
breeding birds at the site will be 
available at the end of the year. 
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NEWS & OPINION 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Bittern boom boon 

Bitterns have enjoyed their 
best year since records began, 
according to a new survey by the 
RSPB. Since 2006, there has 
been a year-on-year increase in 
the number of Bitterns making 
their home in Britain. This year, 
numbers reached record levels, 
with 198 males recorded at 89 
sites. They had completely 
disappeared in Britain by the 
1870s, before recolonising early 
in the 20th Century, then found 
themselves back on the brink in 
1997, when numbers dropped to 
11 males. Booming was reported 
from five new sites. 


Pitta needs help 

Gurney s Pitta - a rare, ground¬ 
dwelling bird - is facing extinction, 
with extensive forest clearance 
having destroyed large areas 
of its habitat, a new study by 
Fauna & Flora International 
shows. It found that the habitat 
of Gurney’s Pitta in southern 
Myanmar has shrunk by 80% since 
1999 as a result of widespread 
forest clearance, particularly for 
commercial oil palm plantations. 
Conservationists say the 
protection of the remaining 
lowland forest is now critical to 
avoid its extinction. 


Unlikely pairing 

An adult Roseate Tern joined 
Common, Sandwich and Arctic 
Tern colonies on the Isle of May, a 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
reserve, in early June and paired 
with a Common Tern. The unlikely 
couple produced a single chick 
which successfully fledged in early 
August. Roseate Terns are on the 
Red Data list as a species of high 
conservation concern. No other 
Roseate Terns currently breed 
in Scotland. The only colony in 
the UK is in Northumberland, 
with single pairs in North 
Wales. Roseate Terns have been 
designated for protection under 
the Government’s national 
Biodiversity Action Plan which 
helps enhance core UK colonies. 



GRUMPyoUDfclRDER 

Here, Bo tips his hat to young campaigners who are 
doing their bit to make the world a better place 


D espite my previous 120+ columns, it 
is only weeks ago that I made it to 
the allotted biblical span. If one were 
to be guided by what is on offer to 
us septuagenarians, I should now like 
wartime songs, waltzing and switching my electoral 
preference to the politics of selfishness. Oddly, I’ve 
found that while the young are often accused of 
being selfish, it’s their elders who tend to practise it! 

However, despite my deafness, I prefer Katy 
Perry to Perry Como and despite my great age, I’d 
give my vote to Greta Thunberg not those fiddling 
while the country burns. 

People of my age will be very lucky to be around 
still when the water wars and mass migrations that 
striking schoolchildren fear, begin, but we are the 
ones responsible for stealing their future. Young 
people today are not a million miles away from 
feeling how I felt in the early 1960s. We were 
terrified of nuclear war; now youngsters are just as 
fearful of a man-made Armageddon and, just like 
us, they are marching to try and save the world. 

I don’t know if we made any difference as we 
tried to ban the bomb, bring about a summer of 
love or rail against apartheid. What I do remember 
from marching, sitting-in and otherwise protesting 
in ’68 is that there were old people out there on the 
streets, too. We don’t all have to be selfish and 
self-serving as we age. Take a look at the ages of 
your local tree-planting group, I’d lay money that 
there will be a good few grey-haired grannies and 
grey-bearded grumpies doing their bit, despite the 
fact that they have no hope of basking in the 
precious shade of a sapling oak or seeing the crab 
apples in bloom. 

If you’ve served your time helping the economy 
and your family grow, now you have the freedom to 
say it like it is and put the brakes on the handcart we 


are all going to Hell in. There is a University of the 
Third Age that presumes that even us crumblies 
can still learn... and, rich or poor, I can see no good 
reason why we shouldn’t make use of our unique 
freedoms with wisdom. We could join the bowls 
club, go to a tea dance or become one of the ladies 
who lunch. On the other hand, there is nothing, 
apart from our infirmities, to stop us marching for 
the planet and protesting at the council’s continued 
use of harmful pesticides or the local developers 
netting hedges. 

Once you retire and your pension is secure, you 
are no longer a wage slave, and, at our age, why 
would we give a fig about what the neighbours 
think? Let them grow old gracefully, we birders 
should reclaim our place in the family as champions 
of the young. We don’t just have to look out for our 
grandchildren, we can look out for all 
grandchildren, everywhere! 

Young people, with everything to lose, are 
showing us the way and I am in awe of their courage 
and compassion. We can cower in corners and 
excuse our unreadiness, or join them in proclaiming 
that there is no Planet B. Most of us are not movers 
and shakers and yet we watch those of us who are 
squander their experience and power rearranging 
the proverbial Titanic deckchairs. They applaud 
appreciatively at the nonagenarian Sir David 
Attenborough with his stark warning on a world 
sinking under the weight of our selfish excesses, 
while still subsidising oil exploration. 

Come on, you oldies, wake up and smell the 
Horlicks that we are making of the world! 


Bo Beolens runs fatbirder.com and other 
websites. He has written a number of books. 
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SPECIES PINTAIL 






he drake Pintail has to 
be one of the finest 
looking birds in Britain. 
With its long neck, small 
head and extended tail 
feathers, this is a bird that screams 
style and elegance, either when in 
flight or out on the open water. 

Although only a small number 
actually breed here, we are lucky to 
have almost 30,000 of these dapper 
ducks wintering with us each year. 
They start arriving in September, 
with the numbers reaching a peak 
in December, by the end of February 
they are beginning to return to their 
breeding grounds, so now is the best 
time to make the most of these 
beautiful birds being here. 

The Pintail has one of the largest 
distributions of any bird and was 
once the world’s most numerous 
duck (the Mallard, following a large 
number of human introductions, 
now holds that particular mantle). 

It can be found breeding right 
across the northern hemisphere, 
from here in Britain, across northern 
Europe, right across Russia and 
throughout North America. 

When you then add in its winter 
range of south-western Europe, 

North and Central Africa, the Middle 
East, India, south-east Asia, Japan 
and Central America, you start to 
appreciate just how widely 
distributed this bird is. 

During the winter in Britain, this 
attractive duck can be found around 
most of our coastline and estuaries 
and also inland at sites where ducks 
traditionally gather - the Somerset 
Levels, the Cambridgeshire Fens and 
many reservoirs for example. 

They are well worth seeking out. 
The male is unmistakable, its long 
tail giving it a very characteristic 
elongated shape. 

The head is chocolate brown and 
has a white stripe running down 
either side that joins with the white 
of the breast, creating a distinctive 
pattern that is visible at some 
distance. Its back and sides are also 
distinctly patterned with a mixture 
of soft grey and browns and black, 
adding to its overall elegance. 

The female, like most other 
ducks, is much more brown 
and mottled in appearance, making 
her potentially difficult to tell apart 
from other species. 


IN 

ASSOCIATION 

WITH 
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Two drakes in 
bill-to-bill 
battle 


When compared to a female Mallard, 
the female Pintail looks altogether 
slimmer Her head pattern is rather plain, 
lacking any eye-stripe, which also helps 
separate her from the female Gadwall. 

The tail is also distinctive, and although it 
is a lot shorter than the male's, it is 
distinctly long and pointed when 
compared with the other female ducks. 

As with all birdwatching, a bit of 
patience coupled with good views and a 
quick check of a good bird book should 
have you identifying female Pintails with 
relative ease. In flight, the birds have a 
distinctive shape with their long neck and 
tail showing clearly, their wings are also 
more swept back, which, along with their 
fast flight, gives them a sleek look in the 


BREEDING RANGE 


FLIGHT, THE BIRDS 
HAVE A DISTINCTIVE 
SHAPE WITH THEIR 
LONG NECK AND TAIL 
SHOWING CLEARLY 

air. Again, the females are trickier than 
the males, but along with the overall 
shape, the speculum (the name given to 
an area of secondary feathers on the wings 
of some ducks that form a panel on the rear 
of the wing} is key. 

In Mallards, it is blue and bordered by 
obvious white stripes front and back, the 
Gadwall’s is a white square, that resembles 
a sugar cube, wh ile the female Pinta il 's is 
brown in colour and, although bordered 
white front and rear, the front stripe of 
white is very narrow, and hardly 
visible in flight. The rear one, 
however, is very broad and 
visible, even with the naked 
eye, at some distance. 

Pintails are quite 
long lived birds. The 
oldest British bird 
known was more 
than 15 years old, 
and ringing 


recoveries show that they really do clock 
up the miles in their lifetime. Birds, 
recovered in Britain were found to have 
been ringed in countries as far away as 
Ganada, Russia and even Senegal in 
Africa. Birds ringed in Britain have 
subsequently turned up in co u ntries 
across Europe and beyond, including 
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Ghana, Algeria 
and Iceland. Pintails are real globetrotters 
and it always ills me with a sense of awe 
when I am watching one seemingly lazily 
drifting along the water in my local MSP® 
reserve, to think about where it has been 
an d where it will be going in its lifetime. 

Unfortunately, despite its huge range 
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and large global population, the Pintail is 
potentially under threat from two sources. 
The first is climate change, something that 
will affect many bird populations. Pintails 
breed in shallow bodies of water in open 
grassland, and this breeding habitat is 
seriously under threat due to the warmer 
temperatures that climate change brings. 
The pools dry out before breeding can be 
completed or even started in some cases, 
meaning that the birds don’t breed, or, if 
they do, the nests are likely to fail due to 
predation or desertion. 

The second threat to these birds is that 
of lead poisoning. Lead shot in 
ammunition is now widely recognised as 
being very detrimental to the environment 
and dangerous to many species. 
Wildfowlers use lead shot when 
hunting water birds {like the Pintail) 
and this leads to lead shot entering the 
water in the wetland habitats that these 
birds use. This lead shot has been 
identified as one of the major causes of 
lead poisoning in wildfowl, especially 
those species, such as the Pintail, that feed 


off the bottom of water bodies. 

A study in the Ebro delta in Spain 
showed that the Pintail and the Pochard 
are the species that are most at risk from 
being poisoned in this way. 

There is some hope. Lead shot has been 
banned by many countries for use in 
wetlands, but other countries, including 
Britain, still allow it, despite the 
overwhelming scientific evidence about 
the damaging effects it has on wildlife and 
the environment Britain is visited by tens 
of thousands of Pintail that then travel on 
to many other countries. Surely, we have 
a responsibility to ensure that we are not 
poisoning these birds as they dio so? ■ 


ii BIRDS RECOVERED IN BRITAIN HAVE BEEN 
FOUND TO HAVE BEEN RINGED IN COUNTRIES 
AS FAR AWAY AS CANADA, RUSSIA AND EVEN 
SENEGAL IN AFRICA » 


PINTAIL 

Large concentrations of the bird 
can be found at sites including the 
Dee Estuary, on the North Wales/ 
north-west border, Solway Estuary, 
between the borders of Scotland and 
England and the Ouse Washes in the 
counties of Cambridgeshire and Norfolk. 
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In part one of our two-part feature on 
how to help birds, we are concentrating 
on what you can do to give the bird of 
your garden a bit of a helping hand 


WORDS: 


MIKE WEEDON 
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F or many of us, helping birds 

begins at home. And home means 
our immediate surroundings, the 
buildings we live in, but also, 
vitally, our gardens. In an age 
when much of the countryside is dominated 
by agriculture which can be at odds with 
wildlife, birds need all the help we can give 
them. As we all know, birds need food, 
water and shelter, the latter of which 
includes somewhere to nest as well as 
somewhere to rest and sleep and stay out of 
the sight/reach of predators. 

There will be more on the food and water 
later, but here are a few pointers to simple 
things to do (or indeed not do), to make 
your garden as bird-friendly as possible, 
with particular emphasis on the autumn. 


many birds will like to seek out during 
the colder months. 


‘Rewild’ your garden! 

Many British gardens are models of 
tidiness, with manicured lawns and 
beautiful beds and even areas of decking. 
But what wildlife of all kinds needs is 
something a little wilder. Why not add a 
less tamed, wildlife-friendly and yes, if you 
like, scruffy area to your garden. Do a bit of 
rewilding, but on a garden scale. You don’t 
‘need’ to change your whole garden, but 
even leaving a relatively small area ‘wild’ 
will enhance its attractiveness to wildlife, 
and that means birds! 


Resist deadheading 


Resist the temptation to ‘tidy’ your garden 
in the autumn by removing ‘dead heads’. 
For instance, Teasels and thistles provide 
seeds for Goldfinches, and their ‘dead 
heads’ harbour many invertebrates which 


Plant some plants 

Plant some wildlife-friendly trees or bushes 
in your garden space to benefit birds. 
Whether it provides somewhere for them to 
feed, rest, sleep or even nest, a bit of bushy 
cover is what any garden is crying out for. 


\ 


Don’t use chemicals 

What farmers and some gardeners call 
‘pests’ are the vital core of an ecosystem. 
One of the main causes of bird declines 
has been literal starvation due to lack of 
invertebrates. Help do your bit to help 
feed birds by not using pesticides 

your gardening organically, all 
the better, but cutting out 
pesticides is a great start. 


Jr 
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Birds love bird feeders 

Q: What is better than one feeder in 
your garden? 

A: Two or more feeders in your garden! 
You can try putting different foods in 
different feeders, perhaps to attract 
Goldfinches or Nuthatches or something 
even more out of the ordinary. 


Plastic tubes 

Also called seed feeders, these are usually 
Perspex tubes with holes or ports from 
which the birds extract seeds of various 
sizes and types. Note that if you are using 
niger seed, you will generally need a 
special feeder with tiny holes! 


Brambling on niger seed 
bird feeder 


These tiny black seeds are popular with 
some finches, especially Goldfinches. 
They are so small, they need a special 
small-holed feeder. 


B irds need food, water and 

shelter. One of the easiest ways 
to help birds is to put out food 
for them in your garden (or 
school or workplace etc). 
Whether seeds, nuts, fat balls or 
mealworms, this supplementary food can 
be essential for bird survival. Here are the 
main types of bird food which are 
recommended to use in gardens. 

Main bird foods 

Mixed seed 

Supplied ready mixed, this 
is a versatile food which can 
be put in feeders, on bird 
tables or scattered on the 
ground (where safe from 
cats). There is usually a 
mix of maize, sunflower 
seeds and peanut 
granules, often with oats 
and millet. 



Peanuts 

Whole or crushed nuts can be very 
popular in birdfeeders, drawing 
in such prized garden visitors 
as Nuthatches and Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers. Never use salted or dry 
roasted peanuts. 

Fat balls and cakes 

Basically, usually a mix of 
animal fat (solid at normal 
temperatures) and seeds, 
high in energy. Can be 
bought (always remove 
the net bag, which can 
be hazardous to birds) 
or made at home. 


Even House Sparrows 
enjoy mealworms! 


Black sunflower seeds 

Black sunflower seeds are 
particularly rich in oils and 
therefore energy for birds. They can 
be bought with husks or ready husked as 
‘no mess’ sunflower hearts. 



INSECTS 


Fresh mealworms 
(beetle larvae) are 
popular with many 
garden birds, especially 
arte* such as Rabins and tits, which 
naturally forage for similar grubs. 


Metal cages 

There are various grades of mesh, for 
holding peanuts or fat cakes and balls. 
Remember, nylon nets can be very 
dangerous to birds (damaging feet and 
bills), so never use these. 

Bird tables 

The most basic type of feeder is a classic bird 
table. At its most basic, this is a simple tray 
on which food is spread. They are variously 
hang from trees or stand on posts, with or 
without a roof (and not with a built-in bird 
box, as this will do no birds any good!). 

Home made feeders 

You can, of course, make your own feeders 
(rather than buy them), including the 
classic half a coconut shell filled with 
‘bird cake’ or fat. 

Keep feeders clean 

It is very important to keep garden bird 
feeders clean (to prevent the spread of 
infections). Some authorities suggest 
fortnightly or even weekly. Scrub them 
thoroughly (outside the house) with 
hot water and dilute detergent 
(eg 5% disinfectant). Dry thoroughly 
before replacing. 


28 October 2019 


BLICKWINKEL/ ALAMY* 













ADVICE HELPING BIRDS 



A Great Tit enjoying the 
classic coconut feeder 


> 
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Long Tailed Tit at a standard 
pedestal bird bath 







N o matter how many feeders 

you put up, without water and 
shelter the birds are not 
getting the best out of your 
garden. Put out clean fresh 
water for birds: a bird bath, a sunken 
washing up bowl or best of all, a pond, 
particularly a wildlife pond. Remember, 
if you provide a bird bath or a 
container with water, to replace 
it with dean fresh water 
each day. 



Wildlife pond 

Not just one of the best things you can do 
for birds in your own garden, but one of 
the best things you can do for wildlife in 
general in a garden, making a wildlife 
pond is the ultimate way to ‘improve’ 
your garden. Wildlife pond is a term used 
to describe a water body which is ideally 
stocked with native vegetation for the 
benefit of the natural plant and animal 
communities. We are not talking about 
goldfish pouds, here. 

A wildlife pond can be the exciting 
part of a garden, bristling with life of all 
kinds, as well providing a drinking and 
bathing area for your garden birds. 


Greenfinch drinking in a 
shallow pond 
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How to build a wildlife pond 


It’s best done in late autumn or winter, because 
that will give time for vegetation to grow in and 
around the pond, and because the ground is 
likely to be a lot softer for digging! Here’s editor 
Matt Merritt’s step-by-step guide to creating your 
own mini-wetland... 




3 Buy a good quality waterproof liner, with plenty 
of spare material around the edges. You need it 
to be at least half as big again as the bare dimensions 
of your pond. You should partly fill the pond with 
water at this point, to weigh the liner down and help it 
to sit tightly against the sides of the hole. 



5 Start to cover over the edges of the liner with the 
soil you dug out - it can be scattered pretty 
loosely to start with, allowing you to make 
adjustments as you go along. Stones and pebbles 
around some of the edges anchor the liner further, 
and provide perches for birds to use as they drink. 


I Dig an irregular shaped hole (ours was 

tadpole shaped, 2m x 0.75m), for a more natural 
look. It doesn’t have to be too deep (50cm is fine), 
but should slope from one end to the other, with a 
shallow end giving easy access for birds. Use a spirit 
level to check the sides are level if they aren’t, build 
up one side with soil from the hole. 



2 Line the hole, ideally with a sturdy piece of carpet, 
which will protect the liner from punctures caused 
by stones and roots. Cut the carpet roughly to size, 
then tread it down carefully until it’s a snug fit. You can 
slit any of the inevitable bulges, then flatten them out 
by overlapping the cut edges. 


4 Trim the liner to the 
shape of the hole, 
leaving a fringe of 60cm or so 
around the edges this can 
be covered up later. With a 
spade, make an incision 
about 6cm back from the 
edge of the pond, then hold 
the gap open with the spade. 
Tuck the liner into the incision 
as tightly as you can this will 
hold it firmly in place, and 
make it easier to cover up. 





6 Flatten out the soil that you dug out - if you’re 
going to attract wildlife to use the pond safely, 
you don’t want them having to negotiate steep sides. 
Break up the dug earth by placing rocks here and 
there around the perimeter of the pond, to provide 
perches for birds to drink from. 

At least a couple of rocks in the pond, poking up 
above the water, are a good idea. If necessary, rest 
them on bricks or stones well below the surface, to 
reach the required height. A few logs around the 
water’s edge, some of them reaching into the water, 
will provide breeding areas for insects as they start 
to decompose. 



Add more plants than you 
think you’ll need, because 
of casualties early on. ^ 


Making your pond a home for wildlife 


Plant around the 
edges of the pond, to 
create plenty of cover 
for amphibians. 
Wildflowers are a 
good choice, because 
they’ll attract insects 
and thus birds. . > 


.m. 

Create an easy way into your I 
pond, so that birds, 
amphibians and mammals ^ 
have another straightforward 
access point - smallish * 
pebbles are ideal for this. 


Place rocks here and there 

• around the perimeter of the 
pond, to provide perches for 
^ birds to drink from., 

49 ■'"'■'i tkf- . \. 


•'"WILDLIFE TIP 

An amphibian refuge or 
two is a good idea - you 
1 can buy them, but an old 
ridged roofing tile will 
do the job, covered with 
a little soil. 
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PAINTING TIP 


When decorating your 


bird box, remember to use 


non-toxic water-based 


paints and don t paint 
inside the box or around 
the entrance hole. 


O ne factor in limiting bird 
populations can be a 
restricted number of places 
to nest, particularly cavities. 
So, do birds a favour by 
putting out a nestbox (or several boxes) 
for the birds to nest in. Autumn is a great 
time to do this. 

House nesters 

A few birds are almost completely 
dependent on human habitation for their 
nest sites. Swifts and House Martins in 
particular are tied to our buildings. 


You can help these birds by putting special 
Swift and/or House Martin boxes under 
the eaves of you house. 

Clean nestboxes 

Nestboxes should be cleaned in autumn 
(after birds have stopped using them!). 
Empty out any contents (which may 
include dead chicks or eggs, as well as nest 
material). Boiling water is best to kill 
parasites. Then allow the box to dry 
thoroughly. You may want to add a small 
amount of clean hay or sawdust as 
potential roosting substrate for the winter. 


How to make a nest box 


Side 


Side 


Front 


Roof 


Base 


Back 


Here is advice based on that provided by the RSPB 
What you need: 

•A plank of wood 15cm x 1.4m long x 1.5-1.8cm 
•Pencil or pen and tape measure 

• Strip of rubber (eg from an old bicycle inner tube) 

• Wood saw • Nails • Screws • Drill 


• Measure and cut your wood according to the diagram on the right. 

Preferably using a special drill bit, use this to make the hole, with 
different dimensions for different species, as below. 


2 For hole diameters, go for 25mm for Coal Tits, Marsh Tits and Blue Tits, 
28mm for Great Tits and Tree Sparrows, 52mm for Nuthatches and 
House Sparrows. A Starling box needs to be 25-50% larger with an entrance 
45mm across. 


Nail all the pieces, except the roof, together. The sides, back and front 
wrap around the base. 


4 Attach the roof using screws, so you will be able to get into the box at a 
later stage to clean it out. Use the rubber from the inner tube as a hinge 
between the top edge of the roof and the backing board. 


5 Find the right bird-friendly spot for your box. Ideally, it will be in a tree or 
at least 5m (10 feet) from the ground, facing somewhere between north 
and east to avoid it getting too hot or wet. Avoid placing it in direct sunlight 

and don't put it over a doorway or path. 
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T he welfare of the bird comes 
first is a mantra we all know 
well. It is not always 100% the 
philosophy that we birders 
follow, though, as it can be 
just about impossible to watch and enjoy 
birds without a tiny bit of disturbance. 
However, we can only do our best. Here 
are a few miscellaneous ways that we can 
all potentially help birds this autumn and 
throughout the year. 

Don’t disturb breeding birds 

As birdwatchers, we have an extra level of 
responsibility to be aware of potential 
disturbance of breeding birds. This is 
particularly important for rarer species, 
which are generally away from gardens, but 
even at home, we have a duty of care for 
our garden nesters. Resist the temptation to 
look into occupied nests, or open nest boxes 
with eggs or broods. As a rule, birds do 
much better when left well alone to get on 
with their breeding! 


Don’t cut bushes during the 
breeding season 

At a local level, although a bit of trimming 
can be accommodated, it is a very bad 
idea to radically cut back bushes and 
hedges during the breeding season. Birds 
nest deep under cover for a reason, and 
the last thing they need is to be exposed 
to danger. 

Cover your butt 

Water butts can be a great way to gather 
rainwater for use in the garden. But they 
can also be hazardous for birds, which if 
they fall in can struggle to get out. So, 
where possible, cover all but the small 
inlet of the butt. 

Leave baby birds alone 

In general, no matter how tempting it is to 
interfere, the best thing to do if you find a 
baby bird, seemingly lost and lonely, is to 
leave it alone, and let its parent come and 
look after it. HSI 



Look out for part two in the November issue of Bird Watching - how to help birds beyond your garden 
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A celebration of British birds 
across the seasons 


A Sparrow’s Life s 
as Sweet as Ours 


IN PRAISE OF BIRDS AND SEASONS 



carry AKROYD 


and JOHN McEVVEN 
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A stunning collection of bird art by renowned wildlife 
artist Carry Akroyd accompanied by John McEwen’s 

beautifully written observations 


vwwv.bloomsbury.com/sparrowslife 
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BIRDING NORTH NORFOLK COAST 




North Norfolk offers some of the best birding opportunities 
the UK has to offer. Follow our guide to getting the most 

out of your next visit... 






WORDS: STEVE WILTSHIRE 
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I first visited north Norfolk 

(specifically Titchwell) on a warm, 
stm-drenched, June afternoon many 
summers ago. I marvelled at the 
point-blank views of Avocets, Marsh 
Harriers and Bearded Tits, identified my 
first Little Gulls, and saw a Black-winged 
Stilt. And by the time a Bittern had begun 
booming, as evening fell, I was dizzy with 
birds and smitten with this exotic-feeling, 
flat, flinty, landscape. 

Years later, having now spent countless 
hours trudging Norfolk’s coastline 
between Snettisham and Sheringham, 
inevitably, the birding grandeur of that 
inaugural visit has faded. There have 
certainly been other memorable moments, 
but difficult days are now in the memory 
bank, too: winter expeditions when 
un-forecast, freezing rain began and just 
kept on coming; the seven hours in the 
field that produced a single, lonely 
Wheatear. Or, foolishly, going birding on a 
bank holiday only to find a slow shuffling 
queue where once there’d been a footpath. 
Now, visitors appear to increase 


ttTHIS AREA TURNS UP MIGRANTS LIKE REDSTART 
AND, AS ANYWHERE IN NORTH NORFOLK, THERE IS 
ALWAYS A CHANCE OF SOMETHING SCARCER » 


exponentially with every visit. As a result, 
paths I’ve used for years have closed, 
fences have been erected, and signs put in 
place. Regular birding spots have become 
inaccessible, or, exorbitant charges have 
been enforced where once parking was 
free. I have seen my favourite post-birding 
pubs become gentrified to the detriment of 
atmosphere; the service now less 
convivial, their food served on rocks 
instead of plates. 

In north Norfolk these days (as with 
rats in London) it’s said, you’re never more 
than six feet away from a skinny, soya 
latte, and a glamping pod. But this is 
modern Britain with its increasing 
regulation, monetisation and sanitation of 
the countryside. Many veteran Norfolk 
birders must think: you ain’t seen nothing, 
mate. And I take their point because, 
although I wasn’t there, I have seen 
photographs of Norfolk from the 1950s and 
1960s showing landscapes and villages 
with a remote, end-of-the world feel. 

While other pictures capture merry bands 
of birders, their tents pitched on Walsey 
Hills in Cley, watching Red-backed 
Shrikes. Scenes now long gone, never to 
return. It is futile for any generation to 
bemoan this transformation because 


there’s no going back. The modern world 
isn’t going away and further change is a 
certainty. North Norfolk is different these 
days, but I continue to visit, love it still, 
and it remains one of the best birding 
coastlines in the country. So, I might as 
well put down the rose-tinted glasses 
and pick up my bins. Then get off the 
East Bank and try birding some paths 
less trodden. 

The 25 miles of coastline from 
Thornham to Weybourne holds numerous 
areas worthy of attention away from the 
well-known honeypots of Titchwell and 
Cley. Some sites are small, enabling 
multiple locations to be covered in a day; 
all have produced quality birds, and all are 
especially worthy of attention as migration 
hots up in autumn. 

Thornham to Titchwell 

Thornham, sandwiched between the 
popular Holme and Titchwell reserves, is 
always worth a look. The muddy harbour 
itself and the sandflats north of the old 
coal barn attract a gull, tern and wader 
roost which can be checked easily from 
the seawall. Lesser Yellowlegs and Caspian 
Tern have been found here in the past. The 
extensive freshmarsh and wet meadows of 
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Adult male 
Red-backed Shrike 
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Holme, which are so good for hunting 
raptors, can also be viewed to the west. 
Following the coastal path eastward - 
north of Thornham village but south of 
the saltmarsh and reedbed - leads, 
before long, past a tall area of trees and 
bushes, part of an adjacent, overgrown 
garden. This area turns up migrants like 
Redstart and Pied Flycatchers every 
autumn and, as anywhere in north 
Norfolk, there is always a chance of 
something scarcer in the mix. 

Further north - although best accessed 
by walking west along the beach from the 
main footpath at Titchwell RSPB - is 
Thornham Point. This discrete, isolated 
area of Sea Buckthorn has a proven track 
record of producing scarce migrants but 
remains under-watched despite being close 
to the flagship reserve. Wryneck, Red- 
backed Shrike, Barred and Greenish 
Warblers have all occurred recently. 

Gypsy Lane is found by continuing 
along the main coast road eastward past 


AW* 


the entrance to Titchwell RSPB. A small 
pull-in, just past the road to Titchwell 
parish church, indicates the beginning of 
this public footpath. The footpath heads 
due north and is initially flanked by a 
treeline before opening out affording 
views over extensive saltmarsh and 
reedbed. Bittern, Bearded Tit, Cetti’s 
Warbler and harriers are all possible, 
along with passage warblers and 
flycatchers among the trees. 

Brancaster to the Burnhams 

Brancaster, with its large, sandy beach, is 
the next village encountered heading 
eastward along the coast. It’s justifiably 
popular with bucket-and-spade wielding 
families, but, a walk towards Brancaster 
golf course through the marrams can be 
worthwhile, and very few birders appear 
to do so. The dunes here soon become 
dotted with very shrikey looking 
Hawthorns and Sea Buckthorn. Any 
migrants that drop off the west end of 
Scolt Head Island could well end up here. 
Wheatears, Whinchats and Redstarts are 
all likely in suitable conditions; Red- 
flanked Bluetail and Black-throated 
Thrush have both appeared recently. 

It’s a fairly long walk and steps will 
ultimately have to be retraced, so this 
scrub rarely seems to get the attention it 
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deserves. The coastal footpath can again 
be picked up from the lane heading to the 
boatyard at Brancaster Staithe. Further 
areas of trees and scrub are encountered 
by heading west from the Staithe. This 
section, too, appears to be under-watched, 
despite having turned up rarities like 
Arctic Warbler in the recent past. 

The village of Brancaster Staithe merges 
seamlessly into Burnham Deepdale where 
there is some parking near the classic, 
round-spired Norfolk church. With care 
many of north Norfolk’s churchyards can 
be birded, with Titchwell and Deepdale 
being particular good. Behind the church 
a bulge in the seawall footpath heads out 
towards the fabled Scolt Head Island, 
which can usually be seen shimmering 
somewhat mythically amid a sea fret in 
the distance. Although the island no doubt 
gets its share of migrants, it isn’t worth 
attempting to cross this treacherous 
section of saltmarsh. In season, it’s also an 
important tern colony, with any 
disturbance a serious problem for these 
fickle and flighty seabirds. 

Inland, however, is a huge area of wet 
grassland protected by the seawall, known 
as Deepdale Marsh. This area nearly 
became ‘Titchwell’, with the RSPB eyeing 
it up for purchase in the 1970s. Nearly 50 
years later, its potential for wildlife has 


> 
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been realised under private ownership and 
a transformation had taken place. The 
low-lying arable land had been converted 
into wet grassland for breeding Redshank 
and Lapwing; along with networks of wet 
ditches, reedbeds and scrapes. The area 
is great for passage and breeding wagtails 
and waders. Although private, large 
sections can be viewed very effectively 
from the seawall. 

The footpath continues west towards 
Burnham Norton from where the 
saltmarsh and distant dunes of Scolt Head 
can be checked for hunting raptors. I have 
seen Hen, Montagu’s and Marsh Harriers 
here, as well as Rough-legged Buzzard in 
the appropriate season. The deep creeks 
often hide feeding Spoonbills and egrets. 
Inland the marshes become wetter and 
reedier and the likelihood of a Bittern 
encounter increases. 

This often overlooked reedbed area is 
also good for Bearded Tit, hunting Hobby, 
and has turned up Purple Heron, Crane, 
and Savi’s Warblers more recently. The 
grazing marshes and grassland east of 
Burnham Norton are a good bet for the 
first Wheatears or Yellow Wagtails of 


spring or returning birds in autumn. 

The dune complex and surrounding 
scrub, salt and freshmarshes of Burnham 
Overy Dunes are now firmly on every 
visiting birder’s radar. Indeed, its profile 
has never been higher, because it keeps 
turning up lots of very rare birds: 
Isabelline Wheatear, Pallas’s Grasshopper 
Warbler, Spectacled Warbler and Citril 
Finch, to name just four. And lots of scarce 
birds: Desert Wheatear, Booted, Pallas’s 
and Icterine Warblers, and Bluethroat. 

However, it stands to reason that the 
furthest sections to access will be less well 
searched than those closer to the car. So, 
pack an extra sandwich and check the 
dunes all the way to Holkham Pines and 
beyond. It’s interesting, most birders work 
the back (southern) edge of the pines 
where they give way to broadleaf trees and 
scrub. But the marrams and limited scrub 
on the beach-ward (northern) edge of the 
pines are goods, too, especially in calm 
conditions, and no one seems to look 


much. I have stumbled upon Yellow- 
browed Warbler and Black Redstart here 
in the past. 


Wells to Stiff key 

Not all change bears the brunt of my 
scorn, and some coastal developments are 
undeniably positive. North Point and Slade 
Marshes, at Wells, are further new areas of 
wet grassland created to provide habitat 
for breeding waders. Newly created 
wetlands are often much richer in 
invertebrates than established wader 
scrapes and have a proven track record of 
pulling in lots of passage waders and 
scarcities. The pools here have really 
come into their own just this year, 
proving popular with a visiting pair of 
Black-winged Stilts this spring. Hopefully 
we’ll see further habitat creation projects 
like this from enlightened landowners in 
the years to come. 

Right, let’s get the elephant in the 
room out of the way. That isolated blob of 


« GREAT GREY SHRIKES USE TALL VIEWPOINTS, 
LIKE TREES OR EVEN POWER LINES, TO SEARCH 
FOR POTENTIAL FOOD » 
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pines just over the harbour wall from 
Slade Marshes - the East Hills - are 
brilliant for scarce migrant birds. But the 
rights of access to this area are debated, 
locals that go regularly don’t tend to shout 
about it, and, most importantly, it’s 
downright dangerous. 

Some people think Red-flanked Bluetails 
are a matter of life and death. I can assure 
you they’re much more serious than that. 
Well, no bird is worth nearly drowning 
for, so, all things considered ‘The Hills’ are 
best avoided - and besides, nearby sites 
can be just as good on their day. The 
numerous tracks between Wells and 
Stiffkey, running south-north from the 
main road (A149) to the coastal footpath, 
for example, many of which are public 
footpaths. The furthest west of these is an 
unremarkable tree-lined track known as 
Garden Drove and its ability to produce 
rare birds is extraordinary (helped, not a 
little, by the fact it is regularly frequented 
by a few very good birders). 

It has regularly produced Red-breasted 
Flycatchers, Yellow-browed and Pallas’s 
Warblers and, yes, Red-flanked Bluetails 
- the small copse at the north end 
appearing particularly attractive to this 
species. And, just once, so far (ever the 
optimist), an outrageous record of a 
Rufous-tailed Robin from East Asia. 

Blakeney to Weybourne 

At about the same time as I am stirring 
from blissful slumber on autumn 
mornings and contemplating what’s for 
breakfast, someone has already been on 
Blakeney Point for three hours and is 
watching a Blyth’s Reed Warbler. I’m never 
going to be the first ‘down the point’ but 
I might just be the first on Friary Hills. 

This tiny reserve owned by the 
National Trust is tucked away to the east 
of Blakeney village, overlooks Blakeney 
Freshmarsh, and is perfect for a pre¬ 
breakfast stroll before too many people are 
about. Obviously, it can’t compete with the 
Point, which can be seen jutting out into 
the North Sea in the distance, but a Ring 
Ouzel or a Wryneck is a possibility for the 
early birder. It’s also a good vantage point 
to scan for birds flying over the marshes or 
through the harbour. 


Finally, heading further east, but 
bypassing the birding behemoth that is 
Cley, will take you to tiny Kelling and its 
splendidly named Quags. A ‘quag’ is an 
archaic word meaning marsh or boggy 
place and I rather like it, I wish there were 
more quags about. A track leaves the road 
just beyond the school and tearoom and 
heads north towards the sea. The quags 
have produced many good birds over the 
years and are well-watched by locals, 
nevertheless, it is still much quieter than 
other nearby sites. 

Migrants can often be found in hedges 
that flank the track. After a rainstorm one 
August afternoon, I witnessed an amazing 
fall of Pied Flycatchers, and I’ve seen Ring 
Ouzel and Barred Warbler along here 
many times. The quags themselves are 
fabulous for passage waders like stints and 
sandpipers, or perhaps even a phalarope. 

From here, it’s possible to take a circular 
walk up onto the Himalayan heights (by 
Norfolk standards) of Muckleburgh Hill 
immediately to the east of the quags - the 
summit of which attains a vertigo 
inducing 68m above sea level. 

I love this walk, not least, because of 
the panoramic view of the coastline from 
the top of the hill. Muckleburgh Hill, 
much more so than the quags themselves, 
is under-watched. Partly because there is 
so much habitat up there, and parts of it 



are dense and hard to work. 

I have managed to find Yellow-browed 
Warbler and Ring Ouzel, but there is 
huge potential for finding some great 
birds here. A full day can easily be spent 
searching the wide range of habitats of 
the quags, the hill, and the fields and 
hedges roundabout. 

Finding good birds can often be as 
easy as looking where everyone else 
doesn’t search. And, in spite of all the 
birders, there are still under-watched or 
even never-watched areas of north Norfolk 
waiting to be discovered. Why are no birds 
ever reported from a particular place? 
Maybe because no one is looking. 


Where to stay: 

Green Side Cottage, Thornham 

Sleeps six in three bedrooms, two pets allowed. 
Available from Norfolk Cottages, tel: 01263 
715779, web: norfolkcottages.co.uk from £475 for 
a three-night short break or from £633 per week. 
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the takeover of Britain was so 
extraordinary, but also partly 
because the dove itself seems, 
conversely, to be so entirely lacking 
in any unusual attributes which might 
take the conversation in a different 
direction. Rarely do we correlate 
success with being unremarkable, 
but in the Collared Dove’s case we do. 
It came, it conquered, life went on 
without a murmur. 

As the Collared Dove’s conquest 
moves inexorably into the more distant 


T he chances are that, apart 
from what you can observe 
for yourself, there is only 
one thing you know about 
the Collared Dove and its 
life. Famously, this bird arrived in 
Britain under its own steam in the 
1950s and became common and 
widespread here at extraordinary speed 
That is the Collared Dove’s identity, 
its eyebrow-raising claim to fame. No 
conversation about the bird ever strays 
from this path. This is partly because 


l he story or this seemingly 
unremarkable bird s distribution 
across the world is nothing 
short of fascinating 
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SPECIES FACTFILE 

COLLARED DOVE 

Scientific name; Streptopeiia decaocto 


Length: 32cm 
Wingspan: 51cm 

UK numbers; 

990,000 breeding pairs 

Habitat: Almost anywhere 
Diet: Seeds, grains, buds and shoots 


past, it is worth revisiting what happened, 
just to refresh ourselves. It was in 1952, 
almost at the same time that Queen 
Elizabeth II ascended to the throne, that 
the first male held territory near 
Scunthorpe in Lincolnshire. It is one of the 
delightful vagaries of ornithological history 
that, owing to the fact that a dealer had 
imported some birds 30 miles away at about 
the same time, the record of this vanguard 
was never accepted officially. 



Breeding rate 

Nonetheless, in summer 1955 a pair and 
some other individuals made landfall in 
West Runton in Norfolk, bred and 
eventually ascended to the British List. By 
1964, there were just under 18,000 British 
pairs and by 1966, the Collared Dove had 
bred in every English county and was 
increasing at a rate of 100% a year. 

By 1970, it had colonised all the Scottish 
counties, too. It first reached Ireland in 
1959. Until very recently, when there has 





been some evidence of a slight decline, the 
Collared Dove has continued its expansion 
and it now numbers about 990,000 pairs. 

Incredibly, the British expansion was just 
a small part of a pan-European explosion 
that had emanated from Turkey and the 
Balkans in the early 20th Century, Between 
1912 and 1974, the Collared Dove swept 
west to reach Norway, Spain and Portugal 
and everywhere in between. At its height, 
the Collared Dove was expanding at 
27 miles per year. It is another quirk of 
history that, during World War II, the bird 
was invading peacefully at the very same 
time that the German Panzers were 
decimating northern and Central Europe. 
The Axis Powers were defeated, and 

instead, almost every 



With the wings raised, the pale 
underwing is clearly seen (dark 
on a Turtle Dove) 


suburban street in Europe today throbs 
with the coo of a gentler victor. 

You might think that this would be an 
extraordinary one-off, but it isn’t. At this 
very moment, the Collared Dove is doing 
exactly the same in North America as it did 
here. In the mid 1970s, a bird-breeder’s 
house in the Bahamas was burgled, and a 
few Collared Doves broke free; presumably 
the owner was so traumatised that he 
released the rest of the stock, amounting to 
about 50 birds. From this misadventure 
another great colonisation began. A quick 
nip north to Florida and the whole 
continent beckoned; the bird has colonised 
many of the Lower 48 states, except the 
north-east, and has crept into Canada. It is 
also forging south into Central America. 

This really isn’t bad for a bird that began 
its ecological life on the hot, dry plains of 
India, its heartland up until the 17th 
Century. It can put on its CV: 

"Expansion over large parts of 
the world.” Obviously, 
there is an explanation 
for this almost 
unprecedented 
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skill. The only problem is that we don’t 
know what it is. Everybody assumes that 
some kind of genetic mutation turned a 
normal dove into an invasive dove, but 
what form it takes, and how it changed the 
bird, is a complete mystery. 

It is possible to look into the life history 
of a bird and look for clues that might 
render it exceptional, or at least different. 
Perhaps, for example, the Collared Dove 
has an unusual tendency to fly a long way 
and thereby spread? This is a gene that 
apparently affects egrets, for example. 

After breeding, immature herons may 
explode in every direction of the compass 
and go a long way. 

Sedentary birds 

But there isn’t anything special about a 
Collared Dove’s migration. Far from it; the 
birds are highly sedentary. A successful 
nesting pair may not move away from their 
territory at all, except perhaps in mid¬ 
summer to go after extra grain in the 
harvest fields. Although young Collared 
Doves disperse, as other birds do, they don’t 
go very far, and there is nothing out of the 



ordinary in their dispersal. And although 
the Collared Dove has been recorded from 
Iceland, it is thought that the individuals 
concerned didn’t make the sea passage 
unaided, but instead rested on board ship. 
They didn’t make it across the Atlantic 
under their own steam as egrets did, and it 
seems that, unlike their highly migratory 
near-relatives Turtle Doves, they aren’t that 
good at flying great distances. 

Perhaps instead they have exceptional 
ways of procuring a diet, or of utilising it? 
Again, it would seem not. They feed on 
grain and seeds, often from bird feeders or 
below them, or on domestic animal feed, 
stored and spilt grain. They simply wander 
around on the ground and pick it up by 
pecking. If you’re a bird, you really don’t 
need an instruction manual to do this. It is 
ingrained, so to speak. Of course, the fact 
that Collared Doves tend to live off the 
farming and gardening activities of 
humanity has not done them any harm, 
although this still doesn’t explain their 
sudden change in distribution. 

Continuous broods 

One thing that Collared Doves do very well 
is breed. They have a long season that 
usually begins in March and ends in 
October, although they have been recorded 



reproducing in every month of the year. 

The broods are continuous, and often 
overlap, with the pair feeding young out of 
the nest while the new clutch has already 
been laid. This impressive production line 
- a pair once tried nine clutches in a year, 
of which five were successful - 
undoubtedly contributes to their success. 
Various measures of a pair’s annual output 
hover between two and three young a year, 
more than enough to give the population 
a healthy increase. The nest structure is a 
very simple cup of twigs that would fail 
most building regulations. The clutch is 
usually two and sometimes one, and the 
young are fed on crop milk, synthesised 
from the adults’ plain grain diet. 

Pairing up seems to be pretty 
straightforward, too. The male’s cooing and 
flight display are both indicators, both to 
females and rival males, of general fitness. 
The birds in the best body condition almost 
always give three complete coos, whereas 
less physically fit birds may only give two 
at times, especially towards the end of the 
cooing-bout. The heaviest birds also add in 
a slight flourish before many of their coos. 
The attractive display-flight, in which a 
bird flaps upwards at a steep angle and 
rises to a good height before gliding down, 
often in a circle or spiral, is a sure-fire 
indicator of fitness, since it is extremely 
energetically expensive. So it seems that 
Collared Doves are as efficient at pairing up 
as they are breeding. 

Many species of birds are productive, 
have simple feeding methods and 
unremarkable migratory habits, but it is the 
Collared Dove, not anything else, that has 
exploded in population around the world. 
Look closely at its ecology, and even then 
there seems no obvious reason why. And 
that, perhaps, is the most remarkable 
aspect of this bird’s recent history. We have 
to talk about its expansion, because after 
all, there is little left to talk about. 

It just took over the world, two by two, 
coup by coo. 
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Ruth was very lucky indeed to enjoy sightings of the hard-to-see 
Giant Antpitta on a trip to Ecuador 


W e huddled together just 
before a bend in the 
narrow forest trail, 
silent, motionless, our 
binoculars poised for 
rapid lifting. The path was level but the 
terrain around us was vertiginous, steep 
hillside above, sheer drop below, the 
vegetation a mix of low bushes, spindly 
trees and thick rope-like vines, all 
covered with moss and lichen. We waited. 

The Ecuadorian, subtropical forest lived 
up to its damp reputation, as a drip fell 
from an oversized leaf above me and ran 
down the back of my neck, but I didn’t 
flinch. Then, from just around the corner 
ahead of us floated a voice. ‘Maria! 

Maria!’ it carolled, bouncing off the steep 
hillside before being absorbed by the 
dense, dripping trees. Again, ‘Maria! 
Maar-ee-aa!’ came his call, as our host 
backed around the corner towards us. 

Clad in T-shirt, jeans and Wellington 
boots, he carried a small pot from which 
he dropped a trail of earthworms like 
breadcrumbs along the muddy path. He 
continued to call, more softly now, and 
sprinkled the earthworms until he 
re-joined our group. Finger to his lips to 
silence us, he motioned us to lift our 
binoculars in readiness. 

Maria came around the corner. She was 
stocky, fat even; her back was plain 
grey-brown, her rotund belly a marvellous 
rufous colour, the throat and breast 
feathers lined in black giving her a faintly 
banded appearance. Her robust bill was 
dark, and she stood upright on sturdy grey 
legs, while her stubby tail could hardly be 
seen. Her posture reminded me of a 


tail-less thrush. Her bright button eyes 
took in the scene: earthworms and 
birdwatchers. She paused for a second, then 
darted forward to pick up an earthworm in 
that large bill. One gulp and it was gone. 
Two paces forward and another earthworm 
was hoovered up. 

Nearer and nearer she came, cleaning up 
the path of all the earthworms until she 
hopped onto a moss-clad tree stump just 
feet in front of us. She paused again, 
surveying us with her head tilted slightly. 

She turned around and assessed the 
situation from the other side. Deciding we 
were no threat, Maria swallowed a few 
more earthworms with gusto. Then, 
appetite satisfied for now, she collected up 
all the remaining worms in her large bill 
and hopped down from the stump. A few 
strides on those sturdy legs and she headed 
into the vegetation, blending into the 
background and completely disappearing. 


Standing tall 


Maria was a Giant Antpitta, a bird found in 
Ecuador and southern Colombia. Giant 
Antpittas are the largest of all antpittas, 
standing up to 28cm tall and weighing in at 
up to 300g but despite this impressive size, 
they are incredibly difficult to see. 

Their preference for tricky montane 
forest, their traditionally skulking habits 
and camouflaged coloration makes them 
almost mythical birds, and as their 
preferred habitat has come under threat 
from more cultivation by man seeking fresh 
land to farm, so the future of Giant 
Antpittas has looked increasingly bleak. 

Giant Antpittas are one of the most 
sought-after species on birdwatching trips to 


A Giant Antpitta 


named Maria 
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Ruth Miller is one half of The Biggest Twitch 
team, and along with partner Alan Davies, set the 
then world record for most bird species seen in a 
year - 4,341, in 2008, an experience they wrote 
about in their book, The Biggest Twitch. Indeed, 
Ruth is still the female world record-holder! As well 
as her work as a tour leader, she is the author of the 
Birds, Boots and Butties books, on walking, birding 
and tea-drinking in North Wales, and previously 
worked as the RSPB’s head of trading. She lives in 
North Wales, birdwatchingtrips.co.uk 


Ecuador, but good sightings have 
traditionally been few and far between. 

Enter Angel Paz, the ‘Antpitta 
Whisperer’. As a farmer, he worked this 
land with his family. Life was tough, but 
they were instilled with a determination 
to improve their lot in life. They began by 
creating a bird reserve on their land and 
by encouraging visitors to witness the 
Andean Cock-of-the-Rock lek. 

However, progress was slow with few 
visitors. Then one day, as he made his 
way to the lek, Angel encountered a Giant 
Antpitta on the track. With immense 
patience, he eventually encouraged the 
Giant Antpitta to trust him and come to 
his call in exchange for a meal of 
earthworms. He named the Giant 
Antpitta ‘Maria’ after his wife, and the 
fortunes of both that antpitta and his 
family were turned around. 

Lured by a tasty meal 

There have now been several generations 
of Maria, and Refugio Paz de las Aves is 
firmly on the birdwatching map of 
Ecuador. There is now a regular stream of 
birdwatching visitors to the area, and, for 
a small entrance fee, they are led into the 
forest to get close views of Angel’s special 
birds, as he lures them out of the 
undergrowth in return for a tasty meal. 

This is a brilliant example of 
ecotourism at its simplest and most 
og effective. Those entrance fees over the 
years have added up and allowed Angel 
to send his son to university, the first 


member of his family to benefit from 
further education. 

The money from visiting birdwatchers 
hasn’t just found its way into Angel’s 
pockets, it’s also spread across the wider 
community. Hotels, restaurants and cafes, 
taxi services in the area have all benefited 
from birdwatchers visiting, staying and 
spending their money here. The antpittas 
and the forest themselves are now 
cherished for their importance to the 
community as a whole and everyone 
appreciates that their value as a healthy, 
long-term, living resource is greater than 
any short-term financial quick fix from 
clearing new tracts of land for farming. It’s 
a win-win situation all round. 

Angel Paz’s simple but effective model of 
ecotourism has been rolled out to other 
areas and for other species, too. Now other, 
equally difficult-to-see species on the 
Refugio Paz de las Aves have succumbed 
to Angel’s patience and his offerings of 
earthworms, such as Ochre-breasted 
Antpittas and Dark-backed Wood-Quail. 

The same tactic has also been tried with 
success elsewhere, for example with 
Jocotoco Antpittas in southern Ecuador 
now coming to food, and even as far afield 
as Vietnam, similar ecotourism projects 
are benefiting birds, the local community 
and visiting birdwatchers. 

So, if you happen to have a handy 
antpitta, a supply of earthworms and 
limitless patience, what are you 
waiting for? You could become the next 
* ‘Antpitta Whisperer’. m 
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I Estuary Tower Grand Opening Weekend 


at Slimbridge Wetland Centre 

Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 November 




Join WWT Slimbridge for a weekend of events as the new Estuary 
Tower Hide is officially opened by broadcaster and writer Mike Dilger. 
The weekend will celebrate this new Slimbridge 2020 experience on 
the dynamic wetland habitat of the Severn Estuary. 
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YOURBIRDING MONTH 



T hroughout the summer, 
ducks seem to disappear. 
And this perception was, of 
course, their ‘intention’ all 
along. The idea, as you will surely 
know, is that during the risky period 
of summer wing moult, flight is 
compromised and brightly coloured 
drakes would be, to coin a phrase, 
sitting ducks for predators. So, by 
the power of natural selection, they 
evolved a strategy of moulting the 
body feathers to make them 


resemble the cryptically patterned 
females. So, for a few months, all 
ducks look similar. Come the 
autumn, though, they start to look 
like they ought to, like this bunch of 
dabblers (ie non-diving ducks). All 
you need to do is name them, check 
your answers on the next pages, and 
if you crave a few more tips on 
identification of ducks (or indeed 
other birds), turn the page once 
more to see a few more hints and 
words of advice. Good luck. 


Bird 3: 


Once again we dabble in the world of ducks, in 
this case, dabbling ducks. Can you name them? 



CAN YOU NAME THESE 
DABBLING DUCKS? 



Bird 1: 



Bird 4: 



Bird 5: 
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Answers & solutions 

Compare your answers with our answers and reasoning below. 
How well did you do, this month? 




BIRD1 

We cut straight to the chase with the first of our challenge 
birds; featuring a close up of the left flank, including the tail 
and crucially, part of the wing including the speculum’. The 
speculum is the often brightly-coloured panel in the secondaries, 
particularly of dabbling ducks. There are frequently of iridescent 
colours plus black-and-white stripes; and they can be diagnostic. 
This bird has a blue-purple speculum lined with black and white. 
There is another key feature which is unique to this duck species: 
the curly black upper tail covert feather. Both these features 
strongly point to drake Mallard, our commonest duck. This is 
backed up by the blackish tail coverts, white tail, pale grey flanks, 
and browner wing feathers. 

Key features 

■ Blue-purple (black and white) speculum 

■ Diagnostic curly black ‘tail’ feather 

■ Pale grey body, with brown in wings 

■ Black-and-white tail area 



Cleanly defined 
white belly 


BIRD 2 

Here are a couple of ducks in flight, looking like they are about to put the 
brakes on and come in to land. Similarity in size, structure and general 
pattern suggests that they are of the same species. The one on the left 
has brighter, cleaner colours and a pale grey bill with a black tip; while the 
right hand bird has browner feathers and a darker grey bill. It is safe to 
assume that the left bird is a drake. Let us focus on this bird: it has a 
clean-cut white belly, abutting a brown breast and a reddish head. 

A closer look at that head reveals a paler, creamy forehead and central 
crown stripe. These features in themselves are enough to identify this as 
a drake Wigeon. The relatively small, ‘dainty’ bill and steep forehead 
(see particularly in the right bird) confirm these are both Wigeons. 

Key features 

■ Clearly defined white belly 

■ Small, dainty bill (grey in male) 

■ Male has red head and buffy forehead 

■ Steep forehead 



BIRDS 

And so we move from the flying birds to the inevitable sleeping beauty, 
partially concealed in grass. It is an unusual looking bird, with a grey head 
and what looks like an extended crest’ on the back of the tucked-in head 
(with a fine white eye-stripe and eye-ring); a plain brown back; white 
spotted brown underparts; and areas of iridescent blue-green and white in 
the wing. This is an oddball duck, with a breeding population of 2,300 UK 
pairs; but if you are puzzled and start looking it up in your Collins Bird 
Guide, you won’t find this bird in the wildfowl section (indeed not until you 
reach page 423). This is because this particular duck is a naturalised bird 
(native to eastern Asia). It is a female Mandarin; as with many ducks, like 
a browner, duller version of the flamboyant, spectacular drake. 

Key features 

■ Grey head with crest’ and white eye-stripe 

■ Plain brown back 

■ Spotted underparts 

■ Iridescent colours in wing-feathers 
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Rufous flanks 
contrasting with 
white breast 


Black bill, head 
and back 
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BIRD 4 

With this one, we are back with two birds, which being of similar shape 
and size are probably of the same species. It looks like we are dealing with 
a pair, here, with the drake on the left of the photo and the duck (female) 
on the right. Let’s concentrate on the drake: it has a black head and black 
bill, and the black continues down the back. The breast is pure white and 
the belly and flanks a deep red-brown. In addition, the eye is yellow, and 
the legs and feet are bright orange. Crucially, that distinctively black bill is 
notably broad and appears to be being used to filter through the shallows 
(in both birds). These ducks can only be Shovelers. The reason the drake 
looks a little scruffy’ or patchily coloured is that it is apparently in partial 
eclipse (the female-like plumage drakes acquire during moult in summer). 

Key features 

■ Obviously, a male (left) and female (right) 

■ Drake has blackish head and bill and back; white breast 

■ Deep rufous flanks 

■ Bright orange legs and feet 


YOUR BIRDING MONTH 



BIRD 5 

And so, naturally, we return to a flying duck. Not a drake this time, 
it would appear, judging by the brown, streaked plumage. With 
birds like this, all you can do is make the most of what you can see. 
In this case, it is all about shape and structure, with a bit of help 
from that tell-tale speculum (the coloured patch in the 
secondaries of the wing). This duck appears slim and even a tad 
long-necked, with a certain elegance to its shape, and a 
medium-sized, grey bill. The plumage is neat, with particularly 
well defined pale fringing on the upper wing coverts: all pointing 
to this being a juvenile. The brown speculum combined with these 
other features confirms this is a juvenile Pintail. 

Key features 

■ Small head and long neck 

■ Brown-and-white speculum 

■ Neatly fringed wing coverts point to juvenile 

■ 'Slim’ grey bill 


Lots of black 
at tail end 



Droopy 

grey-brown wing 
feathers 


Finely vermiculated 
flanks 





BIRD 6 

And we couldn’t complete this sequence of six dabbling 
duck photos without the compulsory upending shot. Luckily, 
for all concerned, there is still plenty enough on show here to 
confidently name (and sex) this duck. Most striking, perhaps, 
is the extensive amount of black on the undertail coverts and 
lower belly as well as the upper tail coverts and lower back (with 
only a thin bit of white tail showing). The flanks are densely 
vermiculated, the belly looks white, the legs orange and there 
are extended, droopy, brown wing feathers. Many dabblers 
have black undertail coverts, but none as extensively black as 
those shown here, and particularly the black abutting the 
vermiculated flank is unique to drake Gadwall. 

Key features 

■ Black 'tail end’ including upper tail coverts 

■ Bright orange legs 

■ Vermiculated flanks 

■ Grey-brown wing feathers 



MY FAVOURITE SITE “I AM A HUGE FAN OF RUTLAND 
WATER AND THIS HAPPENS TO BE A GREAT PLACE FOR 
DUCKS OF ALL KINDS” mattmerritt.editor 
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MINDEN PICTURES/ALAMY MARGARET WELBY/ALAMY 


ID CHALLENGE 


ID Tips & tricks 

Here are a few extra tips to help you identify 
dabbling ducks in the field 

Hybrid dabbling ducks The speculum 



Jdst like every other type 
of bird, the shape of 
ducks’ bills varies 
according to their 
feeding habits, which 
vary from species to 
species. Learn them! * 



Interbreeding between wildfowl species is surprisingly common. Or perhaps, 
the offspring are just noticeable! Mixed pairings of different dabbling duck 
species (mainly the genus Anas) produce offspring with a wide range of 
patterns (most noticeable in drakes). Often the parentage is expressed with 
characters of each parent. However, sometimes the patterns can look like 
a ‘third species’, showing the shared genetics within the genus. Perhaps the 
most frequently encountered hybrid is drake Wigeon x American Wigeon. 
So, check any potential American Wigeon for possible mixed ancestry. 


The coloured panel on the secondary feathers of the wing of dabbling ducks 
is called the speculum’. The colour and pattern of this often iridescent bit of 
feathering can be very useful for duck identification. Check in a book to see 
which ducks sport which particular colours. In general, most dabbling ducks 
have predominantly green specula (or speculums), but there are exceptions, 
such as the blue-purple of the Mallard, or the largely white (sugar cube’) 
of the Gadwall. Note that the diving ducks don’t tend to go in for coloured 
secondary panels, so if you see one, you have at least narrowed down the ID. 


Eclipse drakes 



As stated in the introduction to this month’s 
ID challenge, most drakes undergo an eclipse’ 
plumage in summer. Adopting cryptic plumage 
during moult is the reason that all ducks tend 
to look the same in the hot months. It is only as 
autumn progresses, that they start to come out 
of eclipse and acquire the more ‘familiar’ colours 
of the breeding season (which starts in the winter). 
The majority of dabbling ducks have brown eclipse 
plumage; the main exception being the Wigeon, 
which has a lovely brick-red eclipse pattern. Also, 
if you look carefully, there are subtle hints in the 
plumage which reveal that the bird in question is a 
male, not a female. Eg. look at the Shoveler on the 
left and you will see a ‘ghost pattern’ of the usual 
drake plumage. Or just wait for winter! 



SNAP IT! 

Have you taken a great shot of a 
dabbling duck? If so, why not share it 
with other readers; send photos to: 
birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk 


NEXT MONTH’S 
CHALLENGE 

Winter raptors 
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COLLECT 

&KEEP 


Every month we bring 
you 10 more sites to 



10 GREAT SITES FOR BRILLIANT BIRDWATCHING 




MORE 

SITES 

Fora full list 
of the sites we’ve 
featured, go to 
birdwatching. 
co.uk/gbindex 


CRARAE GARDENS 


SCAR HOUSE RESERVOIR 


THIRLMERE 


VALLEY WETLANDS 


THORNTON RESERVOIR 


PELDON 




COLLEGE VALLEY 


CUCKMERE HAVEN 


KEY 


J~\ Sites may be best visited by car, or a car may 
be required to get from point to point. 

^ Requires birding to be done on foot. 

Specified points to visit, but can be done in any order (known as 

KEYPOINTS) 

j .Specified points to visit and are best done in numerical order 
\D (known asWAYMARKERS) 

NB: The MILES ON FOOT is the amount of miles you will need to walk and not 
necessarily the amount of miles in the whole route. The Tl ME is how many hours we 
recommend. So, if there are fewer miles per hour, it could be that there is more to see. 


o\. : o 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE1 ARGYLL / 1 K miles on foot 1.5 time: i hour 

CRARAE GARDENS 


Superb Victorian gardens with views of Loch Fyne 



T he 100-acre woodland 
garden was created in 
1912 by Lady Grace 
Campbell, whose nephew, 
Reginald Farrer, was one of 
those intrepid plant hunters, 
scouring far-flung corners of 
the globe for exotic flora. 
Farrer’s books changed the 
way we designed our gardens, 
rejecting stiff Victorian 
formality for a more 
naturalistic planting style. 

The steep-sided Crarae Glen 
was the perfect place to 
experiment with the trees and 
shrubs brought back from 
China, Nepal and Tibet. All 
rocky ravine and rushing 
water, the Crarae Burn 
tumbles down to Loch Fyne. 
Add about 50 different 
habitats, from cliff-like 
crevices to wet woodland, 


and you have the reason 
three generations of the 
Campbell family - Lady 
Campbell, her son Sir George, 
and his son. Sir Ilay - were 
able to recreate a corner of 
the Himalayas in Argyll. 

Maybe it’s not everybody’s 
idea of a birding trip, but the 
location is just right for a stop 
while on the way to visit 


Islay. The mix of plants and 
trees can be like a trip abroad. 

Add in a few birds, history, 
such as the Neolithic 
chambered cairn, and views 
over Loch Fyne, then get back 
on the road. White-tailed 
Eagles quarter the loch 
looking for scraps, maybe 
even robbing an Otter of its 
catch. There are plenty of 
divers in winter, with Great 
Northern lasting until May. 

Add on breeding Ravens and 
Buzzards, along with mixed 
flocks of tits with Siskin and 
redpoll likely. There will be 
wintering thrushes enjoying 
the mixed berries along the 
road. You should never get 
tired of Dipper, Grey Wagtail 
or Red-breasted Mergansers 
back on the loch. 

JOHN MILES 


KEY POINTS 

I found this location on my 
many trips to Islay. A nice break 
allows you to look at this amazing 
woodland with its mixed habitats. 
Scan Loch Fyne for divers and 
sea ducks. 

2 Wander around the lower slopes 
listening out for warblers, tits 
and finches. A Neolithic chambered 
cairn is found down here. 

The path zigzags around the, 
glen offering chances of 
Dippers and Grey Wagtails. 




SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: NR983 970 
POSTCODE: PA328YA 
HOWTO GET THERE: From the 
south: An hour drive from Glasgow, by 
Loch Lomond-side (A82) to Tarbet, 
then take the A83 towards 
Lochgilphead passing Inveraray with 
the gardens signposted from the road 
after Furnace. Alternatively, from the 
north: From Oban, Dalmally, Fort 
William, etc, take the A85, and just 
outside Dalmally, the A819 will take 
you to Inveraray, continue 10 miles 
south west on the A83 
WHERETO PARK: 

Large car park on site 
TERRAIN: All paths are hard 
underfoot but wheelchairs only in 
lower area. Stout footwear is advisable 
FACILITIES: 

All in Iveraray or Lochgilphead 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Buses run 
between Glasgow and Lochgilphead; 
ask to get off at the garden. Trains 
leave from Glasgow Queen Street, 
Fort William or Oban. You alight at 
Arrochar or Tarbet stations. There is 
a timetabled bus service which will 
bring you from the train stations. 
Traveline, tel: 0871200 2233 
LOCAL INFO: 

Web: nts.org.uk/visit/places/ 
crarae-garden 

Contact National Trust for Scotland, 
Hermiston Quay 5 Cultins Road, 
Edinburgh EH114DF. Tel: 0131458 
0200. The SOC, The Scottish 
Birdwatching Resource Centre, 
Waterston House, Aberlady, 

East Lothian EH320PY 
CLUB CONTACT: 

Web: argyllbirdclub.org 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Argyll, Jim Dickson, 11 Pipers Road, 
Cairnbaan, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 
8UF. Email: meg@jdickson5.plus.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 358,360 & 362, 
OS Landranger 55 


Even Otters have been seen this 
far up the burn. 


4 Not many Koalas up here but 
plenty of eucalyptus. Both 
Buzzard and Raven can use the 
trees for nesting. Take in the views 
across into the loch. 


5 The garden breaks out into 
upland but sadly you cannot 
keep going higher where the 
eagles fly! Slowly make your way 
back down viewing the nestboxes, 
to see which are being used. 
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SITE 2 NORTHUMBERLAND // ft ° .• o miles on FOOT: 10 TIME: 6 hours 


COLLEGE VALLEY 



C ollege Valley is part of 
the Northumberland 
National Park, and 
is one of England’s best kept 
secrets, with only one road 
in and out, although the 
southern end is overlooked 
by The Pennine Way, some 10 
miles from Kirk Yetholm. 

At the base of The College 
Valley lies the hamlet of 
Hethpool. To your right as you 
descend the metal road, 
cultivation terraces in excess 
of a thousand years old hug 
the slopes. What makes 
College Valley so special from 
a birding point of view is that 


KEY POINTS 

I At the bottom of the valley is 
a small car park which marks 
the limit of free public access 
by car. Straight away you can 
scan the hilltops for Red Grouse 
and Curlew while the woodland 
walks can give you warblers and 
woodpeckers. Crossbill is often 
reported here, too. 

2 Buzzard and Sparrowhawk 
are often seen. Stand on the 
bridge and look out for Dipper, 
Common Sandpiper and the 
occasional Goosander. 

If you have bought a day 
permit from Mounthooly, 
walk due south past the hide 
overlooking the old Black Grouse 


you can see lowland species 
such as Blackbird and Great 
Spotted Woodpecker from the 
car park at the bottom of the 
valley and, just 20 minutes 
later, be looking at high 
moorland species, such as 
Red Grouse, Whinchat or even 
Golden Eagle. 

In 1995, the Wilderness 
above Mounthooly was 
planted with more than 55,000 
broadleaf trees. This became 
the largest new native 
woodland in England. Black 
Grouse were initially quite 
successful, but bad weather 
and predation seems to have 


eradicated them from the 
valley. It is imperative that 
you study the College Valley 
website before you consider 
visiting. You can walk either 
up into the valley and hills, 
that takes you up the valley 
and either side of the College 
Burn, or take a circular walk 
to the north on public 
footpaths to Hethpool Linn, 
a dramatic waterfall returning 
along St Cuthbert’s Way. 

Both of these walks can be 
downloaded from the 
Northumberland National 
Park website. 

STEVE NEWMAN 


Lek site. Keep an eye out for Tawny 
and Short-eared Owl. The gash 
of the Red Cribs appears in the 
valley wall in front of you and you’ll 
come to a small post next to an 
abandoned sheep fold and a hut. 
The track divides here, take the 
left-hand fork walking parallel with 
the College Burn. Look for Red 
Grouse on the slopes above. 

4 After a while, you’ll see a large 
rock at the base of the Hen 
Hole from where you can prepare 
your walk up the ravine. We 
managed to get Peregrine fly over 
us here and Grey Wagtail, Raven 
and Ring Ouzel as we walked 
up the ravine. Golden Eagle is 
occasionally reported here, too. 




SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: (Mounthooley) 

NT 882226 
POSTCODE: NE716TP 
(for Cuddystone Hall) 

HOWTO GET THERE: Travelling 
north out of Wooler on the A697, 
take the B6351 at Akeld. From the 
west, take the same road at Town 
Yetholm. Arriving at Westnewton 
there is a sharp right-angled double 
bend turn at the Hethpool signpost 
- follow the road into the Valley 
WHERE TO PARK: Free car park at 
the entrance to the valley or buy a 
permit from Savills in Wooler on the 
day, which allows you to drive the 
three miles up the valley and park at 
the hostel 

TERRAIN: Narrow tarmac roads 
with livestock, deer and wild goats 
crossing over and wide grassy paths. 
The track inside the Hen Hole is very 
narrow and steep and can be difficult 
to negotiate in wet weather 
ACCESSIBILITY: Access by car on 
the private road, south of the 
Hethpool car park, is restricted to 
12 cars per day. A permit to use the 
estate roads by car can be purchased 
from Savills, Glendale Road, Wooler 
(opening hours Monday to Friday 
9am-5.30pm). If a permit is needed 
for a Saturday or Sunday it should be 
requested (from Savills) by sending in 
the date, vehicle registration number, 
payment of £10 per car per day 
(cheques payable to ‘College Valley 
Estates Limited’) and a stamped and 
addressed envelope. There is a 
charge of £10 a car. Permits cannot 
be reserved and are given on a first 
come first served basis. Tel: 01668 
281611 or email: JScott@savills.com 
Car permits are not issued during the 
lambing season April/May 
FACILITIES: None. Millfield on the 
A697 north of Wooler has an 
excellent cafe. Nearest pubs/shops 
are in Wooler or Kirk Yetholm 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 

Kirk Yetholm has a bus service to 
Kelso (35 minutes). Local taxi 
services in Wooler. Nearest train 
station is Berwick-upon-Tweed 
WEBSITE: 

northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/ 

college-valley.co.uk 

CLUB CONTACT: Northumberland 

and Tyneside Bird Club. Andrew 

Brunt, email: ntbcorg@gmail.com 

mb: ntbc.org.uk 

COUNTY RECORDER: 

Tim Dean, 2 Knocklaw Park, 
Rothbury, Northumberland NE65 
7PW. Email: t.r.dean@btinternet.com / 
tel: 01669 621460 
MAPS: OS Explorer 16, 

OS Landranger74 
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SITE 3 CUMBRIA lift °VW MILES ON FOOT: 6 TIME: 3 HOURS 



Raptors and wildfowl in a scenic Lake District setting 


THIRLMERE 


T hirlmere is a reservoir 
in the Lake District, 
created in 1894 when 
the area was dammed and 
flooded, drowning two 
villages in the process, 
Armboth and Wythburn. 

It now provides the city of 
Manchester with its water. 
When the reservoir was built, 
most of the surrounding 
hillsides were bare of trees 
and foresters had to carry 
buckets of soil up the hillside 


to plant them. Move on to the 
present time and ‘native’ 
comes into the equation - 
so many of the Douglas 
Firs and even Beech have 
been removed, replaced by 
oak, birch and many self- 
seeded willows. 

A tree that was here before 
the last Ice Age, European 
Silver Fir, has its largest 
British specimen on the west 
side of the water. The 
remaining big Douglas Firs 


SITE GUIDE 


GRID REF: NY 315169 
POSTCODE: CA124TP 
HOW TO GET THERE: Come off 
the A66 at Trelkeld coming from the 
east, heading towards Ambleside on 
the B5322, later joining the A591. The 
car park is well signposted. From the 
south the A591 brings you up from 
Kendal and Windermere 
WHERE TO PARK: There is a large 
car park (with its own ice cream van!) 
TERRAIN: Away from the minor road 
most paths are well maintained but 
there are some steep areas to walk. 
Best to use stout footwear 
ACCESSIBILITY: All year round walk 
FAC LITIES: Keswick or Ambleside 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Trains to 
Workington on Carlisle/Barrow line 
and Penrith on main London line but 
buses run from Carlisle, Whitehaven 
and Penrith to Keswick and Ambleside. 
Treveline, tel: 0870 6082608 
LOCAL GUIDE: http://bit.ly/2kpb9i0 
ORGANISATIONS: United Utilities, 
Haweswater House, Lingley Mere 
Business Park, Lingley Green Avenue. 
Great Sankey, Warrington WA5 3LP. 
Tel: 0345 672 3723 
COUNTY RECORDER: Chris Hind, 

2 Old School House, Hallbankgate, 
Brampton CA82NW. Tel: 01697 746 
379, email: chris.m.hind@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer OL 4,5,6 & 7, 
OSLandranger89&90 


and out-take both have 
Dippers and Grey Wagtail. 
Cone years see plenty of 
Crossbills, along with 
Siskin and redpoll, while 
Goldcrests need to be heard. 
Both Pied Flycatcher and 
Redstarts use old woodpecker 
holes here while Wood 
Warbler are found in the 
remaining Beech trees. 

JOHN MILES 


Goosander 


attracted early Goshawks to 
breed here, while Peregrine 
still breeds in the area. There 
has been a large fall in 
breeding Peregrines in 
Cumbria, caused mainly by 
lack of food here in the Lakes, 
but also persecution in the 
Pennines. The once 100-plus 
pairs has fallen to fewer than 
50 now. Buzzards and 
Sparrowhawks are still 
common in the area. 

Both Greylags and Canada 
Geese use the reservoir, while 
Pink-footed Geese use it as 
a flyway, passing through the 
Lakes down to the Ribble. 
Goosanders are now more 
common than Red-breasted 
Merganser while the intake 



KEY POINTS 

I I usually stop off on the main 
car park on the A591 and walk 
down to the water from there. Look 
out for pipits, wagtails and finches 
en route. 

2 Walk north towards the dam, 
with a mixture of conifers 
which may give you the chance 
of Crossbills. 

The minor road on the west 
side of the water is an easy way 
to walk and view the area. The 
road was closed for over a year 


after mass timber extraction after 
‘the beast from the east’ took out 
many trees. Look out for deer and 
squirrels in this area. 

4 The crag areas hold some 
good raptors, so check for 
classic whitewash on the cliffs to 
see the main roosting sites. 

5 Cross the main road and 
follow the trail parallel to the 
road. In open areas look out for 
soaring raptors and listen for 
woodpeckers. 
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SITE 4 NORTH YORKSHIRE//£*.''- miles on foot 4.25 time ; 3 hours 





Find waders and much more at this Pennine stopover 


OTHER WILDLIFE 

There’s a good mix of 
dragonflies, especially 
the Black Darter, 

\A/nir'n n\/oc ar-irl 


SCAR HOUSE RESERVOIR 


exclusively from Angram 
Reservoir, which in turn is 
fed predominantly from the 
flanks of Great Whernside. 

I had a classic day with little 
wind and sunshine. 

The woodland birds are a 
great start before approaching 
the reservoir. A nestbox 
scheme encourages Pied 
Flycatcher to breed here, 
along with many tits and 
the odd Redstart. Both Dipper 
and Grey Wagtail are found 
in these lower reaches, along 
with many warblers. The 
waders are in great numbers 
with Curlew, Snipe and 
Redshank, while 
Oystercatcher and Common 
Sandpiper are found around 


4 A second dam holds water in 
Angram Reservoir. Check here 
for feeding chats and Wheatears as 
well as wagtails and pipits along the 
concrete. I returned on the north 
side of the Scar House following 
more tracks. 

5 Here are some great hay fields 
full of breeding waders with wet 
areas for feeding. A shelter is found 
along the shore, which is a great spot 
for lunch! 

6 For Ring Ouzel in spring and 
summer, head up to check the 
screes and quarries higher on the 
fell. Then cross the dam back to the 
car park. 


the edge of the reservoir. 
Lapwing are just everywhere 
and come and mob you once 
they have young. Both 
Greylag and Canada Geese 
breed in the area along with 
Mallard and Teal. 

Being so high up in the 
Pennines, migrants pass over 
the area, with Common 
Scoter, Arctic Tern and 
Pink-footed Geese all 
recorded. Ospreys are another 
candidate, with Yorkshire still 
waiting for their first breeding 
birds. Birds of prey should be 
present in good numbers, but 
with Red Grouse moors close 
by, I only spotted a couple of 
Buzzards passing through 
when I visited. 

Red Kites have tried several 
times to establish in the valley 
while the quarries offer a 
great breeding site for 
Peregrines, only for them to 
be removed. Hen Harrier and 


Short-eared Owls can winter 
here. High up both Golden 
Plover and Dunlin can breed, 
but are just feeding when 
seen around the reservoir. 
Brown Hares are common. 
JOHN MILES 


S ituated at the head of 
Nidderdale, this 
Yorkshire Water site 
can be explored using this 
circular route around the 
water, well away from traffic, 
not like its neighbour in the 
valley, Gowthwaite. 

The reservoir, completed in 
1936, is remote and peaceful 
and surrounded by impressive 
scenery. It is fed almost 


KEY POINTS 

I On the approach road to 
the reservoir, check out the 
woodland, with the chance 
of mixed warblers, flycatchers 
and woodpeckers. 


2 Once you have reached 
the reservoir scan the 
nearby hillside for possible 
migrants moving, such as chats 
and Wheatears. Listen for the 
sound of breeding waders. 


3 1 walked west away from 
the dam following a 
hard track which is ideal for 
stopping and starting scanning 
for waders and even raptors 
in winter. 


L4iU 
II 5ft** 




SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: SE 067 765 
POSTCODE: HG35ST 
HOWTO GET THERE: Heading 
south off the A1 the A61 brings you to 
Ripon and then follow the B6265 to 
Patley Bridge. Heading north from 
Harrogate you can turn off the A61 
onto the B6165 and follow onto Patley 
Bridge. From here take the minor road 
to Ramsgill. Follow on for the reservoir 
WHERE TO PARK: 

Car park by the dam 
TERRAIN: A mixture of rough, 
uneven tracks, tarmac roads, and 
moorland paths. Some sections can 
get muddy and boggy at wetter 
times of year. There are some steep 
climbs. Sturdy boots, waterproofs 
and appropriate warm layers are 
recommended, as this is an 
exposed area where the weather can 
quickly change 

ACCESSIBILITY: All year round 
FACILITIES: In Patley Bridge and 
also Ramsgill 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Buses to 
Patley Bridge but limited along minor 
road. Traveline, tel: 0870 608 2608 
LOCAL GUIDE: Web: yorkshirewater. 
com/things-to-do/walks/scar-house 

ORGANISATIONS: The Old 
Workhouse, King Street, Pateley 
Bridge, Harrogate HG3 5LE, tel: 
01423 712 950, email: 
nidderdaleaonb@harrogate.gov.uk / 
web: nidderdaleaonb.org.uk 
Harrogate and District Naturalists’ 
Society, web: hdns.org.uk 
COUNTY RECORDER: Ian Court, 
email: ian.court@mypostoffice.co.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer 0L2, 

OS Landranger 98 & 99 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 5 ANGLESEY //ft -o miles on foot 2 TIME: 2 hours 


VALLEY WETLANDS 



An easy birdwatching walk over a short distance 


TOPTIP 

Eveninq or weekend visits ;■ 

am rpmmmpnriori when 


V alley Wetlands, an 
RSPB reserve, 
comprises three small 
lakes and pools with 
surrounding reedbeds, while 
a low hillock provides a good 
overview of one of the best 
lowland lake systems in 
Wales - tranquility amid the 
bustle of RAF Valley. The air 
base opened in 1941, and 
currently has some 1,500 
personnel, civil servants and 
contractors. It’s home to No. 4 
Flying Training School, 
responsible for training the 
UK’s next generation of 
world-class fighter pilots, and 
also to the Mountain Rescue 
Service; after all, Snowdonia 
is but a short flight away. 

In 1942, as peat was being 
dug from Llyn Cerrig-bach, 
one of the small pools. 


a wonderful hoard of 181 
artefacts of bronze and iron 
came to light. These included 
seven swords, six spearheads, 
part of a bronze trumpet, 
remains of chariot wheels and 
blacksmith’s tools, all perhaps 
placed in the lake by Celts as 
votive offerings to their gods. 

What was the birdlife then 
of the lakes and marshes? Did 
Bitterns boom each spring 
from the reedbeds? They 
certainly did boom here, and 
elsewhere in Anglesey, 
annually from the mid-1950s, 
though it was not until June 
1968 that breeding was 
confirmed, when a nest with 
five young was located at Llyn 
Traffwll, Valley Wetlands. 

Nesting of Bitterns in 
Anglesey, with up to 10 pairs 
at a peak, continued until the 


mid-1980s, then there was a 
gap of 30 years until the first 
nesting again anywhere in 
Wales was in 2016 at Cors 
Ddyga, another RSPB reserve 
on Anglesey, followed a year 
later by two pairs fledging 
three young at Valley 
Wetlands. It looks as if 
re-establishment is underway 
again, to the delight of 
listeners and watchers. 

Other notable breeding 
birds include Shoveler, 
Pochard and Tufted Duck, 
which in winter are joined by 
Teal, Wigeon and Goldeneye. 
Scarce visitors have included 
Green-winged Teal and 
Ring-necked Duck. 

DAVID SAUNDERS 

KEY POINTS 

1 Close to the car park, excellent 
views are afforded of Llyn 
Penrhyn with its wintering ducks 
- Gadwall, Goldeneye, Mallard, 
Pochard, Shoveler, Teal and Tufted 
Duck should all be quickly added 
to the days’ list together with Great 
Crested and Little Grebes and the 
ubiquitous Coot. 

2 Continue along the road or 
cross the railway line to reach 
Llyn Cerrig-bach. It was here in 
1998 that Cetti’s Warblers were 
first confirmed as breeding on 
Anglesey; a bird not easy to see, 
but one which loudly announces its 
presence by a loud song. 



SITE GUIDE 


GRID REF: SH 313765 
POST CODE: LL653NA 
HOWTO GET THERE: 

Cross most of Ang lesey on the A55 
(North Wales Expressway) before 
leaving this for Valley, then almost 
immediately turn south at the first 
roundabout for Llanfihangel yn 
Nhowyn and RAF Valley 
WHERE TO PARK: S 

pace for 12 cars at the southern edge 
of the nature reserve 
TERRAIN: Good footpaths 
which can become very muddy, so 
not suitable for wheelchairs and 
some boardwalks 

ACCESSIBILITY: Open at all times 
FACILITIES: None on site, the 
nearest toilets are in Valley, 3.5 miles 
away, or continue to Holyhead 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Good train 
and bus services to Valley and 
Holyhead with a regular bus service to 
RAF Valley, less frequent on Sundays 
Traveline Cymru 0871200 2233, 
web: travelinecymru.info 
ORGANISATIONS: RSPB, North 
Wales Office, Uned 14, Uys Castan 
Ffordd Y Parc, Parc Menai, Bangor, 
Gwynedd LL574FH. 

Tel: 01248 672850 
COUNTY RECORDER: David 
Wright, Graig Eithin, Mynydd 
Bodafon, Llanerchymedd, Anglesey, 
LL718BG. Tel: 0797 3568096, 
email: bodafondavid@yahoo.co.uk 
WEB SITES: Anglesey Bird News, 
Twitter: twitter.com/AngBirdNews 
MAPS: OS Explorer 262, 

OS Landranger 114 


From this the highest point, 
good views are enjoyed over 
Llyn Penrhyn and Llyn Dinam, 
where the surrounding reedbeds 
are the haunt of Water Rails 
and a hunting ground for Marsh 
Harriers which breed elsewhere 
in Anglesey. 

4 Separated from the main 
pools by the road and a 
housing estate is Llyn Traffwll, best 
viewed in the afternoon from a 
point on its western shore. In late 
summer, when the water level is 
low, it proves attractive to passage 
waders and terns and, in winter, to 
ducks, grebes and Coots. 
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SITE 6 LINCOLNSHIRE //£ ov* miles on foot: 5 time: 5 hours 


FRAMPTON MARSH RSPB 



A developing reserve fast making a name for itself 


TOP TIP 

Check tide times - a high 
tide will bring lots of 
waders onto the 


T his reserve, 
on the edge 
of The Wash, has 
quickly become a favourite 
with birders (and Bird 
Watching staff), not only 
because of its recent record of 
attracting rare vagrants such 
as Long-billed Dowitcher and 
Black-winged Pratincole, but 
also because a visit at any 
time should bring a long and 
varied list of sightings of 
rather commoner birds. 

Careful management of 
water levels on the freshwater 


KEY POINTS 

1 Scrapes: Lapwing, 

Redshank,Dunlin, Avocets and 
Black-tailed Godwit are among 
the regulars here, but good 
numbers of Ruff pass through 
on migration, plus plenty of rarer 
waders. Look for Spoonbills, too - 
they’ve recently become regular 
visitors. Wildlfowl in winter should 
include Pintail, Shoveler and 
lots of Wigeon, and check for 
Pink-footed Geese alongside the 
Canadas and feral Greylags. 


4 Meadows: As well as 
Lapwings, and the likes of 
Green Sandpiper along the 
ditches, these often hold Meadow 
Pipits and wagtails, including 
Yellows during migration periods. 


visit, with migrants 
passing through as well as 
the resident birds, and the 
prospect of the highest 
tides, a visit at any time 
should be rewarding. 

As well as the large numbers 
and variety of waders and 
wildfowl, which include 
species such as Redshank and 
Avocet as breeders, and the 
raptors attracted by them 
(Hen Harrier, Short-eared 
Owl, Merlin and Peregrine 
are all likely in winter), 
there are Turtle Doves in 
spring and summer, and the 
chance to look for passerine 
migrants making the hop 
across The Wash. 

MATT MERRITT 


Reservoir: More wildfowl, but 
this has also been a good place 
to find the likes of Black-necked 
Grebe on migration. While walking 
between the reservoir and the 
car-park, look and listen for Turtle 
Doves in spring and summer. 


scrapes is crucial to this, but 
there’s also a wide expanse of 
saltmarsh, damp meadows 
and ditches, hedges, and a 
small reservoir, so variety is 
the key here. 

While autumn and spring 
are probably the best times to 


Black-tailed 

Godwit 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: TF 358 390 
POSTCODE: PE201AY 
HOW TO GET THERE: The reserve 
is signposted from the A16 between 
Boston and Kirton. Follow the brown 
signs to RSPB Frampton Marsh 
WHERETO PARK: There’s plenty of 
parking (60 spaces, including six blue 
badge) opposite the visitor centre. The 
road goes on as far as the sea wall, but 
parking along here is discouraged as it 
blocks access 

TERRAIN: Tarmac road and firm 
gravel paths for most of the reserve, 
although muddier paths out the 
estuary and reservoir, or along the top 
of the seawall 

ACCESSIBILITY: Visitor centre has 
disabled access and hides are 
accessible, too. Paths open all hours 
FACILITIES: Visitor centre has hot 
drinks, sandwiches and snacks, and 
toilets. There are several hides 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Nearest 
railway station is Boston, four miles 
away. The nearest bus stop is in Kirton 
village, approximately three miles from 
reserve. The 113 Brylaine bus and the 
58 Kimes bus run from Boston from 
Monday to Saturday. The ‘Call 
Connect’ on demand bus service from 
Boston operates 7am-7pm weekdays, 
8am-6pm Saturday, tel: 0845 
2343344 web: lincsinterconnect.com 
ORGANISATIONS: RSPB Frampton 
Marsh, Roads Farmhouse, Frampton 
Roads, Frampton, Boston PE201 AY 
CLUB CONTACT: 
web: lincsbirdclub.co.uk 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Lincolnshire (South), Phil Hyde, 
email: philhyde55@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 249 & 261, 

OS Landranger 131 


2 Saltmarsh: From autumn 
through to late spring, 
keep an eye out for hunting 
raptors and owls, and flocks of 
Brent Geese, as well as pipits 
and wagtails. 


5 Estuary: You can walk right out 
to the mouth of the Witham, 
and during migration periods this 
is where many small passerines 
turn up. 
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MATT MERRITT 


GO BIRDING 


SITE 7 LEICESTERSHIRE // ft miles on FOOT: 3 TIME: 2 hours 

THORNTON RESERVOIR 


Its waterbirds galore at this lovely reservoir 


TOP TIP 

Visit early for best 
results, before the anglers 
and dog-walkers 





A ny sizeable reservoir in 
central England 
becomes a focus for 
both birds and birdwatchers 
and Thornton is no different, 
being a good place to see 
a variety of waterbirds, with 
a few surprises and an 
occasional rarity thrown in. 

A lack of muddy shoreline 
means there are rarely many 
waders, other than passage 
Common Sandpipers around 
the dam and the outflow, but 
scan what margins there are 
for Snipe in winter, at least. 


The commoner wildfowl 
are a given, but check for 
scarcer species. 

Gulls tend to be Black¬ 
headed, in the main, with 
most of the more unusual 
birds turning up in the roosts 
at Cropston and Swithland, 
two other Charnwood Forest 
reservoirs, but scan anyway. 
Similarly, check all the grebes 
carefully - while Great 
Cresteds predominate. 
Red-necked and Black-necked 
have turned up in the past. 

Night Heron was another 


Great 

Crested Grebe 


fairly recent record, in the 
overhanging trees in the 
western arm, but Grey Heron 
and Little Egret are regular, 
with Great White Egrets also 
dropping in. 

There are plenty of good 
views across adjoining 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF:SK474 077 
POST CODE: LE671AR 
HOW TO GET THERE: From the 
A50 at Markfield, take Thornton 
Lane towards Desford, and turn 
right into Reservoir Road 
(signposted Thornton) 

WHERE TO PARK: Free parking at 
the village end of the dam, with a 
few free spaces at the far end too 
(but be careful not to block access, 
and when pulling into the road) 
TERRAIN: Firm gravel path all the 
way round (although it is prone to 
developing large puddles), suitable 
for wheelchairs. The paths through 
the wood are muddier, although one 
is wheelchair accessible 
ACCESSIBILITY: Open everyday, 
dawn to dusk. Dogs allowed 
FACILITIES: 

Fishing lodge has refreshments, 
toilets (including disabled) and 
baby-changing facilities 
ORGANISATIONS: Seven Trent, 
mb: stwater.co.uk 
CLUB CONTACT: Leicestershire 
and Rutland Ornithological Society, 
web: lros.org.uk 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Carl Baggott, 

email: cdbaggott@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 233,245 & 246, 
OS Landranger 129 & 140 


farmland, so check for finches 
and buntings, and there’s an 
optional woodland walk 
which could add the likes of 
Nuthatch, Treecreeper and the 
commoner tits to your list. 
MATT MERRITT 


KEY POINTS 

I TFie area close to the car¬ 
park, and the dam, gets a lot 
of the commoner wildfowl, and 
offers good spots from which 
to scan the main body of water. 
In migration periods, look for 
Common Sandpiper along 
the dam. 

2 TFie western arm, with 
the fishing lodge, bias 
played host to the likes of 
Night Fderon, while from the 
bridge at its furthest tip, look 
for Spotted Flycatchers in 
the bushes, during spring 
and summer. Keep an eye out 


for Garganey, which are possible 
on passage. 

An optional woodland walk 
should bring the four common 
tits, plus Treecreper, Nuthatch and 
Great Spotted Woodpecker. 

4 The horse paddocks along 
this bank have had a good 
record of attracting Yellow 
Wagtails in spring, with occasional 
rarities such as Blue-headed 
Wagtail. On sunny days look for 
Little Owls tree stumps and holes 
in the hedge. Redstarts often stop 
off here during spring migration. 
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SITE 8 ESSEX // miles on foot 3 time ; 3 hours 


PELDON 



m 


Reservoir and farmland birds near the Essex coast 


TOP TIP 

Try a dawn viz mig 
from the church 
viewpoint 





■ - ^ -l & 





P ositioned five miles to 
the south of Colchester, 
the sprawling freshwater 
reservoir of Abberton covers 
more than 1,200 acres and is 
one of the most important of 
its kind for birds in the East 
Anglia region. 

The western section has 
more natural banks and 
riparian vegetation associated 
with Essex Wildlife Trust 
nature reserve, but much of 
the 12-mile perimeter is 
concrete banked, particularly 
at the eastern end where the 
deepest water abuts the dam. 

This walk covers the section 
between the two villages of 
Peldon and Abberton, 
affording views across the 
eastern arm, along with 

WAYMARKERS 


farmland habitat and a copse 
in between from public 
footpaths. Being so close to 
the Essex coastline, this 
famous old reservoir can 
attract huge numbers of 
waterfowl each winter. In 
among the flocks of common 
diving and dabbling ducks are 
good numbers of Goldeneyes 
and sawbills, plus the chance 
of scarce grebes, sea ducks or 
maybe a diver. Small flocks of 
White-fronted Geese and 



Bewick’s Swans also drop in 
and out most winters, and 
there is often a duck, such as 
a Red-crested Pochard or Ring¬ 
necked Duck to debate its 
authenticity. A lingering 
summer migrant is also 
a possibility. Adjacent fields 
and hedgerows can attract 
flocks of Golden Plovers and 
Curlews and a range of 
farmland finches and 
buntings, including Corn 
Bunting. Marsh Harrier and 
Buzzard hunt the open 
country - there is always the 
chance of a roving Hen 
Harrier. This is a suitable walk 
to be accompanied by a well 
behaved canine companion, 
while the facilities at the 
nearby Essex Wildlife 
Trust visitor centre offer 
welcome refreshment. 
PAULTRODD 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: TL990178 
POSTCODE: C057PS 
HOWTO GETTHERE: From 
Colchester, take the B1025 south for 
4 miles towards Mersea Island. Turn 
right at Abberton and first right in the 
village for another 2 miles signposted 
to Peldon 

WHERE TO PARK: Along Malting 
Road and walk down Lodge Lane to 
site. Alternative parking can be found 
in Church Lane, Abberton 
TERRAIN: Mostly on the level with 
good paths, some surfaced and 
suitable for wheelchair users 
ACCESS: Year round access on 
public footpaths 

FACILITIES: The Plough in Lower 
Road, Peldon is highly recommended. 
The Essex Wildlife Trust Visitors 
Centre at Abberton Reservoir, south 
of Layer-de-le-Haye has a cafe, 
toilets, picnic area, interpretive 
boards, hides and children’s play area 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: First Group 
Buses operate the No 67 Service from 
Colchester to Mersea Island that 
stops at Abberton. 

Web: firstgroup.com 
ORGANISATIONS: Essex Wildlife 
Trust: Tel, 01206 738172, 
web: essexwt.org.uk 
CLUB CONTACT: Essex 
Birdwatching Society, Peter Dwyer, 

48 Churchill Avenue, Halstead, Essex 
C09 2BE. Tel: 01787 476524, 
web: ebws.org.uk 

COUNTY RECORDER: 

Mick Tracey: Tel: 07500 866335, 
email: inf.ebws@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 184, 

OS Landranger 168 


1 A good vantage point to scan 
the reservoir banks for flocks of 
loafing gulls, which may include 
Caspian and Mediterranean. 
CFieck for any waders, typically 
RedsFiank, Dunlin, Turnstone 
or maybe a Green Sandpiper, 
plus Little Egret, Grey Fderon, 
Grey and Pied Wagtails; flocks 
of Wigeon sometimes sit on the 
bank. TFie open water attracts 
good numbers of waterfowl 
including large flocks of feral 
geese and swans, Great Crested 
Grebe, Cormorant, Coot, 
PocFiard, Tufted Duck, Pintail, 
Wigeon, SFioveler, Teal and 
Gadwall. Peregrines are 
regularly noted. 

2 Farmland Fiere and between 
the two villages should deliver 
roving flocks of Lapwing, Golden 
Plover, gulls, corvids, partridges 


and pigeons, plus Sky Lark, 
Meadow Pipit, Yellowfiammer 
and Corn Bunting. CFieck 
margins and Fiedgerows for Little 
Owl, Merlin, Buzzard, Kestrel, 
finchies, tits and Stonecfiat. 

A nearby copse supports 
typical resident woodland 
birds including Great Spotted 
and Green Woodpeckers, 
Treecreeper, SparrowFiawk and 
Tawny Owl. 

From the church viewpoint, 
scan the deep water towards 
the dam for wintering diving 
ducks suchi as Goldeneye, 
Goosander and, as the season 
progresses, Smew. Slavonian 
and Black-necked Grebes are 
sometimes noted Fiere as are 
occasional sea ducks, typically 
Red-breasted Merganser, Scaup 
or Long-tailed Duck. 
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SITE 9 KENT// MILES ON FOOT: 4 TIME: 4 HOURS 
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A wetland haven in the Stour Valley 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: TR 222 609 
POSTCODE: CT34BP 
HOWTO GET THERE: 

From Canterbury take the A257 east 
to Sandwich. After 2 miles turn left 
to the village of Stodmarsh. Once in 
the village turn left past the Red Lion 
pub to site 

WHERE TO PARK: Reserve entrance 
TERRAIN: Mostly on the level with a 
variety of paths, some surfaced and 
suitable for the disabled to the 
viewpoint, others very heavy going 
when wet, particularly by the river 
along the Lampen Wall and out 
towards Marsh Hide 
ACCESS: 

Year-round-access on public footpaths 

FACILITIES: 

Information boards and toilets in the 
car park. Hides and viewpoints The 
Red Lion in Stodmarsh serves food as 
does the Grove Ferry Inn. There are 
further facilities in Upstreet 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Stagecoach 
buses operate from Canterbury to 
Broadstairs stopping at nearby 
Upstreet, tel 0871200 22 33, web: 
stagecoach.com Southeast Trains stop 
at Sturry 4 miles away, for details, tel: 
08457 484950, web: nationalrail.co.uk 
ORGANISATION: Natural England, 
21 Valpy Street, Reading, Berkshire 
RGl 1AF. Web: naturalengland.org.uk 
BIRD CLUB CONTACT: Kent 
Ornithological Society membership 
secretary, Chris Roome, email: 
chrisroomelOS@icloud.com 
COUNTY RECORDER: Barry 
Wright, 6 Hatton Close, Northfleet, 
Kent DA118SD. Tel: 01474 320918. 
Email: umbrellabirds66@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 150, 

OS Landranger 179 


T he Stodmarsh area 
of the Great Stour 
river valley has been 
much manipulated by 
mankind down the centuries; 
from medieval monks who 
used the valley for grazing 
horses, to the 20th Century 
coal mining industry. 

The resulting landscape is 
now a National Nature 
Reserve under the 
management of Natural 
England, with a mosaic of 
lakes, meres, ditches, fen, 
reedbeds, wet meadows and 
a small wood, a haven for a 
wide variety of flora and 

WAYMARKERS 

I The damp wood can attract 
a few Lesser Redpolls and 
Siskins among the more numerous 
Goldfinches feeding on top of the 
Alders. Also likely are Treecreeper, 
Great Spotted Woodpecker, 
winter thrushes, plus Water 
Rail and Moorhen. Tit flocks 
may contain a few Goldcrests 
and the chance of a Chiffchaff 
or Blackcap. 

2 The large lake in front of 
Tower Hide attracts good 
numbers of common diving ducks 
including Goldeneye, plus grebes, 
Cormorants and roosting gulls, 
while Marsh Harrier and Bittern are 
often noted flying over. Check the 
scrub for Bullfinch, Treecreeper, 
Chiffchaff, winter thrushes, tits, 
Goldcrest and woodpeckers. 

From the Lampen Wall 
expect Kingfisher and Grey 
Wagtail along the river and 
finches, tits and thrushes in scrub. 
Reedbeds along the way can 


fauna. Thoughtfully located 
hides and viewpoints along 
the way enhance the walkers’ 
wildlife experience, without 
being too intrusive. 

Marsh Harriers are 
commonplace, with lesser 
numbers of Hen Harriers most 
winters, both of which roost 
in reedbeds at dusk. Other 
raptors to look out for include 
Merlin, Peregrine and 
Buzzard. The open fields at 
Grove Ferry sometimes attract 
White-fronted Geese and the 
occasional flock of Bewick’s 
Swans among the feral 
Greylags and Mute Swans. 


harbour Cetti’s Warbler, Bearded 
Tit and Reed Bunting. 

4 From the viewpoint check the 
marsh and flooded fields for 
waders such as Lapwing, Golden 
Plover, Redshank, Snipe and Green 
Sandpiper, plus dabbling ducks, 
Shoveler, Teal and Gadwall, Wigeon 
and the occasional Shelduck. Scan 
for birds moving along the valley, 
particularly Starlings, corvids, 
thrushes, buntings, plus harriers 
going to roost and at dusk, Barn 
Owl. Nearby hides overlook shallow 
lagoons surrounded by reeds, ideal 
for close views of dabbling ducks, 
Little Grebe, Bittern, Grey Heron, 
Little Egret, Snipe, Water Rail, 

Cetti’s Warbler, Bearded Tit, Reed 
Bunting and Kingfisher. 

5 The grazing meadows 
around Marsh Hide are a 
favourite spot for Water Pipit, 
plus Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, 
Sky Lark, Stonechat, Linnet, Reed 
Bunting and winter thrushes. 


OTHER WILDLIFE 


There’s an outside chance 
of a beaver from 
a reintroduction 
scheme further down 
the valley 


Marsh Harrier 


This site has an 
enviable track 
record for rarities, 
such as Glossy Ibis and 
Penduline Tit, and is one of 
the region’s best spots for 
Bittern and wintering Water 
Pipit, while Great White Egret 
and both Long-eared and 
Short-eared Owls are 
sometimes present. 

Stodmarsh NNR is one of the 
largest wetland complexes in 
south-east England and where 
Konik ponies are a part of the 
winter grazing regime. Keep 
an eye out for Water Voles 
along the river bank. 
PAULTRODD 


STODMARSH NNR 
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SITE 10 EAST SUSSEX // ^ °V* MILES ON FOOT: 5 TIME: 4 HOURS 

CUCKMERE HAVEN 


A floodplain and estuary popular with migrant birds 




TOP TIP 

It can get very busy at 
weekends and bank 
holidays 


I t’s always a pleasure to 
find a birdwatching site 
that provides you with a 
beautiful walk, no matter 
what you do or don’t see, and 
Cuckmere Haven comes very 
high on any list of those. 

The walk along the valley, 
from the Seven Sisters 
Country Park car-park on the 
A259 to the haven itself, offers 
gorgeous views in peaceful 
surroundings, accompanied in 
spring and summer by the 
singing of Sky Larks. 

The river itself (it’s 
canalised, but the original 
meanders remain alongside) 


tends to attract the commoner 
wildfowl species, and the 
wader scrape and other 
muddy areas rarely attract 
large numbers of anything, 
but the area really comes into 
its own during spring and 
autumn migration, when the 
valley acts as a funnel for 
passerines arriving from the 
continent and seeking to 
avoid the cliffs to either side, 
or preparing to make the 
return journey. 

At such times, it’s 
worth checking every bush 
or scrubby patch, for the 
likes of Whinchat, 


flycatchers. Redstart or most 
of the warblers. 

In winter, the main interest 
is often on the fields to the 
west of the river, which can 
get large gatherings of 
Lapwings and Wigeon. 

If you do walk as far as the 
beach (the quoted five-mile 
maximum distance assumes 
you walk down to the river 
mouth on either side), check 
for Rock Pipits (although 
there are usually lots of 
Meadow Pipits around, too), 
and perhaps the odd 
Oystercatcher, or even 
Turnstone, in season. And at 
all times, look up - the White 
Stork and White-tailed Eagle 
releases have been no great 
distance away! 

MATT MERRITT 

KEY POINTS 

The meanders of the old river 
are used by the likes of Mute 
Swans, the commoner ducks, and 
the odd Little Grebe, but check for 
scarcer species, especially during 
migration periods. 

2 The fields here attract good 
numbers of Lapwings and 
Wigeon in winter, as well as possible 
Golden Plover, Curlew, etc, and 
maybe a few Brent Geese. During 
migration, check the clumps of small 
bushes and scrub for passerines 
such as Whinchat and Redstart, 
while Stonechats should be around 



SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: TV 519 995 (this is the 
main car-park for the Seven Sisters 
Country Park) 

POSTCODE: BN254AB 
HOWTO GET THERE: Take the 
A259 coast road from either Brighton 
or Eastbourne - the river is just over a 
mile eastofSeaford 
WHERE TO PARK: There’s a large 
pay and display car-park just to the 
east of the river - cost is minimum £3, 
but the machines take cards and you 
can also pay by phone 
TERRAIN: On the east side of the 
river, tarmac path eventually giving 
way to hardcore and then shingle. On 
the other side, the paths are muddier 
and more uneven, and there are stiles 
throughout. But the walks are largely 
on the flat 

ACCESSIBILITY: The paths west of 
the river are difficult for wheelchairs, 
and crossing the bridge necessitates 
using a narrow path and crossing the 
road, so be careful. Paths open all 
hours, year-round 

FACILITIES: Toilets and refreshments 
are available at the Seven Sisters 
Country Park visitor centre, while west 
of the bridge, the Cuckmere Inn offers 
excellent food and drink 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Nearest 
railway stations are Seaford (a mile 
away) and Eastbourne (six miles 
away). The Coaster 12 bus service 
(Brighton to Eastbourne and vice 
versa) stops at the Country Park 
Centre, but check timetables, as not 
every bus does 

COUNTY RECORDER: 

Sussex, Mark Mallalieu, 
email: recorder@sos.org.uk 
MAPS: OS Landranger 198,199 


at most times. The drainage ditches 
are used by Grey Herons and Little 
Egrets - these days, also, check for 
Great White and Cattle Egrets. 


3 The beach gets a few 

Oystercatchers, plus Fulmars on 
the cliffs from early in the year. Look 
out for Rock Pipits. 

The scrape here gets passage 
waders, plus herons and egrets. 


5 Check the pool nearest the 
bridge for Kingfisher, plus more 
of the commoner wildfowl. 
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Noctivid Binoculars Ultravid HD Plus 


The absolute 
ptnnade of 
quality. 

Bright and 
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Sx42 £1799/ 10x42 - £1849 
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Binoculars 
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The golden season 

Autumn is here and for Clare, there’s no better time to be outside with the birds 


R egular readers 
will know that 
I spend a lot of 
time chatting to 
my neighbours 
- as a relative 

newcomer to the village, they 
teach me so much about the 
area and the wildlife that 
inhabits it. Starting a 
conversation with someone 
passing my gate often results 
in surprising discoveries and 
so I potter about the front 
garden as often as I can. I do 
so love a distraction! 

Last month, I told you 
about the Swallows who’ve 
been filling the sky with their 
shapes and this month, 
they’ve taken to lining up on 
the telegraph wires, which 


would make a pretty picture, 
but I never seem to get there 
in time. I mentioned this to 
the man who lives in the 
cottage with the cutest name 
and he said how much he 
loved seeing them, too, but it 
also made him a little sad as 
it signalled the end of 
summer. I am not sad about 
the end of summer, I am glad. 
I am glad because autumn is 
the season of abundance - 
there’s berries, windfall 
apples and nuts - all of 
which are great news for 
birds. And squirrels. 

The squirrel has been 
stealing hazelnuts from the 
tree and burying them all 
over the lawn. He does this in 
plain sight of Rocket and 


Rebel, my garden-dwelling 
bunnies, and this must really 
get on their nerves, because 
they’d love the opportunity to 
dig up the grass and destroy 
my veg patch. I don’t 
begrudge the squirrel taking 
a few nuts. It’s not like I’ve 
got enough to make my 
own version of Nutella, and 
the suggestion of toasting 
them for my granola sounds 
like a faff. 

Autumn brings with it 
golden light, papery, russet 
leaves, and a nip that makes 
me want to reach for a tartan 
blanket and my tweed coat. 
I’m so country these days... 

It might be a time when the 
days seem shorter, but it 
makes the hours of daylight 


all the more delicious and 
worth getting up early for. 

I’ve spoken before about my 
own mental health struggles 
and how nature has always 
been a healing force for me, 
as I know it is for so many of 
you. Mindfulness seems to be 
the word of the moment, but 
I’d argue that those of us who 
spend time in the company of 
birds have been mindful for 
years! Watching our winged 
companions makes us slow 
our pace, we wait patiently to 
see what they will do next, 
we observe the changes in 
their behaviour, immerse 
ourselves in their song and 
focus on the details of their 
plumage. We must be slow, 
treading carefully not to 


66 October 2019 







As you’ll see from our feature on helping birds earlier in 
the magazine, this is a very busy time of year if you’re 
trying to garden with birds and wildlife in mind. But it’s 
worth reiterating a few key things to remember... 

DON’T disturb potential shelters for Hedgehogs, 
amphibians and reptiles, such as leaf piles and log piles, 
or if you have to tidy them up a little, move them to 
where they can remain in place all winter. 

DO leave at least one of your garden borders intact 
throughout autumn and into winter, as the seedheads will 
provide valuable food for visiting birds. 

DON’T forget to leave any windfall fruit and berries to 
lie (assuming you’re not going to eat them yourself, or 
turn them into homemade wine). These are great food 
for thrushes in particular, and you may be rewarded by 
getting visits from Mistle Thrushes, Fieldfares and 
Redwings, as well as the more familiar Blackbirds and 
Song Thrushes. 

DO start planting now with next year in mind. Many 
wildlife-friendly bushes and shrubs need to be 
planted in autumn, and it’s also a good time to put in 
nectar-rich bulbs, which will attract insects (and 
especially bees), next year. 

DON’T delay in putting up new nestboxes, or 
cleaning out your old ones. Some species, such as Blue 
Tits, start ‘prospecting’ for next year’s nest sites as early 
as November, so getting this job done now means you 
won’t disturb them when they arrive. 



disturb them. Yes, that’s 
mindful, alright. 

Just the other day, I spent 
a good 10 minutes watching 
a juvenile Goldfinch feeding 
on the front lawn - just a 
suggestion of colour peeking 
through its brown feathers. 
He was joined by a gang of 
House Sparrows and a whole 
troupe of young Starlings. 
The Blackbirds are ever¬ 
present and kick up the 
leaves and the woodchip, 
but I still adore them. 1 must 
admit that they give me 
quite a fright when they 
sunbathe - with wings 
spread, it's only their eyes 
that move. 1 often think they 
are injured. 

I think you know me well 
enough now to realise that 
1 am quite emotional, and 
finding a young pigeon 
soaking wet under a hush 
realty affected me. Thank 
goodness for Facehook, and 
all the support there is, out 
there, for nature lovers 
who are there to 


support each other. The 
pigeon was still alive, but 
only just. I did what I could 
and tried to keep him going, 
but I was too late to help and 
he slipped away wrapped 
up in a crochet blanket 
in the shed. Of 
course, there are 
always debates about 
how much or how 
little we should 
intervene to 
help wildlife, but 
I truly believe that we 
must do what we feel is 
right, I am not ashamed to 
say that 1 cried. 

1 hope this month is a good 
one for you and that, rather 
than mourning summer, 
you’re as excited as me to 
welcome autumn and all the 
new life and colour it 
brings to your 


garden. 




cSS. 












Juvenile Goldfinches show 
the colourful wing 
flashes of adult birds 
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YOURVIEW 

PHOTOS, LETTER, TWEETS, QUESTIONS - HAVE YOUR SAY 


GET IN TOUCH 

birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk 
facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag 
twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag 

Bird Watching, Media House, 

Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA 




I’m now hooked! 

I wonder if I could express 
my thanks through the pages 
of your magazine to one of 
your contributors. 

My wife and I are 
birdwatching beginners and, 
on a recent holiday to Norfolk, 
paid our first visit to Titchwell 
RSPB. In one of the hides, we 
met one of your writers, 
Gordon Hamlett. He and his 
wife (sorry, I didn’t catch her 
name) then spent over three 
hours answering our 
questions and pointing out lots 
of species we had never seen 
before, including some we had 
never heard of before. 

He had no need to do this, 
as he was giving up his own 
time. But it was the passion 
and enthusiasm that came 
through. He didn’t just tell us 
what a bird was, he told us 
why it was Bird A and not Bird 
B and what it was doing there. 
His tips and explanations were 
brilliant and funny. My wife 
was tickled pink when he 
compared gulls to the different 
sizes of Marks and Sparks 
knickers. For me the highlight 
was when he showed me the 


yellow eye ring of a Little 
Ringed Plover, and he 
pointed out a Hobby chasing 
all the waders. 

I do have a complaint, 
though. He is going to cost 
me a lot of money, as we now 
know that we will have to buy 
two new pairs of binoculars, 
a telescope and plenty of 
holidays to try to see all the 
birds and places he was 
enthusing about. In one 
morning, he transformed 
a casual interest in to an 
exciting new hobby. We 
are hooked. 

One of the places he 
persuaded us we must go to 
is the Scottish Highlands and 
I understand that he helps lead 
trips there, run by the 
magazine. Do you have any 
details of your next holidays 
up there, as we would both 
love to go birdwatching with 
him again? 

Thanks again for two lives 
transformed. 

David and Sheila Hope 

■ The editor says: It’s 
wonderful to hear that Gordon 
and Chris fired up your 


Bo’s reply on cats... 

I’ve never blamed pet cats 
for killing birds - it is always 
the cat lovers’ fault! Not so 
long ago a study in an English 
village showed that, for every 
dead animal dropped on a 
cat-owner’s doorstep, at least 
10 were left where they 
were killed. 

Living on a slope, I have a 
wall ranging from three feet to 
six feet high, on top of which 
is a six feet high fence, and yet 
I am now building up another 
three feet of wire netting as 
nothing seems to stop my tiny 
yard attracting at least five 
different cats. They regularly 
kill ‘my’ birds and frogs. 

One correspondent said they 
were not prepared to ‘cage’ 
cats and keep them confined 
to their property, yet by law 
that is what you must do with 
dogs. Incidentally, I do not buy 
into “my cat is too lazy to...” 
if one were to see a pride of 
Lions lounging in the sun 
while antelope wander by, 
would you think they are lazy. 




or had recently fed! 

Why should cat owners be 
the only pet people who do not 
have to take responsibility for 
their pet’s behaviour? Of 
course, it’s natural for cat 
predators to hunt... what is 
most definitely not natural is 
for non-native species to be 
roaming free in artificially 
inflated numbers. 

Feral cats are a huge 
problem, too, but if Lions 
were eating people, would 
it be OK for them to be 
captured, neutered and 
allowed to go kill again? 

I’ve mentioned in many 
articles the numerous ways 
that we humans are both 
deliberately and neglectfully 
extirpating many species, 
including Hen Harriers. The 
problems are myriad and the 
solutions need to be, too... so 
be a responsible cat lover and 
always keep your cat confined 
to your property during the 
day and your house at night. 
Bo Beolens 


Send your snaps to birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk to be in 

with a chance of seeing your photo in print. All images should 
be high resolution JPEG files. 

Red Kite by Dennis Stinton 

Camera: Canon EOS 750D Lens: Sigma 150-600mm 
Shutter Speed: l/l,600s Aperture: f/5 ISO: 800 

B Little Egret by Ian Daly 

Camera: Canon 70D Lens: 100-400mm 
Shutter Speed: l/2,000s Aperture: f/6.3 ISO: 160 


B Wheatear by Stephen Greenstreet 

Camera: Nikon Coolpix P900 Lens: 428mm 
Shutter Speed: l/500s Aperture: f/6.5 ISO: 180 


D Cuckoo by Charlie Lowe 

Camera: Canon EOS 7D Lens: Sigma 150mm 
Shutter Speed: l/500s Aperture: f/6.3 ISO: 1600 
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enthusiasm for birdwatching 
- we’re very grateful to him 
for all his hard work, and we 
know from experience that 
he’s great at picking out all 
sorts of details that you might 
otherwise miss when watching 
birds. Look out for the 
November issue of Bird 
Watching, when we’ll 
have details of a Scottish 
readers’ holiday that 
would certainly help 
introduce you to some new 
and memorable bird species. 

I always agree with Bo 

Dear Bo Beolens. I read your 
articles in Bird Watching and, 
as yet, have not managed to 
find anything much to 
disagree with. After Sir David 
Attenborough, I find you one 
of the few spouting sense for 
little personal gain. 

I am now into my eighties 
and can only think that I am 
one of the lucky ones, having 
always loved nature and seen 
some wonderful places within 
our world, and having 
watched Rutland Water attain 
its magnificence, locally. 

Unfortunately, in my view, 
greed and politicians go hand 
in hand and little can be 
accomplished until it is to late. 
I feel very sorry for my 
grandchildren, we have seen 
the best, being able to go 


birding worldwide, but I feel 
little will be left in 50 years. 
Phil Langston 

Little Egret facts 

Further to Ian Parsons’s 
enlightening article on the 
Little Egret ( Bird Watching, 
August 2019), it might interest 
readers to know what the first 
serious guide, The Handbook 
of British Birds (Witherby et 
al.), had to say about this 
species regarding its 
distribution in England and 
Wales: “Very rare vagrant. 
Several recorded, but Saunders 
admitted only one - Countess 
Weir, Exe (Devon), June 3rd 
1870 - as thoroughly 
authentic. Others recorded 
from Suffolk (1879), 
Cambridgeshire (two around 
1849) and Yorkshire (1826 & 
1840), may have been 
genuine. One recorded 
Axmouth (Devon), August 
1930, may have been an 
escape, as may have been one 
seen at Milford Haven 
(Pembs), May 25th 1938.” 

Ian’s article drives home the 
point that we tend to cherish 
what is rare and take for 
granted that which is plentiful. 
We should really be enjoying 
everything that we are able to 
see. It’s not a given that it will 
always be there. 

Dick Myhill 



PICS FROM OUR 
FACEBOOK GROUP 

Join our dedicated #My200BirdYear Facebook 
group and share your best birding experiences 
and images with the community: 



g mwmssm 


facebook.com/groups/My200BirdYear 
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Send all your birding questions to 

birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk and our 
experts will give you the answers 


now. Could these youngsters be 
from a third brood? 

Pat Mills 


As far as we know, young male 
Blackbirds start to look like adults in 
their second calendar year (ie birds 
hatched this year will look like adults 
next year). Each autumn we get an 
influx of first-winter Blackbirds from 
the continent, the males of which 
are recognisable by their black 
plumage, black bills and lack of 
eye-ring. Blackbirds can have and 
readily do have two to three broods 
per year. So, yes, your birds could 
well be from a third brood. 

Spanish warbler 

Please help us to identify 
this bird. We saw it in the 
Donana National Park in 
Andalucfa, southern Spain on 
9 August 2019. Might it be a 
warbler, and if so which one? 
Could it be a Whitethroat? 

Shaun and Janet Dillon 


Teal or no Teal? 

Last week, I was looking 
through the very many birds 
at the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust 
reserve called Deeping Lakes, 
near Deeping St James, and saw 
this little duck (just behind a 
sitting Lesser Black-backed Gull). 
I think it may be a female Teal, as 
it was about the right size, but the 
head looks too well marked. 

Please tell me what species you 
think this duck is? 

Winston Fowler 


Your small duck, Winston, 
appears to be a Garganey. 
These are relatively scarce ducks 
which are very close in size to Teals, 
and at this time of year (when all 
dabbling ducks look brown) are best 
distinguished by their strong face 
pattern: dark eye-stripe and lores 
and pale supercilium (eyebrow’), 
plus a pale spot behind the dark bill. 
Also, Garganeys lack the pale outer 
tail feathers seen in Teal. BW 
assistant editor Mike Weedon is a 
frequent visitor to Deeping Lakes, 
and he confirms that there have 
been up to three Garganey there in 
the last month. 


Blackbird broods 

Can you please tell me how long 
it takes for a Blackbird to attain 
adult plumage? I started seeing 
juveniles in my garden in May, 
and I still have four regulars, 


SKULKING LBJ 

Please could you help identify this bird seen near Blickling 
in Norfolk by a work colleague. It was skulking through the 
undergrowth for about an hour but seemed to be relatively 
unconcerned by his presence. 

Gary Goff in 


The ‘plain’ brownish plumage, slight build and fine bill all 
point to this being a warbler species, but which one? The 
rounded head and plain face point to it being a Sylvia species, and 
the key feature is the distinctive rusty fringing to the wings, which 
combined with the long tail, pale eye-ring and pale lower mandible all 
show this is a Whitethroat. 


As far as we can tell from the 
photos, Shaun and Janet, 
your bird is indeed a Whitethroat. 
The elongate shape, brown 
plumage, long tail and chestnut- 
fringed wings all point to this ID. 

Cricket query 

Just reading latest edition 
of Bird Watching . Could this 
be a Southern Oak Bush-cricket? 
It was on a rhubarb leaf below 
trees and was large - body almost 
2cm. The colour doesn’t quite 
match images I can find on the 
internet. I’m in south Lines. 

Jane (by email) 


We think that your photo 
shows a male Speckled 


crickets are covered in tiny spots 
(hence the name) and their wings 
are so tiny, as you can see in your 
photo, that they are flightless. 

The male has a pale brown 
stripe down its body and, of 
course, lacks the elongate 
ovipositor of the female. It is 
possibly the common bush-cricket 
in the UK, especially in the 
Midlands and southern England. 


Bush-cricket. These plump, green 
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THE 

TINNITUS 

CLINIC™ 


Frustrated by being told that you have to ‘just live with it’? 

The Tinnitus Clinic combines the latest in sound 
technology with modern therapies scientifically proven to 
reduce your tinnitus, stress and anxiety; improving sleep 
quality and general well-being. 

Take back control of your life, call The Tinnitus Clinic to 
make an appointment today. 


Freephone 0800 030 6617 

www.thetinnitusclinic.co.uk 



NatureCl0Se Tr WATERPROOF spotting scopes 



Ideal for birdwatching and general nature observations. 
All models deliver crisp, high resolution images with 
excellent colour correction. A high quality zoom eyepiece 
with generous eye relief is supplied with all models. 
BaK-4 prisms and fully multi-coated optics. Rubberised 
aluminium body construction. Tripod mounting Bush, 
sun shade. Supplied with case. 


Model ST65A 

16-48x65mm 


X 

Model ST80A 

20-60x80mm 



Model STIOOA^ 

22-67x100mm 


\ 

“The (ST80A) Spotting Scope easily outperforms it’s price tag and 
makes an excellent choice for anyone looking for a good all round 
entry-mid level scope.” www.bestspottingscopereviews.com 

___ / 



STRAIGHT VIEWING MODELS ALSO AVAILABLE 



www.opticalvision.co.uk 

See our website for full details & your nearest dealer 
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CL Pocket 

Binoculars that are always with you and are 
a part of everything that you do, no matter 
what you’re doing, are practical. Binoculars 
that promise absolutely unrestricted viewing 
comfort are wonderful. But compact binoculars 
that also offer outstanding optical quality are 
simply brilliant. Just as brilliant as the new CL 
Pocket binoculars: 100% binoculars. 


CL Pocket 8x25 B 

£530.00 

CL Pocket 10x25 B 

£575.00 



We buy your quality used 
binoculars, telescopes 
and other photographic 
equipment 


Nikon 



PROSTAFF 35 


Extremely compact and lightweight, PROSTAFF 
3S binoculars are ideal for casual outdoor 
activities. The slim body and comfortable grip 
ensure easy handling. Being waterproof and 
fog-free makes them suitable for all kinds of 
weather. Images are sharp and bright due to the 
multilayer-coated lenses and high-reflectivity 
prism coating. 


Prostaff 3s 8x42 

£139.00 


Prostaff 3s 10x42 

£149.00 



MONARCH 5 


Made for intense use even under difficult light 
conditions, MONARCH 5 8x42 binoculars deliver 
what serious hunters and nature watchers look 
for: sharp bright images, a rugged design and 
high-comfort handling. MONARCH 5 binoculars 
are made for demanding conditions. They are 
waterproof, fog-proof, and the rubber armor 
provides a secure, comfortable grip. 


Monarch 5 8x42 

£269.00 

Monarch 5 10x42 

£279.00 



MONARCH 7 


Comfort is king! Nikon’s new MONARCH 
7 binoculars suit all outdoor activities from 
hunting expeditions to nature walks. The 
sophisticated all-new compact design weighs 
less than 500 g, making the MONARCH 7 the 
lightest in its class of high performance bin¬ 
oculars. Equally impressive are the superior 
optics and wide field of view. 


Monarch 7 8x30 

£279.00 

Monarch 7 10x30 

£299.00 
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EXCHANGE 

WELCOME 
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Visit 

www.LCEgroup.co.uk/ 

events 

for a list of optical and 
photographic events 
happening throughout 
the year 




All listed branches stock an extended range of optical products and endeavor to keep a selection of these recommended items in stock. Please call before making a journey. 



PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

Upgrading - we want your old cameras and photographic eguipment! 

• EXPERIENCED KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF 

• TOP PRICES PAID * FILM OR DIGITAL EQUIPMENT CONSIDERED 

• QUALITY EQUIPMENT BOUGHT OUTRIGHT! 

Ask us today and see how much your old equipment is worth - it may be worth more than you think! 








































SEARCH OUR USED EQUIPMENT AT: 

www.LCEgroup.co.uk 



HUGE RANGE AVAILABLE TO SEARCH TODAY! 




Every lens is fully multi-coated on both sides to ensure a bright, high resolution image 
that offers great light transmission and improved contrast. 

Every Nature-Trek binocular features twist-up eye cups with three positions that allow the 
eye relief to be set correctly and ensure a full field of view. 

Smooth and precise focusing with impressive depth of field ensure no details are lost 
when viewing at long or short distances. 

An ultra modern design encased in a textured green rubber. The robust construction 
protects against water, fogging and accidental drops. 


Nature Trek 8x42 

£129.99 

Nature Trek 10x42 

£139.99 



Stunning optics providing crisp, clear and bright images with staggering light 
transmission, you will not be surprised that the Endurance range is head and 
shoulders above all competition in their price range. Where ED glass is utilised 
the optics show reduced colour fringing and the fully multi-coated lenses provide 
high resolution images ensures no details are lost when viewing at long or short 
distances down to 2m. 

All models feature twist-up eyepieces designed to help set the correct eye relief, 
making for comfortable viewing. 


Endurance ED 8x32 

£179.99 

Endurance ED 8x42 

£209.99 

Endurance ED 10x42 

£209.99 



Frontier HD X models utilise Dielectric Coatings providing increased light reflectivity 
and Fully Multi-Coated optics to produce sharp images. 

Designed from conception to offer the best performance available. The magnesium 
alloy body and high grade materials are a cut above the rest. 

Designed to be well balanced and fit effortlessly in the hand, Frontier binoculars are 
manufactured with soft touch rubber body armour for comfort in use. 

Replaceable twist-up eye cups with position stops allow you to set correct eye 
relief depending on personal preference or if eye glasses are being used. 


Frontier HD X 8x32 

£239.00 

Frontier HD X 8x42 

£269.00 

Frontier HD X 10x42 

£279.00 
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BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 


UK MAILORDER Next day delivery available from all LCE branches. FREE postage on selected items. E. & 0. E. 

Prices quoted include VAT (9 20%. Prices subject to change. Goods subject to availability. 





















Welcome to 


NOW BOOKING FOR 2019/20 



birding and wildlife holidays 


DO IT THE HEATHERLEA WAY 

Because Heatherlea gives you more! 

From Capercaillie and Corncrake in Scotland, to Red-flanked Bluetail in Finland and Nepal, Heatherlea offer 
memorable wildlife experiences all around the world, in the company of highly capable Leaders who really 
look after you. We offer the standards you deserve, with ATOL-protection and pre-flight VIP service 
overseas, and 5-star Wildlife Experience accreditation in Scotland. Heatherlea is a small specialist holiday 
company run BY birders FOR birders, where clients really do come first. Come and see! 



- 



The Best of SCOTTISH and WORLD Birding 


/ In Scotland join us at our famous Hotel in Nethy Bridge, 
and see all the birds, all year round. For Scottish islands, 
join specially-designed itineraries full of wildlife. Ideal 
for birders of all abilities, fully inclusive of en-suite 
accommodation, all meals and expert guiding. 

/ Choose from over 20 ‘Mainland Scotland’ itineraries over 
47 weeks of the year, and Scottish island holidays to see 
birdlife from Ailsa Craig to Muckle Flugga. We are your local 
experts, living and birding in Scotland all the time, with up- 
to-the-minute knowledge and everything you need. 


\ 


© EARLY BIRDER 
DEALS 

Join our ‘Mainland Scotland’ 
weeks and save up to £300 
from website-published prices. 
Available on holidays from Jan 
-Nov, prices rise as places fill! 


© SHORT 
BREAKS 


ONLY £495 

See our website 
for full details 



/ Overseas all holidays include pre-flight hotel, VIP 
Lounge, field guide and NEW! Tips Wallet, plus we 
organise flight upgrades, car parking and more. 

Led by expert guides who really look after you, 
with a flavour of the country we are visiting. 

/ 2020 destinations include China, Queensland, Kenya, 
Belize, Sweden, Spain (Catalonia and south-east 
Aragon), Belarus, Skyros, Iceland, Austria, Costa 
Rica, Ghana, Vietnam, Uganda, Trinidad/Tobago/St 
Lucia, Ecuador, Brazil (Pantanal), and many more. 


We want everyone to join us, and because we own our Hotel in Nethy 
Bridge, can make extra special offers to our many birding friends. 
Here are some great top-value reasons to choose Heatherlea! 

READ OUR BRAND NEW 2020 BROCHURE! 

New for 2020 are Tibetan Plateau, Czech Republic 
short break, Po Delta and Rome, Guatemala, Colombia, 
West Sussex and Kent, and many more, including in 
Scotland ‘Highlands and the Isle of May’ and 
‘Birding the north Coast 500’. 

FULL 2020 BROCHURE NOW AVAILABLE 


Choose Heatherlea - outstanding value from your complete holiday provider! 

See our website or call our office for full details. 


Heatherlea, The Mountview Hotel, 
Nethy Bridge, Inverness-shire 
PH25 3EB. 


Web: heatherlea.co.uk Tel: 01479 821248 
Email: info@heatherlea.co.uk 
Twit: @heatherleabirds F/book: heatherleabirdwatching 
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Amazing Ecuador 


Boasting the second most bird species in the 
world, youVe never more than a stones throw 
away from some fascinating sights! 

WORDS: KATIE STACEY PHOTOS: LUKE MASSEY 


REFU6I0 PAz. 
PE LAS AVES 


tahpayapa 

BIRD LODGE 


AhAGUSA 

RESERVE 

BELLAVISTA 
.cloud Forest 




I ’m peering through the scope, allowing 
my gaze to be directed by the student 
who has been studying the nest for the 
past two weeks. I can see the muddy 
scrape, but the chick apparently sitting to 
the right of it is just not appearing for me. 
“Do you think the parents will come?” 

I ask hopefully. I’m confident there’s no 
way I’d miss them! “They tend to only 
visit in the morning,” he replies, and as 
it’s now the afternoon, I’m guessing he 
doesn’t fancy my chances, which is a 
real shame as we only have one day up 
here in the Andes. 

It’s my first time in Ecuador, and as we 
only have nine days, wildlife photographer 
Luke Massey and I have set ourselves the 
limit of only exploring within two hours 
of Quito, its capital city. This way, we 
believed, we would be able to do the area 
justice and maximise our chances of 
seeing the target species of the area. But 
now I’m not so sure. That’s not to say the 



trip hasn’t started 
brilliantly - we are at 
our first stop, a place 
called Tambo Condor 
(a name which gives 
away the bird I am 
currently scouring the 
opposite hillside for) and we 
have already seen a Giant Hummingbird, 
as well as Long-tailed Trainbearer, Scarlet 
Violetear and Green Thorntail (at this 
location, you can see 15 different species 
of hummingbird, and the country boasts 
150!) along with a glut of Masked 
Flowerpiercers. But the Andean Condor, 
Ecuador’s national bird, that’s what I’m 
really after... our guide Fernando is not 
dissuaded by the birds’ apparent schedule 
- “Let’s try another spot!” he suggests. 

We move a little further up the road to 
the Antisanilla viewpoint, and in the 
scrub below a Tufted Tit-tyrant and Black 
Flowerpiercers flit about, while overhead, 


AHTISAMILLA 

RESERVE 


a Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle and 
Carunculated Caracaras catch thermals. 

I start at these soaring birds - could it be? 
But I am assured that when I see the 
Andean condor, I will know - they are, 
after all, the biggest flying bird with their 
combination of wingspan and weight. 

And then a cry from behind and I look 
up, just as the male condor glides 
overhead, his size is breathtaking. 

He effortlessly covers the distance 
between our viewpoint and the opposite 
side of the valley, where I can now make 
out an excited little chick, flapping its 
wings expectantly, and, sure enough, 
the adult sets down beside it and begins 
to feed its offspring. 

When it is done, it spreads its mammoth 
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of the Ecuadorian hillstar, a hummingbird 
endemic to the paramo. It doesn’t take 
long to spot them as they whizz from 
flower to flower. Overhead, two more 
Andean Condors are circling - in Ecuador, 
the condor count is 60 and on the 
Antisanilla Reserve, their best count in 
one day was 28 different individuals - not 
bad for a bird in danger of extinction! 


wings and takes once more to the sky, 
and with the show over, we continue up 
the hill to the Antisanilla Reserve proper, 
an area protected by the Jocotoco 
foundation, in search of another target. 

Above 3,000m, we hit the paramo where 
White-tailed Deer graze among the paja 
grass and a Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle 
perches on a fence post, feeding on an 
unfortunate rabbit. We pull up and 
continue on foot, past little watering holes 
where Andean Teal, Andean Coot and 
Andean Lapwing feed, and then we head 
a little higher towards an area of bright 
orange flowers - chuquirahua, a favourite 


Drastic habitat change 

From the Andes south east of Quito, we 
then head to the cloud forests north west, 
and with this drastic change in habitat 
came a dramatic change in species. If it 
is possible, there were even 
more hummingbirds - and you can 
quite understand why Quito’s emblem 
is the hummingbird! 

Most lodges leave out sugar feeders 
that entice an incredible variety, but 
Alambi takes the cake with a record 22 
species seen in one day! And I could 
believe it, for in the morning that we are 
there we see 18 of them, including the 



An Andean Condor soars 
over the Antisanilla reserve, 
just 40 minutes from Quito' 
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Violet-bellied Hummingbird, which owner 
Favian Luna Castilla said had only been 
visiting for the last few weeks. 

To top off our morning, Favian shows us 
down to the river, where a pair of White- 
capped Dippers bob for their lunch. 

Our accommodation for that night, 
Tandayapa Bird Lodge, also boasts an 
impressive array of hummers, as well as 
some very confiding Toucan Barbets; but 
for me, the show-stopper there is the 
habituated Scaled Antpitta, which visits 
each evening. For the majority of our stay, 
we are based at Bellavista Cloud Forest, 
and without even leaving our bedroom, 
we are treated to Masked Trogon and 
Plate-billed Mountain Toucan. 

The dining room overlooks a lush green 
valley, and for lunch a Black-and-chestnut 
Eagle and a Broad-winged Hawk swirl in 
the thermals, while a White-faced 
Nunbird perches nonchalantly on a branch 
beside the window. In the evenings, our 
dinner is disturbed with news of a unique 
nocturnal visitor - a newly-named species 
as of 2013 - the Olinguito, a cute creature 
with a long tail and a brown fuzzy coat 
and a gremlin-like face. 

Our first day trip is to Refugio Paz de 
Las Aves, a 61-acre nature reserve owned 
by Angel Paz, or as I came to think of 
him. The Man Who Talks to Birds. 

Angel is primarily a beef farmer, but he 
has a keen passion for birds. 

In 2005, Angel discovered an Andean 
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Cock-of-the-Rock lek, and that is where 
our day begins, among a tangle of forest, 
watching flashes of orange, as the males 
manically dance from tree to tree in an 
effort to impress the females. After that 
first hour of dawn, the lek draws to a 
close, but our day with Angel has only 
just begun, for he has a plethora of highly 
cryptic and notoriously hard to see birds 
to show us. He begins with the family of 
Dark-backed Wood Quail, a pair with one 
chick, which appear on Angel’s call and 
pose prettily for pictures in exchange for 
a banana. This is just the start of Angel’s 
now world-famous flock, which all began 
with a bird named Maria. 

Maria, as it turns out, is a Giant Antpitta 


- a bird only rediscovered in the early 
1990s after decades of essentially being 
‘lost’ - who answers to her name and 
a few scattered worms. Since Maria, has 
come Andreaita - a Rufous-crowned 
Antpitta, Philomena - a Yellow-breasted 
Antpitta, as well as a Moustached Antpitta 
and a pair of Ochre-breasted Antpittas, 
whose first names I didn’t catch... 

Prospecting for Oilbirds 

On day two, we head in search of a unique 
bird, in fact it is the only nocturnal, 
fruit-eating bird in the world and each 
night, they can fly up to 75 miles from 
their cave in search of food - Oilbirds. 
Their name comes from their nestlings, 
which become very fat, often double the 
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Naturetrek is the UK's leading wildlife holiday specialist offering: 
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Wildlife cruises on exclusive Naturetrek charters 

Birdwatching, botany, mammals & more 

Unrivalled expertise built over 33 years 

Best wildlife holidays available ^ 

All at unbeatable prices 

^ j 

r Visit us on v i£?Z ■ 

A Facebook Hr Tl 










* 














BIRD THE WORLD ECUADOR 



\ 

The highlands of 
Antisanilla reserve 

I 


size of their parent, who indigenous 
people used to collect to boil down 
for their oil. 

Our guide for the morning is Antonio, 
a man who used to sell Oilbirds to 
collectors, but who now takes people to 
see them, instead. In a slow month, 
Antonio has about 100 visitors, and, in a 
busy month, this number goes up to 250. 

I can immediately understand what 
attracts people to come and visit these 
furby-like creatures. Sitting in pairs on 
rocky ledges in a narrow cave, some are 
merely silhouettes, their long whiskers 
and heavy hooked bill their most defining 
features. But a few sit out, rufous brown 
with a white-spotted plumage - to me, 
they look like overgrown nightjars (in 
fact they come from the same order, 
Caprimulgiformes). Antonio warns us not 
to be afraid of the screams, snarls and 
snoring sounds they make - I’m surprised 



to learn that people find them scary? 

Instead, I find their noises rather 
endearing. Oilbirds are monogamous and 
spend most of the day in their pairs, even 
when they are not nesting, mutually 
preening and reaffirming their bond. 

On our way back, we drove through the 
valleys, where Swallow-tailed Kites and 
White-collared Swifts played on the 
thermals, while Pale-mandibled Aracari 
and Red-billed Parrots foraged in the tree 
line. On the last stretch approaching 
Bellavista, amid the swirling clouds, we 
caught a glimpse of a Hook-billed Kite, 
and just up the road from there a Crested 
Quetzal, perched on a low hanging branch 
across the road. 

Our final day trip from Bellavista was 
to the Amagusa Reserve: 320 acres of 
privately protected land that boast an 
incredible list of lovely tanagers, its jewel 
in the crown the Glistening Green 
Tanager, endemic to the Choco region. 

Others of note included the Flame-faced, 
Lemon-rumped, Golden, Golden-naped, 
Blue-grey, Black-chinned and Moss-backed 
Tanagers, which would clear the feeders 
when the Crimson-rumped Toucanet 
turned up. A little further down the road, 
we saw the most incredibly camouflaged 
Lyre-tailed Nightjar, and we even caught a 
quick glimpse of the Indigo Flowerpiercer. 

Then, at the heart of the reserve, after 
25 minutes of tackling a very steep, 
slippery slope down, and then up again, 
we came across a Club-winged Manakin 
lek. Not a hike for the faint hearted, but a 


location guaranteed for that species 
according to our guide. 

We finished the trip at Macquipacuna, 
one of the pioneers of nature reserves in 
Ecuador, and known to be the best place 
in the world to see Spectacled Bear. 

Unfortunately, our stay didn’t coincide 
with the fruiting of the trees that attract 
the bears, so no sightings for us, but in its 
beautiful forests and pristine rivers can 
also be found an astonishing 4% of the 
planet’s bird species! 

Our first walk out from the lodge 
revealed Rufous-crowned Motmot, 

Barred- and White-whiskered Puffbirds, 
Swallow Tanagers, Common Pootoo and 
Choco Toucan. While at the river, we had 
a very close encounter with one of the 
world’s deadliest snakes, the Fer-de-lance. 

When faced with a trip to South 
America, you can be in awe of the options, 
the habitats and species to explore - it can 
be a tough choice. But not only is Ecuador 
the country with the second most bird 
species in the world, its size makes it easy 
and accessible to explore. 

Within an hour of the airport, you can 
be viewing more than 15 hummingbird 
species in one location! 

INFO ECUADOR 

For more information on the area visit: 

• ecuador.travel/en/ 

• lonelyplanet.com/ecuador 

• gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/ecuador 
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Proud Partner 


sunbird@sunbirdtours.c6!uk Tel: 01767 262522 

Sunbird, 26B The Market Square, Potton, Sandy, Bedfordshire SGI 9 2NP J 


* Stunning Birds * Wonderful Destinations * 
* Expert leaders * Friendly Groups * 

* 38 Years in the business * 


Visit www.sunbirdtours.co.uk for full details 


HELIOS 


High Performance 
Outstanding Value 


NitroSport 

SRPs £49.99 to £119 

Models 8x26,10x26, 8x32, 
10x32,8x42,10x42, ■- 

10x50,12x50 

Multi-Coated 
Optics, Silver/ 

Phase Coated 
BaK-4 Prisms (26mm 
models not phase coated), 
Polycarbonate Body, 
Waterproof & Nitrogen 
Filled, 3m-4m Near Focus 


“Good quality exterior that makes them look way more expensive than what 
they are....This relatively high level of optics and coatings used translates to a 
really good quality view that I feel is a match for any at this price point.” 

8x42 Reviewed by www.bestbinocularreviews.com 


Mistral WP6 

SRPs £104.95 to £189.95 

Models 8x32,10x32,8x42, 
8x42ED, 10x42,10x42ED, 

12x42,10x50, 

10X50ED,12x50 

Fully Multi-Coated, '■ 

Silver Coated BaK-4 
Prisms (ED models 
also Phase Coated), 

Polycarbonate Body, Waterproof 
& Nitrogen Filled, 2m-2.5m 
Near Focus 


“I will go as far as to say I may have (only very rarely) used binos in this class 
that are as good as these, but never any better. Indeed in my experience the 
image quality on this bin is every bit as good the better mid-range instruments 
out there.” 8x42 Reviewed by www.bestbinocularreviews.com 


LightWing-HR 
SRPs £159 to £209 

Models 8x32,10x32,8x42, 
8x42ED,10x42,10x42ED 

Fully Multi-Coated, 

Phase & Silver 
Di-Electric 
Coated BaK-4 
Prisms, 

Magnesium Alloy 
Body, Waterproof 
& Nitrogen Filled, 2m Near Focus, 
90%+ Light Transmission 


“You can see and feel that the overall quality of this Helios binocular is very 

good.The optical components used and the coatings applied to them are 

also excellent....When you combine all this with a really wide field of view, 
good close focus and more than acceptable amount of eye-relief, you have 
a great all round, general use 8x42 binocular that will excel in almost all 
conditions.” 8x42ED Reviewed by www.bestbinocularreviews.com 


All With Five Year 
Limited Warranty 


www.opticalvision.co.uk 

See our website for full details & your nearest dealer 


Limosa 

34 YEARS OF GUIDED BIRDING & WILDLIFE TOURS 


More than 
100 all-inclusive 
small group 
birdwatching 
holidays to 
choose from... 
UK, Europe 
& worldwide 

* Come and see us at the 

BirdFair Rutland Water 
16-18 August 2019 

MARQUEE 7 

Stand 46-47 


* SIGN UP TO RECEIVE 
OUR FREE ENEWSLETTER 
- AND BE THE FIRST TO 
HEAR ABOUT NEW TOURS, 
OFFERS & DISCOUNTS! 


ASK FOR 

OUR FREE 

BROCHURE! 


CALL 01692 580 623 


limosaholidays.co.uk 

LIMOSA West End Farmhouse, Chapelfield, Stalham, Norfolk NR12 9EJ 
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Starling Spectacular: 

22-24 November 2019, 4-6 December 2019,15-17 January 2020, 
24-26 January 2020, 6-8 February 2020 

Spring Birding Bonanza: 

20-23 April 2020, 4-7 May 2020,12-15 May 2020, 9-12 June 2020 



A fter the success of 
last year’s tours, we 
are delighted to 
offer readers 
another chance to visit 
Somerset, now considered 
among the best places in 
Britain to see - and get great 
views of - some of the 
country’s most sought-after 
bird species. The Avalon 
Marshes are the heron capital 
of Britain, with up to seven 
species breeding there. And, in 
winter, they play host to one of 
the greatest of all British 
birding spectacles: the famous 
Starling murmurations. 

Great White, Little and 


Cattle Egrets float over the 
reedbeds, or fish in the watery 
ditches known as rhynes. 
Bitterns, too, are often 
glimpsed as they fly low over 
the reeds. In spring, you can 
watch Hobbies chasing 
dragonflies. Marsh Harriers 
performing their sky-dance 
and Cuckoos calling over the 
reeds, and if we are lucky. 
Cranes - Europe’s tallest bird. 
In winter, the marshes are 
packed with waterbirds, and 
up to half a million Starlings! 

Depending on the time of 
year, we also visit Cheddar 
Reservoir, the Quantock and 
Mendip Hills, and the coast. 


YOUR 

GUIDES 

STEPHEN MOSS 



naturalists, authors and wildlife TV 
producers. His TV credits include 
Springwatch and Birds Britannia, while 
his many books include The Robin: 

A Biography. Stephen moved to 
Somerset 12 years ago with his family, 
and loves showing people the bird and 
wildlife wonders of his adopted home. 


GRAEME & KAY MITCHELL 

ran a holiday company for 25 years. 
Having settled with their family in 
Somerset two decades ago, they 
founded Somerset Birdwatching 
Holidays in 2017. Graeme’s guiding skills 
and Kay’s wonderful cooking make them 
the perfect hosts for your stay. 


where almost anything can - 
and does - turn up. At a time 
when much of Britain’s 
birdlife is in decline, 
Somerset offers a truly 
awesome birding experience. 

We at Somerset 
Birdwatching Holidays pride 
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ourselves on our attention to 
detail: we take a maximum 
of seven clients in our special 
vehicle (christened 
Thunderbird One), and offer 
luxury accommodation, 
splendid food and convivial 
company. With naturalist 
and author Stephen Moss and 
keen birder Graeme Mitchell 
as your guides, this holiday 
is ideal for birdwatchers at 
any level, from complete 
beginner onwards. 

Our unrivalled knowledge 


of some of Somerset’s best-kept 
secret sites, and their birds, 
means you’ll get unforgettable 
views of some of Britain’s most 
charismatic species. We love 
showing people not just the 
birds and other wildlife of 
Somerset, but also the history 
and culture of this unique 
county and its myriad 
landscapes: from hills, to 
coast, to those magical 
wetlands. So please join us on 
a relaxing, enjoyable and 
above all memorable tour. Ml 


INFO SOMERSET 

WINTER STARLING SPECTACULAR TOURS 

Choose from five dates, each with two days’ birding and two nights’ DBB - 

• Fri 22 November to Sun 24 November 2019 

• Wed 4 December to Fri 6 December 2019 

• Wed 15 January to Fri 17 January 2020 

• Fri 24 January to Sun 26 January 2020 

• Thu 6 February to Sat 8 February 2020. 

Price £599.00 pp Single supplement £40.00 

SPRING TOURS 

Choose from four dates, each with two-and-a-half days’ birding 
and three nights’DBB- 

• Mon 20 April to Thu 25 April 2020 

• Mon 4 May to Thu 7 May 2020 

• Tue12Mayto Fri 15 May 2020 

• Tue 9 June to Fri 12 June 2020 

Price £565.00 pp Single supplement £60.00 

DETAILS 

• All accommodation has private facilities in luxury converted cottages or an 
adjacent B&B, and the holiday price includes dinner and drinks, self-service 
breakfast, pub lunch, all transport during your stay, and the services of our 
guides Stephen and Graeme. Group size maximum 7 clients. 

TO BOOK A TOUR: CALL 01934 712831 



proud logo of Somerset 
Birdwatching Holidays - is 
one of Britain’s greatest 
conservation success 
stories. Having arrived on 
the Avalon Marshes less 
than a decade ago, these 
stately white herons now 
breed in large numbers, 
and sightings are 
absolutely guaranteed. 



BITTERN 

Or ‘toasted heron’, as one local 
schoolboy named it. One of 
Britain’s most elusive species, the 
Bittern has made an 
extraordinary comeback, from 
just 11 booming males in the 
whole of the UK during the 
1990s to more than 50 now on 
q the Avalon Marshes alone! We’ll 
i keep a sharp eye out for these 
5 charismatic birds as they appear 
B momentarily on the edge of a 
| reedbed, or fly overhead. 


CRANE 

Europe’s tallest bird - and 
one of its most 
spectacular-can be 
surprisingly hard to track 
down in this huge 
wetland, but we’ll check 
out the latest reports and 
hope to connect with 
flocks of these stately 
waterbirds in the fields 
around West Sedgemoor. 


CATTLE EGRET 
Europe’s smallest egret first 
bred in the UK on 2009 - 
guess where? Yes, 
Somerset! Since then flocks 
of more than 100 birds have 
been seen, lending a touch 
g of Africa to the West 
| Country. We’ll visit a local 
| heronry where the birds 
§ breed, and hope to see 
| them as they fly in and out. 




STARLINGS 

Watching half a million 
Starlings performing their 
aerial acrobatics is a truly 
awesome experience - 
however many times you are 
lucky enough to see it! We 
ensure that we are in place 
well in time on a winter’s 
afternoon to witness this 
incredible Starling 
Spectacular! 
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AVAILABLE NOW ! 
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www.lawsons-africa.co.za 


info@lawsons-africa.co.za 


to return to Africa 
with us time and time again!” 


AWSON'S 


BIRDINGWILDUFE & CUSTOM 
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Birdwatching 

Holidays Worldwide 

Over 30 years’ experience in creating 
exceptional natural history holidays 


* Expert-led small group 
naturalist tours 

* Over 100 tours 
worldwide 

^ Specialist photography 
trips 


Request our NEW 
2020 brochure 


thetravellingnaturalist.com 
01305 267 994 sales@thetravellingnaturalist.com 

THE TRAVELLING 

NATURALIST 



n| f NATURAL LEADED 

27 years of Birdwatching and Wildlife Holidays 

Bulgaria • Finland & Norway • 

Portugal • Spain (Pyrenees and Steppes) • 

Spain (iberian Lynx) • Morocco • Tanzania • 
India • Japan • Taiwan • Arizona • 
New York (state) • Texas • 
Argentina • Brazil • Cuba • 

Costa Rica • Chile • Panama • 

www.avlanadventures.co.uk 

01384 372013 

avianadventures@btinternet.com 
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THE URBAN 
BIRDER 



A wealth of great birds can be enjoyed in this cool’ Danish city 


UTTERSLEV mosE 


C openhagen is a pretty cool city. 

It has some great architecture, 
plenty of green and blue 
spaces and its citizens, many 
of whom are seated on bicycles, 
are friendly enough. 

But the Danes seem to keep their bird 
information close to their chests. Despite 
there being established grapevines, they are 
in Danish and getting access to them can 
prove to be pretty difficult. In short, general 
online information about the birds of 
Copenhagen is pretty scant. 

So, as a visiting birder you have to keep 
your eyes open and not forget to look up. 
The latter action is particularly important 
from mid-August into October, when raptors 
from further north and east are on the 
move. The famous migration watchpoint, 
in nearby Falsterbo in Sweden, is literally 
across the water, as a bird flies. If the wind 
swings around the wrong way for the guys 
in Falsterbo, then it means a bonanza for 
the watchers in Copenhagen. 

This movement of raptors is dominated 
by the Honey Buzzard, that appear in many 
different hues, ranging from nearly white to 
almost black, and everything in between. 


Great Crested Grebe 


They always display the tell-tale dark tail 
bars and lines on their flight feathers 
along with their relatively long tail, that 
they sometimes twist like a kite. They 
also often hold their longish wings on 
a horizontal plane and, adding in their 
small head, with experience their jizz 
becomes recognisable from the sometimes 
superficially similar Buzzard, with whom 
they also share the skies. 

But even if the winds aren’t favourable, 
you may still notice a trickle of raptor 
movement, with low-flying Sparrowhawks 
being a predominant feature. With them 
could be the occasional, overflying Osprey 
or Marsh Harrier. But, as with Falsterbo, 
anything that flies over there could, in 
theory, fly over Copenhagen. Keep a lookout 
for a chance Pallid Harrier and, even rarer 
still, a Lesser Spotted Eagle. 

Closer to earth, there are several sites 
worth a visit within the city itself. 
Sondermarken (The Southern Field) is 
a large park situated just west of the 
harbour area. It is a popular place with 
Copenhageners, as it is a classic landscaped 
park with mown grassland, patches of 
mature woodland, and areas of standing 


* 


.J? 

DAMHUS LAkE 


s/ndermarken 



NATURPARk 

AMA6ER 


water. Search the web and you will find no 
information on the site’s birdlife. So, you 
will definitely have to be an explorer here. 

A summertime visit should result in 
Hooded Crow and Jackdaw, plus the classic 
woodland species, from Long-tailed Tits to 
Nuthatches. Both Treecreeper and Short¬ 
toed Treecreeper can be discovered at 
Sondermarken, so see it as a great 
opportunity to familiarise yourself with 
the distinguishing features of their calls. 

The Short-toed tends to have a less reedy 
sounding and more strident and louder 
version of their more familiar cousin’s 
‘seeeeep’ call. During the breeding season, 
you should also be able to locate Redstart, 
Pied Flycatcher and Icterine Warbler. 

Given the predominance of water bodies 
in the city, there are naturally some 
potentially good places to check during your 
visit to the city and look for breeding 
Red-necked Grebes. 

Damhus Lake is a 114-acre site 
sandwiched in among urbanity. It seems 
to be a magnet for waterfowl in particular 
Goldeneye, Pochard and Great Crested 
Grebe. Gulls also feature here, with Herring, 
Common and Black-headed, and both 
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black-backed gulls heading the cast. 

During the winter months, white-wingers 
like Glaucous Gulls would not be out of 
court, nor scarcer duck species like 
Common Scoter and Scaup. 

Utterslev Mose (Utterslev Boglands) is 
a 494-acre area containing three lakes, 
reedbeds and parkland, about four miles 
north-west of central Copenhagen. 

It, too, is encircled by neighbourhoods 
but it has the reputation of being a good 
birding spot. Finding out what birds are 
found there is another issue as, once again, 
literature is light on the ground. However, 
at the time of writing there was a 
Ferruginous Duck lurking on-site - 
a certain rarity within the city. 

Plus, a Caspian Tern (another city rarity) 
passed overhead, preceded by an Osprey 
with fish. Expect to see the usual array of 
Copenhagen waterbirds including Grey 
Heron, Little Grebe, Greylag Geese and 
Common Tern during the summer. The 
winter should bring in Black-necked Grebe, 
Smew and Goosander. 

By far and away the best birding site in 
the Copenhagen area is Naturpark Amager, 
on the south-east edge of the city. It is 
3,000 acres of grassland, woodland, lakes, 
canals, coastal mudflats and an awesome 
saltmarsh. You can easily spend a day 
wandering its expanses alone, aside from 
the occasional cyclist and runner. 


The woodlands contain Middle Spotted 
and Great Spotted Woodpeckers and 
warblers could include Wood and Willow 
Warblers, along with Blackcap, Whitethroat 
and Chiffchaff. Flycatchers are not in short 
supply, with the outside possibility of 
finding a migrant Red-breasted Flycatcher. 
In the scrubby areas, look for scrub-loving 
warblers and, during autumn. Red-backed 
Shrike and Tree Pipit. Cormorants, 
Shelduck, Teal and other seaduck are on 
the sea, while overhead can be patrolling 
Peregrine and White-tailed Eagle. 

But it is the mudflats and saltmarsh that 
really pull in the birds. During autumn 
migration, there can be thousands of birds 
resting up, including hundreds of Wigeon, 
Teal, Shoveler, Golden Plover, Dunlin and 
Lapwing; with lesser counts of Curlew, 
Curlew Sandpiper and Wood Sandpiper. 

The chance of a rarity is high, so if you 
only have a limited time in Copenhagen, 
Naturpark Amager is surely the place to 
find yourself in! 


Thanks to: Erik Hirschfeld: 
fagelkunskap.se 


David’s book, How To 
Be An Urban Birder, is 
available from his website: 

theurbanbirderworld.com 



KEY SPECIES 

HONEY BUZZARD 

The Honey Buzzard is a must-see raptor in 
the UK. We host a tiny breeding population 
of a common species that ranges across 
most of Europe and western Asia. Honey 
Buzzards are strongly migratory, spending 
the winter in tropical Africa. Hundreds of 
thousands famously pass over migration 
hotspots like Falsterbo in Sweden, the 
Straits of Gibraltar, Elat in Israel and 
Batumi, Georgia. Unusually among raptors, 
they put on weight before migrating and 
thus do not feed en route. 

It is said that its plumage similarity with 
the Buzzard is an adaptation to protect itself 
from predation from Goshawks. 

Apparently, the latter species is more 
cautious about attacking the more 
formidable Buzzards. Despite its name 
HBs - as affectionately referred to by 
birders - do not consume honey but the 
bees (plus wasps) themselves. 



MOREABOUT 

BIRDING IN 
COPENHAGEN 

Further information on birding in 
Copenhagen: 

Online: dofbasen.dk and the 
Danish Ornithological Association, 
dofkbh.dk 

Reference guides: Collins Bird Guide 
- Lars Svensson, Killian Mullarney & 
Dan Zetterstrom 

If you want to go urban birding in 
any city in the world connect with an 
Urban Birder Recommended Guide: 
theurbanbirderworld.com/tours/ 
urban-birder-day-trips/ 
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Birdfinders 

For all your 
top birdwatching 
destinations worldwide 


Are these 
still on your 
wish list? 


Alaska to Texas 
13 tours from 
£2095 

including flights 

Find them with us 
every year 


01258 839066 info@birdfinders.co.uk 


www.birdfinders.co.uk 



Large range of binoculars, spotting scopes and accessories. 
Try before you buy while enjoying scenic views across the park. 

Visit the website for dates and more details: 

www.northernoptics.co.uk 

Northern Optics, Water’s Edge Visitor Centre, 

Maltkiln Road, Barton Upon Humber, DNI8 5JR 



ustar 

CO. 



Life can be complicated. 

But with mustardxo.uk, 

buying car insurance doesn’t have to be. 

Save, time, money and effort with our Cheapest Price Guarantee*. 


Making life a little less complicated 
mustard.co.uk or call 0330 022 7406 

This offer is to beat your cheapest online like-for-like car, van or motorbike insurance quote. The guarantee only applies to annual 
policies and to the basic policy price only. This offer excludes telephone quotations and only applies to permanent residents in the 
UK, excluding the Channel Islands. We reserve the right to request proof of, and validate, alternate quotes as well as proof of the 
information you provided to obtain the quotes (e.g. copy of driving licence or utility bill) before our guarantee is honoured, mustard. 
co.uk is a trading name of the H Bauer Publishing Limited Partnership which for general insurance distribution is an Appointed 
Representative of Vast Visibility Limited, 8 Princes Parade, Liverpool, L3 1DL,which is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority under Firm Reference Number 566973. You can check these details on the FCA Register. 


HUNGARIAN BIRD TOURS 

7 day flight inclusive (BA) birdwatching holidays in Hungary for only ^1,185 staying at the 
outstanding Hotel Villa Volgy in Eger famous for its fine wines and historic buildings. This hotel has 
just upgraded all its rooms to 4 star standard! Hungarian Bird Tours offers that mix of outstanding 
birdwatching with plenty to see, drink and eat in your spare time. 

Eger is a hugely popular destination and offers many different attractions. 

It is also ideally placed on the southern slopes of the Bukk National 
Park with its four species of Eagle and eight species of Woodpecker to 
see Hungary’s spectacular birds. Hungarian Bird Tours is run by Roy 
Adams who lives in a village close to Eger. 

He is mostly known for his work on Hawfinches and Woodpeckers. 

Holidays start from £490 (4 days) 

Telephone: 07774574204 or 
For full information visit 

www.hungarianbirdtour s .com 
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Your base will be Heatherlea s 
Mountview Hotel 



New Year Birdlist Booster 


January 4, 2020 to January 11, 2020 
January 11, 2020 to January 18, 2020 


f you’re already planning 
on taking Bird. Watching’s 
#My200BirdYear challenge 
in 2020, or if you just want 
to see the very best of 
Scotland’s birds in winter, then 
this fun holiday is for you. Get 
your New Year birdlist off to 
a cracking start with a week of 
birding across the Highlands 
from coast to coast! 

For the second week, 
you’ll be joined by Bird 
Watching editor Matt Merritt 
as well as Heatherlea’s own 
expert guides. 

Top priorities will be the 
resident specialities - 
Capercaillie, Ptarmigan, Black 
Grouse, Golden Eagle, 
White-tailed Eagle, Scottish 
Crossbill and Crested Tit - but 


you’ll also be able to look for 
a host of northern winter 
visitors, and finally round-up 
rarities. By the end of the 
week, you should have seen 
around 120 species. 

There’ll be time spent inland 
in the Caledonian pinewoods 
of Abernethy Forest for 
speciality birds, a visit to the 
Cairngorm Mountains to see 
Ptarmigan, and trips to remote 
glens for eagles and other 
raptors. Northern coastal 
habitats provide great 
birding in winter, and with the 
Moray Firth, Aberdeenshire, 
the West Coast and secluded 
bays north of Inverness all 
within reach, prospects are 
excellent, especially at the 
coast. King Eider and Surf 


To book: 

Call 01479 821248 
or email 

info@heatherlea. 

co.uk 


Scoter are regular, and others 
more than possible. 

Holidays are based at the 
Mountview Hotel, with all 
transport and expert 
guidance from our team. 
Heatherlea anticipate the 
whole hotel will be given over 
to the holiday, meaning a great 
atmosphere as the entire week 
is run by birders for birders: 
a very enjoyable prospect! 

We will look for Capercaillie 
using Heatherlea’s exclusive 
‘Private Estate’ access. We stay 
inside our ‘mobile hide’ 
minibuses, driving on tracks 
with keen eyes to all sides! 


b* 1 -- J _4" 

ITINERARY 

Day 1: Saturday 
Arrival, welcome, briefing 
and dinner. 

Days 2-7: Sunday to Friday 

In these six days we 
concentrate on looking for 
Black Grouse, Red Grouse, 
Capercaillie, Golden Eagle, 
Crested Tit, Scottish 
Crossbill and (weather 
permitting!) Ptarmigan and 
Snow Bunting as priorities on 
local days. We search for 
these in a range of habitats 
from the mountains and high 
hills, to the pine forests and 
moors. Our daily itinerary will 
be flexible, and on our other 
days we visit coastal sites 
spending time on the Moray 
Coast and possibly the Black 
Isle. Up to date bird news and 
the weather conditions will 
help to dictate these days, 
with your guides deciding 
whether we head to the far 
West Coast to look for Black 
Guillemot, White-tailed 
Eagle, Twite and Great 
Northern Diver, or to the 
Aberdeenshire or Sutherland 
coasts for a multitude of 
possibilities and perhaps 
a rarity or two. 

Day 8: Saturday 
Breakfast and depart. 


Heatherlea are the only birding 
tour operator allowed to enter 
these lands by vehicle. 

# Prices: £1,195pp, no single 
supplement. Deposit £200 


Highland Autumn Birding 

26 October to 2 November 2019 


W ant to give your 
#My200BirdYear 
list an autumn 
boost, or just sample the 
delights of birding the 
Scottish Highlands? This 
exciting holiday incorporates 
special, local birding with 
a three-day adventure to 
remotest Aberdeenshire, 
one of the best yet most 
underwatched birding 


counties in the UK! 
Particular focus will be 
given to the key spectacle 
of large numbers of 
wildfowl, looking closely for 
rarities hidden among the 
commoner species! With big 
rafts of sea-ducks, fields full 
of geese and a good range 
of migrant and resident 
birds, it promises to be an 
unforgettable week. 
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PICS: PAULSTERRY/NATURE PHOTOGRAPHERS LTD UNLESS STATED 




Following on from the basics of bird photography covered in previous Camera 
School articles, Species Classes articles concentrate on individual species and 
provide insights into where, when and how to get the best images 

WORDS: PAUL STERRY 



Sometimes, Grey Phalaropes turn up on shallow coastal pools - 
often not much more than large puddles. This individual favoured, 
of all things, a children's paddling pool located within sight of the 
sea on the Sussex coast. The location allowed photographers to 
capture images practically at water level, with the classic 
reflections that result from this low angle approach. 



Grey Phalaropes mostly pick food (typically plankton) from the 
surface of the water. But if a particularly promising morsel appeals 
they will upend and partially submerge. These moments are 
fleeting so you will need to track the bird constantly and use the 
motor drive to full effect. A shutter speed of at least 1/2,500s is 
essential and a good depth of field, too - say f/11. Try using a 
‘settings’ combination of Auto-ISO and Manual, so you can dictate 
the shutter speed and aperture regardless of background. 



Grey Phalaropes seldom keep still and you will need a fast 
shutter speed to capture their movements as they dip into 
the water, swim and twirl on the surface. Unless the bird 
happens to be momentarily static, a minimum of 1/4,000s is 
recommended, with an even faster speed needed if you want 
to ‘freeze’ water droplets. 



There are relatively few occasions where it makes sense to venture 
into the open ocean in a small boat. But when that rare 
combination of sunny weather, relatively calm conditions and a 
cooperative phalarope prevail it is all worth it. Taken from a RIB 
(Rigid Inflatable Boat), with the camera a couple of feet above the 
waves, a short focal length lens (200mm) can create a classic 
portrait but one set in the context of the environment. You get 
a sense that the phalarope is a tiny speck in a vast ocean. 


90 October 2019 













PART ONE GREY PHALAROPE 



Seen from an autumn pelagic trip, a Grey Phalarope looks 
improbably frail in the open ocean. But they are entirely in 
their element, seeking out upwellings that bring food to the 
surface. Photographing in these conditions has additional 
challenges: the bird, the rolling sea and boat, and you the 
photographer are all moving in different directions. The hit 
rate of sharp images tends to be small but back-button 
focusing is useful - you can reduce the time the auto-focus 
spends tracking wildly as the heaving sea changes the 
background and the point of focus. 



In summer, a Grey Phalarope is a wonderful-looking bird, females 
being more colourful than males. They are high Arctic breeders 
and Svalbard is a destination where summer sightings are almost 
guaranteed. A few pairs nest on Iceland but the odds are against a 
chance encounter. However, if there are severe gales in late May or 
early June, birds are occasionally driven inshore in northern 
Britain and along the shores of north Norway’s Varanger Fjord: 
they usually feed among floating seaweed on the strandline. Very 
occasionally one may turn up inland: decades ago I saw one on 
Staines Reservoir, of all places. 
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FACTBOX 


Grey Phalaropes are amazing birds, similar to other waders in some respects, but with 
habits akin to ducks. They nest on land, of course, but spend the rest of their lives on 
water, where they are buoyant and adept swimmers. Most of the time, they live on the 
open ocean, but in autumn, and occasionally winter, storm-driven birds linger on coastal 
pools, or occasionally inland reservoirs. Grey Phalaropes make ideal photographic 
subjects: assuming a degree of common sense on the part of the photographer, they are 
almost completely indifferent to people. 
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The Isles of Scilly is probably the best place to see Grey Phalaropes at sea. In late September and early October 
pelagic trips operate and you would be unlucky not to see one. On occasions, small flocks are encountered, 
providing opportunities for flight shots to be captured. 
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The best optics and outdoor products tried & tested for you 


Image quality was generally very 
good, with very little colour fringing 


OLYMPUS 
8X42 PRO 


BINOCULARS 


Reviewed by David Giandfer 


O lympus is a 
well-known 
brand - but 
most readers 
will be 

thinking photography not 
binoculars. The 8x42 and 
10x42 Pro binoculars were 
launched at the tail end of 
2018 and both have an RRP of 
less than £500.1 was sent the 
8x42 to review. 

In the hand 

This may be a full-size 
binocular, but at 670g it’s 
certainly not heavy. The 
design is fairly clean and 
simple and there are no thumb 
indents or ridges. The lens 
barrels are perhaps a little on 
the fat side but that wasn’t a 
problem. Build quality seemed 
good, and this binocular is 
waterproof and nitrogen-filled, 
with an oil-repellent coating 


on the lenses for ease 
of cleaning. 

The eyecups twist up and 
down, stayed in position 
while birding, and have a 
good positive action and one 
intermediate setting. There 
were no problems with the 
dioptre ring slipping out of 
place either - it’s a simple 
twist ring with grooves for 
basic calibration. The 1.5 
finger-wide focus wheel is 
where you’d expect it to be 
and moves very smoothly 
against light resistance 
clockwise towards infinity. It 
does have a lot of travel - just 
over three full revolutions. 

I suspect this is necessary to 
accommodate an impressive 
close-focus but it does mean 
you could find yourself doing 
a lot of focus winding. In 
typical birding, however, you 
won’t need to move it more 


than about half a turn. As is 
standard these days, this 
binocular comes with a 
rainguard but it’s a tight fit - 
too tight for my liking. 


At the eyes 

The 8x42 Pro delivers a very 
good view - sharpness and 
brightness are very good (with 
just a little edge softness but 



The 8x42s are 
compact and 
not heavy 
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TRIED & TESTED GEAR 




Olympus have produced a 
robust, well-made binocular 


nothing of consequence), good 
colours and a reasonable field 
of view (131m@l,000m). In 
low light the image was good 
15 minutes beyond sunset, on 
an evening with a mostly 
overcast sky. Focus precision 
is good though a little care 
was needed when focusing. 
The blurb says that “an ED 
lens means that chromatic 
aberration... is kept to an 
absolute minimum”. 

Chromatic aberration equals 
colour-fringing and this did 
seem well corrected - I found 
very little, and certainly 
nothing troublesome. A 
stand-out feature is the 
close-focus. Olympus say it 
will focus down to 1.5m. They 
are wrong, at least for me. I 
measured it as about 1.25m. 
For comfortable viewing 
at this distance close one 
eye, or pull the eyepieces 
closer together. 

The only significant image 
issue I found with this 
binocular was some vignetting 
(edge shadows). I think this 
may be linked to the diameter 
of the eyecups - for me, they 
were too large, which is not 
something that I have 
encountered before. But, 
when the binoculars are held 
in a good ‘eye-position’ there 
is no problem. 



SPECS 

Eye relief: 18mm 

Field of view: 7.5°/131m@1,000m 

Close focus: 1.5m 

Weight: 670g 

Size: 140x131 x53mm 

RRP: £449.99 

Warranty: 15 years (+10 years if 
registered on My Olympus) 
Supplied with: neoprene strap; 
rainguard; tethered, removable 
objective covers; case. 

Web: olympus.co.uk 



VERDICT 

It’s good to try a binocular 
from a different brand. This 
one is lightweight with very 
good optics and an 
exceptional close-focus. I saw 
my first Painted Lady of the 
year through them. My main 
concern is the vignetting/ 
eyecup issue. But your face is 
different from mine - so try 
them for yourself. 

OPTICS ++++ 
HANDLING 

PRICE ★ ★★ll 
OVERALL 


BACKPACK 



KITE VIATO BACKPACK, £199 

Reviewed by David Chandler 

This scope and tripod backpack 
from Kite has a unique, 
patented design that uses the 
space between three splayed 
tripod legs and fits either 
side of the centre column so 
you can still extend the 
column with the pack in place. 

Fitting it is easy enough 
thanks to plenty of velcro and V 
some straps. It is very well made, 

though I would have liked the centre column strap to fasten 
tighter. I tried the Viato on two different tripods. The bag 
covered the leg locks so I needed to extend each leg by one 
section, but if you’re considering buying a Viato, try it on yours. 
Getting it on and off my back wasn’t difficult. The back and 
straps are padded and it was comfortable to carry with the legs 
fully-extended or not. For quick deployment use it with your 
tripod legs extended - then you just slip it off and you’re more 
or less ready to scope. Take care on slopes though - an 
extended tripod leg could hit the ground. 

Carrying your scope on the tripod allows for a quick set up, 
but you could stash it in the bag, though the compartments 
were not large enough for my 82mm scope. Once deployed the 
Viato offers two roughly pyramidal cupboards’ to work out of, 
giving a total of 15L of storage. Each one opens via a zipped 
panel with a magnetic catch to hold it open and a fabric lip to 
stop things falling out. They provide useful working space - for 
changing a lens or whatever. It’s all waterproof and has a 
well-padded bottom, and for extra protection there’s a zip-away 
raincover for your scope. 


VERDICT 


The Viato is well-made, different, comfortable to carry and 
good to work out of. It is bulky though - it took up quite a bit of 
space in the car - especially as I had to have a section of each 
tripod leg extended, and would be tricky to manage in a hide or 
other confined space with tripod legs extended. It’s at its best in 
open spaces. I used it and was rewarded with Hen Harriers - the 
Viato was good for My200BirdYear, too. kite-viato.com 


PRODUCTS OF THE MONTH 
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Birds of Mongolia 
(Helm). First ever field 
guide to the birds of 
Mongolia features 503 
species, 113 plates and 
accurate maps for every 
species £25.99 




Celestron Trailseeker 

ED. Packed with optical, 
mechanical and ergonomic 
features that make these 
comparable to more 
expensive models £299 

(includes FREE Digital Compass) 


Viking Tripod Carrier 

Designed to enable 
the effortless carrying 
of a spotting scope 
and tripod while you 
are out birding 
£49.99 


Jff THE BIRDER'S STORE www.birders-store.co.uk 

W-f Klirp bv UtrftMl tm 


birdwatching.co.uk 93 
























TRIED & TESTED GEAR 


A SPARROW S LIFE’S AS 
SWEET AS OURS 

CARRY AKROYD AND 
JOHN MCEWEN, 
BLOOMSBURY £20 

Carrie Ackroyd’s colourful 
screenprints are always a delight, and 
I’d happily lap up a book composed 
of them alone, but this volume 
combines them with text from John 
McEwen that is dense with hard facts 
and literary allusions. 

Together, they have produced 
one of the most entertaining and 
engrossing books of the year. 

Each double-page spread deals 
with a single British species, with a 


BookReview 


A selection of this month s latest releases 


print facing a page of text, and the 
two work well off each other. 
Ackroyd s prints are wonderfully 
evocative of British landscapes as 
well as the birds, and McEwen does 
a great job of showing just what an 
intergral part of those landscapes, 
and of our cultures, birds have 
always been. He refers to writers 
from the Venerable Bede, down 
through Shakespeare, to the present 

The NIGHTirspGME 


WORDS: MATT MERRITT 

day, with a particular emphasis on 
poets, and even if this is already an 
area of interest for you, you’ll make 
some new discoveries that you’ll 
want to followup. 

My only tiny gripe was on the 
Nightingale page - it seemed 
strange that a book that quotes John 
Clare so extensively should fail to 
mention that Nightingales are still 
doing well on his own patch. 

But that really is nit-picking. I can’t 
think of a better Christmas present 
for anyone who loves British birds, 
and landscapes. 

A BIRDER S JOURNEY 
TO THE BIG 300+ 

TERRY WELLS, 
SILVERWOOD BOOKS 

£12.95 

An account of trying to see more 
than half the bird species ever 
recorded in the UK, in a single year, 
inevitably becomes a bit of a list, 


in places, but Terry Wells does a 
good job of cramming in plenty of 
info, and it’s very enjoyable as 
a handy guide to planning new 
additions to your own list. There are 
also thoughtful musings on subjects 
such as the role of technology, 
making it a rewarding read. 

MUSA AND THE 
INCREDIBIRDS 
TALENT SHOW 

SHIRLEY CHERRY £9.99 

Aimed at young children, this book 
uses vivid, lively artwork alongside 
simple text to tell a story of a boy, 
Musa, and the birds that he loves 
near his home in The Gambia - even 
an adult will come away from it with 
a few new species lodged in the 
memory. It will delight and inspire 
youngsters, I hope, and help ensure 
that the avian riches of this African 
country receive the protection that 
they need. 
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NEW PRODUCTS GEAR 



ishList 


POWERTRAVELLER 
FALCON 21 FOLDABLE 
SOLAR PANEL, £135 

A 21W portable solar panel that turns sunlight 
energy into power for your smartphone, 
tablet... It can charge two devices at once, has 
monocrystalline cells that make 25-35% more 
sparky stuff than conventional cells, is protected 
by tough fabric, can handle a bit of water when 
it needs to, and has metal eyelets and carabiners 
for attaching to a backpack or something 
else that’s out in the sun. Comes with in-car 
charging socket. 470g. 157x280x11mm folded. 
665x280x3mm unfolded. 
powertraveller.com 



Essential gear to spend your 
hard-earned cash on this month 

WORDS: DAVID CHANDLER 

STORMSURE OUTDOOR 
CLOTHING REPAIR KIT, £7 

This kit contains a tube of 
glue, 15cm of self-adhesive 
repair strip and two 75mm 
self-adhesive patches. You can 
use it on waterproof clothing 
and breathable fabrics, for an 
instant repair on the hoof, or 
something more permanent. On 
something that’s more or less 
flat, give it a clean and stick on a 
patch or some strip. For nooks and crannies, give it 
a clean and use the glue - then allow 10-12 hours for 
it to dry. Stormsure have other repair products, too. 
stormsure.com 

A 



HJ HALL PROTREK™ 

LIGHT HIKE SOCKS, 

£10.50 

The ProTrek range offers 
‘the very best in 
comfort, durability 
and moisture management'. This one is intended for 
warmer weather and comes complete with sculpted 
cushion zones, ankle bracing, a graduated rib, arch 
support and a reinforced heel and toe. All that in 
a sock. Made of coolmax cotton in three sizes and 
three colour combinations. The range also includes 
more adventurous socks - Adventure Trek, Mountain 
Climb and Mountain Comfort Top, and dual skin anti¬ 
blister socks. I think we are all anti-blister, hj.co. uk 

COCOON AIR-CORE PILLOW 
ULTRALIGHT, £24.95 

A travel pillow that weighs a tiddly 115g, is 28x38cm 
when inflated and packs down to 11x7.5cm. Try it for 
bird-bound flights, catching some zzz in the back of the 
tour bus or dozing in the passenger seat - who knows 
what birds you might dream of. The outer is polyester 
microfibre on the top, and nylon underneath. The 
inflatable bit inside sits beneath premium synthetic 
filling. Wash by hand in lukewarm water. Light blue/ 
grey, firstascent.co.uk 
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PATAGONIA BLACK HOLE* 
5L WAIST PACK, £50 

It’s simple enough - a single compartment with a 
mesh pocket inside, a zip-up pocket on the front 
and stretchy water-bottle pockets. There are 
compression straps to keep things close to your 
body, a 38mm wide belt and a breathable lumbar 
panel. But here’s the really good bit. This season’s 
Black Hole® bags are made from 10 million plastic 
bottles. 320g. eu.patagonia.com 

VAPUR SHADES 0.5L 
ANTI-BOTTLE, £9.99 

It’s a bottle that’s not a bottle - it’s an anti¬ 
bottle. When it’s empty you can 
flatten it and fold it. It’s 
a doddle to wash and is 
BPA free. You can attach 
it to things, and freeze it 
if you want to. Available 
in cool grey, coral, cyan, 
hot pink and true green. 

The Vapur range 
includes other sizes, 
too, and there’s even a 
foldable wine carrier. 
vapurhydration.co.uk 




GRUBS 
FROSTLINE 
5.0 VIOLET 
BOOTS FOR WOMEN, 

£94.95 

Fed up with all the green and camo clothing on 
our nature reserves? Try these - a neoprene and 
rubber wellie that can be used from -10°C (proper 
brass monkeys) to 30°C, and definitely isn’t green. 
The footbed provides insulation and cushioning, 
and the foot and lower calf are protected by 2mm 
thick rubber. They’re waterproof and the liner wicks 
moisture and stretches around the calves. The range 
also includes boots in fuchsia, ocean blue, scarlet, 
black, and yes, moss green. And camo. Sizes 4-8. 
grubsbootsonline.co.uk 

RSPB RCUP, £10 

A lot of coffee cups get thrown away. Most of them 
end up in huge holes in the ground. That’s not big 
and it’s not clever. But a lucky few get turned into 

rCUPs. The rCUP is insulated, 
comfortable in the hands, 
leak proof, and of course, 
can be reused - that’s the 
point. Comes with a screw 
tcp and an Avocet-toting 
RSPB logo. 227ml. 
shopping.rspb.org.uk 




CELESTRON HUMMINGBIRD 
9-27X56 MICRO SPOTTING 
SCOPE, £199.99 

If you travel or simply can’t be bothered with a bigger 
scope you might want one of these. It measures just 
208mm x 127mm x 68mm and weighs 590g. At the low 
end it’s a 9x monocular and at the top end it’s a spotting 
scope. Celestron say you can handhold (the scope not 
your friend) for a quick 9x view, or for more stability 
attach it to a tripod or other support. Three-metre dose- 
focus. Comes with padded case with belt and shoulder 
straps and lens covers, celestron.com 
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V I OPTICS of Bath 


01225466364 


We offer a huge range of top quality optics at 
discounted prices, available to buy online, over the 
phone or at our store situated in the city of Bath. 

Should you visit and make a purchase 
over £99 we will treat you to a pie & a pint 
at the award winning Old Green Tree pub. 




SWAROVSKI PREMIER DEALER 


ATX/STX 65 

25-60x magnification 

£2320 


ATX/STX 85 

25-60x magnification 

£2805 

/tTX/STX 95 

30-70x magnification 

£3104 



BTX65 

30x magnification 

£2625 

BTX85 

30x magnification 

£3110 

BTX95 

55x magnification 

£3409 




65mm/85mm/95mm Module .£675/£ 1160/£1459 

ATX/STX Module .£1645/£1645 

ATS/STS 65mm/80mm Body .£1160/£1655 

20-60x/25-50x Eyepiece .£405/£485 

DCBII Diqiscoping Adapter .£270 

TLS APO 23mm/: 0mm/43mm RequiresT2 Mount (£16) £362 

BR Balance Rail .£157 

VPA Phone Adapter .£150 

AR Adapter rings for ATS/ATM/ATX/STX/BTX .£25 to £33 

BTX ME 

Module 1.7x Extender 

£1950 tSrl £279 


Combines the benefits of binoculars _ i ... , lL t , 

& scopes in to one unit allowing Compatible with the ATX,STX and BTX 

ATS/STS 65 7M ATS/STS 80 extended comfortable use. modular spotting scopes, this new 

25-50x magnification 25-50x magnification Compatible with the 65,85 & 95mm accessory enhances your viewing 

rijcyjr tjiAf) modules. possibilities. 

£ I 043 1 FREE Ace Stay-on-Case worth £105 and 

Collins bird guide when you purchase any complete 
Swarovski ATX/STX spotting scope 

EL 32mm ^ SLC42mm * 

8x32 £1559 sZ mfM 8x42 £1250 
10x32 £1575 10x42 £1305 ~ *J21 K 

8x56 SLC.£1539 

el 42mm CL Companion isJmslc :::::::::::::::::iilli 

QCyAOriQnn W W With'Wild Nature' 8x42 EL RANGE...— £2320 

r 00X44 b&S trap bundle 10x42 EL RANGE.......£2395 

lAvAT (1Q00 J L 8x30 £875 7 x 42 Habicht GA.£819 

IUX44 1174U U Y 10x30 £890 10x40 Habicht GA.£880 

With'Urban Junule' 7x42 Habicht.£665 

t -V EL 50mm CgiywJw* 8x30 Habicht.£710 

1 CLDUmm I 8x30 £875 10x40 Habicht.£800 

I 1 DySO f 50A0 i }*■ ,. 0 , 8x25 CL Pocket.£530 

j I mm ■ II. With Northern Lights 10x25 CL Pocket.£575 

12v50£50fifi I © Y 3 pbu 7 n c le 8x25 CL Pocket'Mountain'. £549 

Lk, V LtVOV f »X5Ut»75 10x25 CL Pocket Mountain. £600 

y 1UX5U to9U UTA Tripod Adapter £83 

FREE Collins Bird Guide, Swarovski Cleaning Kit & Field Optics Winged Eyecups 
worth over £80 with all new*EL & SLC binoculars. 


MIN0X 

BL 8x33 HD.£349 

BL 8x44 HD.£399 

BL 10x44 HD.£409 

BL 10x52 HD.£529 

8x25 BV.£139 

10x25 BV.£149 


8x33 BV .£189 

8x44 BV .£239 

10x44 BV .£249 

NVD 650 Niqht Vision ...£279 

Camera .£89 

Camera ....£129 


DTC390Trai 

DTC550Trai 


CELESTR0N 

Ultima 65 18-55x .£149 

Ultima 80 20-60x .£199 

Trai seeker 65 16-48x .£199 

Trai seeker 80 20-60x .£299 

Hummingbird 56 9-27x ED £299 
Trailseefer 8/10x42 ED .£299 



CANON 



8x25 IS.£259 

10x30 IS II.£439 

12x36 IS III.£659 

15x50 IS.£949 

18x50 IS.£1059 

10x42 LIS.£1299 

10x32IS.£1099 

12x32 IS.£1149 

14x32IS.£1199 


MEADE 




Wilderness 8x25.£59 

Wilderness 10x25.£59 

Wilderness 8x32.£79 

Wilderness 10x32.£79 

Wilderness 8x42.£89 

Wilderness 10x42.£89 

Rainforest Pro 8x32.£109 

Rainforest Pro 10x32.£109 

Rainforest Pro 8x42.£129 

Rainforest Pro 10x42.£129 


TRIPODS & CASES 

Ace Stay-on-case for Leica Televid 62/77 Angled .£80 

Ace Stay-on-case for Swarovski ATS/ATM 65/80 .£80 

Ace Stay-on-case for Swarovski ATX/STX 65/85/95 .£105 

Kenro Carbon Video/Scope Tripod .£219 

KiteArdea Carbon Fibre Tripod With 128RCHead .£359 

Swarovski ATS/STS 65/80 Stay-on-case .£179 

Swarovski ATX/STX 65/85/95 Stay-on-case complete .... £192 

Swarovski BTX 65/85/95 Stay-on-case complete .£245 

Swarovski CCT Tripod .£649 

Swarovski PCT Tripod .£689 

Swarovski CTH Head .£359 


Prices include VAT, are correct at time of going to print & are subject to change without notice • Visit our website for full details & the latest prices 
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aceopticscouk 


16 Green Street, Bath, BA12JZ 

Fax: 01225 469 761 • Email: optics@aceoptics.co.uk 

Open Monday to Saturday, 09:00-17:45hrs - Online 24/7 


AVIAD 

BVO 

HR-ED 



10x42 

£469 

8x42 

£449 


"A GREAT BINOCULAR 
AT A HARD TO BEAT PRICE"* 

Avian has become known for outstanding value, we buy direct from Japan 
and incorporate all the latest optical upgrades including ED glass (extra 
low dispersion) for the highest contrast and brightest image, in this, our 
flagship model. The EVO has a lightweight, robust, all metal construction 

and is fully waterproof. 


SP 

Centre¬ 

focussing 

waterproof 

binoculars. 


$ 


ULTRALITE 

Weighing in at only 
390g the Ultralite 
8x32 combines 
large binocular 
performance with 
compact binocular 
convenience. 


*9 


8x42 SPECIAL OFFER! .£49 


10x42 SPECIAL OFFER' 




£49 


8x32 £169 

*Quote from Bird Watching review, May 2018 


ED82 MAGNESIUM 

Magnesium alloy body 
ED multi-coatea optics 
Waterproof & nitrogen filled 

ED82&30X ..CLEARANCE£449 


LITE OPEN BRIDGE Now Back In Stock 

The open bridge design allows a reduction of materials & hence a marked 
weight reduction from more traditional models. High resolution optics 
couple with ergonomic, comfortable design allowing hours of pleasurable 
viewing. Lenses are multi coated, all models are fully waterproof and boast 

a generous field of view. 

*Focusing is satisfyingly precise and quick" 
"The colour feels very natural" 
"Coped well on murky days" 
Review from Birdwatching 

8x32 8x42 

£189 £199 




10x42 

£219 


LITE COMPACT 

8x28.£189 

10x28.£199 


VORTEX 

Viper HD 8x42.£499 

Viper HD 10x42.£519 

Viper HD 10x50.£579 

Viper HD 12x50.£589 

Diamondback HD 8x32 £199 
Diamondback HD 8x42 £219 
Diamondback HD 10x42£229 
Diamondback 10x50....£225 

Solo Monocular 8x25.£47 

Solo Monocular 10x25... £50 

Solo Monocular 8x36.£95 

Solo Monocular 10x36.£105 



Razor HD 50nim Straight or Angled 
with 11 -33x £549 



Razor HD 65mm Straight or Angled 

with 22-48x £899 



Razor HD 85mm Straight or Angled 
with 27-60x£1379 


Avian EyeShields are made of flexible 
rubber & fit most types of binocular. 
They cradle your eyes, cutting out 
ambient light & significantly improve 
your viewing experience. They also 
protect against wind, dust, rain & 
snow and can be folded down when 
not in use. 


Telescope 

£11.50 


Compact 

£17.50 


Standard 

£17.50 




Twinpack 

£24.95 


LEICA 

Noctivid 8x42.£1829 

Noctivid 10x42.£1929 

Ultravid 8x32 HD+...£1469 
Ultravid 10x32 HD+ ...£1499 
Ultravid 7x42 HD+...£1619 
Ultravid 8x42 HD+...£1679 
Ultravid 10x42 HD+... £1699 

Ultravid 8x20 BL.£649 

Ultravid 10x25 BL.£689 

Ultravid 8x20 BR_£549 

Ultravid 10x25 BR ........£569 

Trinovid 8x32 HD .......£699 

Trinovid 10x32 HD.......£749 

Trinovid 8x42 HD .......£775 

Trinovid 10x42 HD.......£809 

Trinovid 8x20 BCA......£369 

Trinovid 10x25 BCA......£389 

Monovid 8x20 BCA ......£349 

Duovid 8+12x42..£1749 

Duovid 10+15x50 ......£1899 




1.8x Converter 25-50X Eyepiece 
£285 £635 



APO Televid 82mm straight or Angled 
25-50x Kit £2495 

Free giant blower brush and 
shoulder harness worth over £27 
with all full-sized binoculars. 

NEW Ultravid HD-Plus'Customized' 


8x32 

£1799 

10x32 

£1849 

8x42 

£2049 

10x42 

£2099 



K0WA 

601/602 Body.£469 

601/602 &30xW.£698 

601/602 &20-60X.£768 

663M/664M Body.£899 

663M/664M & 30xW.£1099 

663M/664M & 20-60x.£1179 

773/774 Body.£1629 

773/774 &25-60X.£2198 

82SV Body.£689 

883/884 Body.£1999 

Neoprene Stay-on-Case 50x £29 

Stay-on-Case 55x.£109 

Stay-on-Case 60x.£53 

Stay-on-Case 66x.£59 

Stay-on-Case 77x.£69 

Stay-on-Case 82x.£56 

Stay-on-Case 88x.£71 

Luxury Neoprene SoC 553. £159 
Luxury Neoprene SoC 88x. £179 

Digi Adapter iPhone 7.£62 

TS-EX161,6x Extender.£249 

TS-EX16S1,6x Extender.£259 


TSN-773 Package 

KOWA OFFER - 
LIMITED STOCK 



• TSN-773 Scope Body 
•C-771 Stay-on-Case 

• TE-11WZ 25-60x Eyepiece 

• FREE Cleaning Kit (Worth £20) 

ONLY £1799 

TE-11WZ25-60xW .£569 

TE-14WD 30xW.£229 

TE-9Z 20-60x.£299 


TSN-883/884 Package 

• TSN-883/884 Scope Body 

• C-881/2 Stay-on-Case 

• TE-11 WZ 25-60x Eyepiece 

• FREE Cleaning Kit (Worth £20) 

only £2299 


8x22 Genesis.£589 

10x22 Genesis.£619 

8x33 Genesis.£879 

10x33 Genesis.£929 

8.5x44 Genesis.£1049 

10x44 Genesis.£1129 

8x25 BD.£209 

10x25 BD.£229 

6x30 YF.£125 

8x30 YF.£135 

8x25 SV.£85 

10x25 SV.£92 

8x32 SV.£199 

10x32 SV.£209 

8x42 SV.£215 

10x42 SV.£225 


TSN-500/550 v 

Series SYSTEM 



TSN-501 (Angled).£269 

TSN-502 (Straight).£269 



TSN-553 (Angled).£1549 

TSN-554 (Straight).£1549 


E&OE • Free UK postage for items over £200 • Add £7.50 for UK delivery on items below £200 













































































HOW DO YOU IMPROVE A RUNAWAY SUCCESS?* 



Simple - Re-Invent The Range 

Introducing The All New LYNX HD+ 


i Revolutionary optical system makes Lynx HD+ suitable 
for use under all conditions and circumstances 
■ The self removable metal twist up on 8x30 & 10x30 
models now has two intermediate stages offering 
enhanced comfort for spectacle wearers 
i The 8x30 and 10x30 models are both 4mm shorter 
than the original Lynx HD and come with hang on 
objective covers 

i New and unique models added to the range. 8x42, 
10x42 and 10x50 models now available 
i 8x30 and 10x30 models are some of the smallest and 
lightest binoculars ever made 
i New 10x50 model is no bigger or heavier than most 
current 10x42 models yet still offers an equally large 
field of view 

NEW KITE LYNX HD+ have the largest field of view worldwide 

LYNX HD+8x42 Field of view at 1000 metres: 151 metres 
LYNX HD+ 10x42 Field of view at 1000 metres : 122 metres 
LYNX HD+ 10x50 Field of view at 1000 metres: 120 metres 
NEW LYNX HD+ brings the worlds largest field of view to high end 
binoculars whilst retaining an extremely low weight. 

* The original Lynx HD launched in 2014 were a success from day one! 
They won the 'Best Binoculars Of The Year' from Best Binocular Reviews, 
and received accolades from most of the popular Birding magazines. 


Further information available on request, or visit www.kiteoptics.co.uk 
ALPHA Alpha Optical Distribution Ltd. E: kite@alphaodl.co.uk 

T: Frazer 07725 081436 T: Denys 07909 227517 
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NEW LYNX HD+ 42 Series 







VORTEX 8x32 HD 
DIAMONDBACK 

Whichever way you look at the 
Vortex 8x32 HD Diamondback 
binoculars they have all the features 
of their bigger brothers and sisters: 

HD Glass 

Fully multi-coated optics 
Dielectric multi-layer prism coatings 
Rubber armoured waterproof body 
Protected with Argon gas purging 
Magnesium alloy chassis 
Twist-up eyecups 
Diopter adjustment 
Tripod adaptable 

Complete with bino comfort strap, 
rainguard, objective caps and case 

VORTEX @ Newpro UK Ltd 

Rark^Road 5,ate Vortex Unlimited Lifetime Warranty 

Faringdon. Oxon SN7 7BP when purchased from one of our UK Authorised Dealers 


www. newprouk. co.uk 
www.vortexoptics.co.uk 
Email: sales@ newprouk co.uk 
Phone: 01367 242411 





UKBIRDSIGHTINGS 

The best rare birds seen all around Britain in August 

COMPILED BY MIKE WEEDON 


Second-summer Brown Booby, 
Gwithian, St Ives, Cornwall, 
31 August 



D 


D 


A ugust can be one of the 

less exciting months of the 
birding calendar, paling 
into summer forgettability 
compared to the drama of 
spring and autumn. Not 
so this August, which had some 
spectacular rare bird action. 

Let us start with the star of the show: 
Brown Booby. Or should that be Brown 
Boobies, as there were at least two (or 
even three) of these never-before-seen, 
small gannets in UK waters, during 
August. The first was photographed 
distantly off Swalecliffe, Kent, on 19th. 
Though distant, the photos surely 
show enough to have got this individual 
through the BOURC deliberations which 
follow potential ‘UK firsts’. 

But, photographs taken of a bird off 
St Ives, Cornwall (the day after a 
convincingly reported ‘probable’ 
sighting nearby), without question 


showed an immature Brown Booby. It 
was seen again on subsequent days, and 
the national press were naturally quick to 
give such a beautifully named bird full 
prominence! And, though leading 
visiting birders a merry dance at times, 
the 31st saw this second-summer Brown 
Booby perched on rocks, surrounded by 
Shags, at Gwithian, Cornwall, posing 
very nicely for photographs! 

In the meantime, an indisputable adult 


IS YOUR AREA COVERED? 

If your county doesn’t currently feature in 
U KBS and you’d like to supply a regular 
report, email matthew.merritt@ 
bauermedia.co.uk for details of how you can 
help. You can send rare bird photos to 
mike.weedon@bauermedia.co.uk 
Please send unprocessed JPEGs at 300dpi 


Brown Booby was photographed 
swimming off Sept-iles, off the north 
coast of Brittany (a first for France). 

Was this the Kent bird resurfacing, or 
another bird in a wider ‘influx’ of Brown 
Boobies in the region? 

But there was to be one further twist 
to the tale in very early September, when 
what was certainly a different immature 
Brown Booby (a first-summer, with a 
different bill colour and underpart 
spotting) was found at Kynance Cove, 
Lizard, Cornwall! Brown Boobies are the 
new Siberian Accentors! 

Scilly seabirds 

While we are in the South West, August 
is traditionally the peak period for the 
pelagic season, particularly off Scilly, 
where rare tubenoses are high on the 
hoped for agenda. Always hugely craved 
are ‘Fea’s-type Petrels’ of the confusing 
Pterodroma complex of ‘soft-plumaged 
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petrels’, which require excellent, 
close-up views to identify to 
species level, at sea. 

Two examples of such 
petrels proved particularly 
exciting, not least because 
they were particularly well 
photographed. In UK waters, 
there was a very good potential 
Desertas Petrel photographed on 
a Scilly pelagic on 23rd. 

And, in Ireland, on 20th, a 
slim-billed Pterodroma seen on 
a pelagic trip off Co. Cork could 
well prove to be a Zino’s Petrel. 
Time and further analysis of 
photographs will be the only 
things that will resolve these 
tricky birds. But perhaps 
photography is reaching a level 
where species-level resolution of 
this petrel ‘complex’ will become 
almost expected in the future. 
Exciting times, indeed. 

The Scilly pelagics in particular 
produced good numbers of 
Wilson’s Petrels, this month, 
with 10 seen from one trip on 
15th. Yes, in this year of the giant 
petrel, the Brown Booby and up 
to three species of Pterodroma 
petrel, we have reached a point 
where a count of 10 Wilson’s 
Petrels is ‘minor’ rare bird news! 

Yorkshire delivers 

Prior to the extreme excitement of 
south-western seabirds, it was the 
North East which was getting 
most of the glory in the extreme 


rarity stakes. Firstly, there was 
the discovery of a lovely male 
Little Bustard in the anomalous 
setting of fields overlooked by 
houses at Mickletown Ings, West 
Yorkshire (from at least 6th). 

This was most likely to be the 
same bird which was last seen at 
Slimbridge WWT, 

Gloucestershire, on 26 June (after 
a four-day stay there). The news 
of this bird in West Yorkshire was 
released in a roundabout way, 
through odd Facebook posts, 
apparently disapproving of 
potential visiting birders, but 
simultaneously, apparently 
inadvertently, revealing the 
locality... Reports suggested 
that the farmer on whose land 
the bird resided (until 11th), said 
the bird had been present for a 
month, so it presumably came 
more or less straight from 
Slimbridge WWT. 

While the Little Bustard was 
showing to the assembled crowd 
on the afternoon of 10th, news 
broke of a Pacific Swift at the 
rare swift hotspot of Hornsea 
Mere, East Yorkshire, though it 
was not present there the next 
day, probably having moved 
south down the coast. 

And on the subject of aerial 
insect feeders, a Cliff Swallow 
feeding at ‘point blank’ range at 
Milovaig, Skye, Highland, was 
a sensational find. Of the dozen 
accepted UK records, none have 


Clockwise from above left 
First-summer Brown Booby, 
Lizard, Cornwall, 

4 September 

Night Heron, 

Pittville Park, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, 

August 

Little Bustard, 

Mickletown Ings, 

West Yorkshire, 

8 August 

Western Bonelli’s Warbler, 
Trevescan, Cornwall, 

30 August 

White-rumped Sandpiper, 
Freiston Shore RSPB, 
August 


been even close to Scotland, 
let alone the Hebrides (the closest 
previous examples being in East 
Yorkshire and Cleveland). Most 
have been from the South West, 
particularly Scilly (where the first 
appeared in 1983). 

Best of the rest 

It is a curious month indeed 
when Sooty Tern is relegated 
to an afterthought. After 
appearances off north-east 
England in early July, birders lost 
the scent of the Sooty Tern until 
in the early morning of 2 August, 
when presumably that same 
Sooty Tern was seen off the north 
Norfolk coast at Sheringham and 
Weybourne. But in these days of 
crazy multiple records of 
ultra-rare seabirds, who knows 
if it was a new bird? 

Other excellent rare birds 
which made the brief mentions 
and ‘also-ran’ list included a 
Stilt Sandpiper on Rathlin Island, 
Co. Antrim; the continuing 
adventures of the Gull-billed 
Tern, this month at Sandbach 
Flashes, Cheshire (6th and 7th); 
the Squacco Heron at Pagham 
LNR, West Sussex, to mid-month; 
Aquatic Warblers at Abbotsbury 
Swannery, Dorset, Steart WWT, 
Somerset and St Hilary, Cornwall; 
and the continuing presence of 
multiple Two-barred Crossbills on 
Shetland, among some great rare 
birds, too many to mention... 
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SOUTH WEST 


Highlights lnassociatlon T* 

Just as the fMpJWmt 
country was 

reeling from blurry photos of what 
appeared to be a Brown Booby off 
the north Kent coast, clearer 
photos of a definite Brown Booby 
off St Ives, Cornwall, appeared (in 
the last week of August)! This 
second-summer bird stayed long 
enough for visiting birders to get 
incredible views. Then it was off. 

But a second Cornish Brown 
Booby was waiting down the coast 
at The Lizard... 


AVON 


CLEVEDON-WESTON-SUPER-MARE: 

Common Scoters included four at Weston- 
super-Mare, one off Clevedon, with perhaps the 
same five at Severn Beach (10th). Clevedon-Yeo 
had 14 Little Egrets, 340 Knot, a Ruff, Little 
Stint, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank and six 
Whimbrels. A Marsh Harrier was at Wick St 
Lawrence (4th). A Wryneck was at Channel 
View (29th). 

SEVERNSIDE: Two Fulmars, 12 Gannets, three 
Great Skuas, a Sabines Gull and four Storm 
Petrels were off Severn Beach (10th), with 12 
Arctic Terns (9th), a Storm Petrel (11th) and 
Manx Shearwater (30th). Nine Gannets flew 
past Oldbury (10th), with two more off 
Severnside. A Great White Egret was at Portbury 
Wharf (11th). Northwick Warth had a Spoonbill 
(4th) and Great White Egret (from 14th). Twelve 
Little Egrets were at Severn Beach. An Osprey 
flew over Northwick Warth (28th). 

A Honey Buzzard flew over Oldbury (25th). A 
Marsh Harrier was at several coastal sites (7th & 
24th). Northwick Warth had four Avocets, three 
Little Ringed Plovers, two Spotted Redshanks 
and a Greenshank. There were two Curlew 
Sandpipers at New Passage and three at Severn 
Beach. Oldbury had an Avocet, five Little Ringed 
Plovers and two Greenshanks. 

A Mediterranean Gull and Yellow-legged Gull 
were along Severnside, where there was a steady 
trickle of Whinchats, Wheatears, Redstarts and 
Tree Pipits. A Grasshopper Warbler was at 
New Passage. Ten Yellow Wagtails were at 
Northwick Warth (26th). 

THE RESERVOIRS: A Pink-footed Goose was 
at Chew (30th) and a Goldeneye at Blagdon 
(19th). Chew logged seven Great White Egrets, 
six Little Egrets, eight Cattle Egrets, a Bittern, 
White Stork, Osprey, four Marsh Harriers, three 
Little Ringed Plovers, a Whimbrel, two 
Turnstones, 26 Knot, a Sanderling, eight Dunlin, 
two Greenshanks, two Arctic Skuas (25th), a 
Kittiwake (6th), Little Gull (12th), Mediterranean 
Gull, two Yellow-legged Gulls, three Little Terns 
(10th), a Sandwich Tern (11th), two Arctic Terns, 
24 Common Terns, 200 Black Terns and five 
Hobbies. 

Blagdon had a Great White Egret, three Little 
Egrets, two Marsh Harriers, 62 Black Terns and a 
Mediterranean Gull. Three White Wagtails were 
at Barrow Gurney Reservoir. 

OTHER SITES: Five Red Kites were reported 
(24th-28th). Quails were at Marshfield on four 
dates, with a Merlin there (27th). Six Whimbrels 
flew over Saltford (18th). A Cuckoo was at 



Kingston Seymour (26th). Chipping Sodbury 
Common, Marshfield and Saltford produced 
maxima 15 Redstarts, seven Wheatears, six 
Whinchats, seven Tree Pipits, a White Wagtail 
and six Yellow Wagtails. A Whinchat spent much 
of the month in a Bristol suburban park. 

Jane Cumming 


CHANNEL ISLANDS 


JERSEY: Grouville Bay held 10 Great Crested 
Grebes, six Greenshanks, hundreds of Ringed 
Plovers, 100 Curlews, a few Curlew Sandpipers, 
Whimbrels, Grey Plovers, Bar-tailed Godwits, 
Sanderling, Dunlin and Turnstones, 500 
Oystercatchers, 300 Sandwich Terns, a few 
Common and Arctic Terns and tens of Gannets, 
Balearic Shearwaters, Manx Shearwaters and 
Fulmars. Noirmont logged 100 Balearic 
Shearwaters, four Dotterel, Firecrests, many 
Wrynecks, seven Pied Flycatchers, a Honey 


Buzzards and Crossbill. A Hen Harrier was at 
Victoria Tower. Mont a la Brune had a Spotted 
Redshank, 250 Coots, a Red-crested Pochard, 
seven Pochards, 11 Little Grebes, 30 Cormorants, 
50 Tufted Ducks, a Little Gull, 200 Herring 
Gulls, 50 Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 30 Great 
Black-backed Gulls and 20 Mediterranean Gulls. 
Le Pulec had 20 Rock Pipits. The Wetlands 
Centre logged 20 Marsh Harriers, hundreds of 
hirundines, and Green, Common and Wood 
Sandpipers. Three Roseate Terns were logged. 
Hundreds of Wheatears and Reed Warblers, 
Whitethroats, Spotted Flycatchers, Redstarts, 
Willow Warblers, Grey, Yellow and White 
Wagtails, Chiffchaffs, Sedge Warblers and 
Grasshopper Warblers moved through. Teal and 
Snipe arrived at the end of the month, with the 
odd Lapwing, Redshank, Ruff and Black-tailed 
Godwit passing through. 

Bertram Bree 


Sooty Shearwater, 
pelagic off Scilly, 

11 August 
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CORNWALL 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Brown Booby in St Ives Bay 
(26th-31st) was last seen heading west at 
Pendeen (31st). The flock of 20 released White 
Storks appeared at several places before the 
group split (25th-29th). Honey Buzzards flew 
over St Blazey (20th) and Drift (24th). A Black 
Kite flew over Hayle (30th). At least 12 Ospreys 
passed through the county. A Spotted Crake 
was at Nanjizal (26th-27th). An American 
Golden Plover was at Polgigga (22nd) and 
Nanjizal (25th). 

A Dotterel flew over Porthgwarra (25th). 
Over 20 Wood Sandpipers were logged. A 
Bee-eater was at Treen (18th). Around a dozen 
Wrynecks were noted (24th-31st). A Hooded 
Crow was around Trevose (1st-15th). A Western 
Bonelli’s Warbler was at Trevascen (26th-31st). 
Melodious Warblers were at Porthgwarra 
(3rd-4th & 22nd) and Nanjizal (20th). An 
Aquatic Warbler was at St Hilary (26th). A Blyth’s 
Reed Warbler was at Polgigga (27th). A Tawny 
Pipit was at Nanjizal (21st-24th). 

A Lapland Bunting was at Gwithian 
(30th-31st). Only a few Cory’s, Great, Sooty and 
Balearic Shearwaters, Storm Petrels and skuas 
were noted from the usual sites. Sabine’s Gulls 
were at Pendeen, Botallack and Bude. A Wilson’s 
Petrel was off Lizard Point (14th). 

Sara McMahon 


DEVON 


LUNDY: Highlights included 71 Willow 
Warblers, 3,000 Manx Shearwaters, 212 
Gannets, 22 Fulmars, 66 Meadow Pipits, 11 Pied 
Flycatchers, seven Spotted Flycatchers, a 
Black-headed Bunting, Merlin, Icterine Warbler, 
Wryneck, Nightingale, Sooty Shearwater and 
Redstart. 

NORTH DEVON: Hartland Point had 17 Storm 
Petrels, 532 Gannets, 1,352 Manx Shearwaters, 
111 Fulmars, an Arctic Skua and three Whimbrels. 
A Spoonbill and three Red Kites were at 
Barnstaple. The Taw Estuary had seven 
Bar-tailed Godwits, 49 Knot, 34 Mediterranean 
Gulls, four Little Terns, an Osprey and 491 
Ringed Plovers. Morte Point had a Manx 
Shearwater and five Storm Petrels. 

Fremington had a Glossy Ibis and 25 
Mediterranean Gulls. Rillage Point had two 
Storm Petrels, five Manx Shearwaters, 39 
Gannets, three Great Skuas and a Marsh Harrier. 
Twenty Whimbrels were at Isley Marsh. 

Wrynecks were at Thornhillhead and 
Petrockstow. 

SOUTH DEVON: The Kingsbridge Estuary had 
three Marsh Sandpipers, an Osprey and Wood 
Sandpiper. Soar had a Wryneck, 90 Yellow 
Wagtails, and 500 Linnets. The Plym Estuary 
had a Whimbrel, 105 Redshanks four 
Greenshanks, a Peregrine, 21 Little Egrets and 33 
Curlews. Dawlish Warren had a Stone-curlew and 
Black Tern. Slapton had a Yellow-legged Gull, 50 
Mediterranean Gulls, 21 Sanderling, two 
Whimbrels and 250 House Martins. 

Exmouth had a Tawny Pipit and 175 House 
Martins. Torbay logged 138 Mediterranean Gulls 
and a Yellow-legged Gull. Bowling Green Marsh 
had two Spotted Redshanks, a Green Sandpiper, 
four Greenshanks, two Ruff, 12 Greenshanks, 
two Ringed Plovers, a Common Sandpiper, 
Curlew Sandpiper, Pintail, Garganey, Wood 
Sandpiper, Marsh Harrier, two Bar-tailed 
Godwits and 11 Knot. 

Berry Head had a Long-tailed Skua, Arctic 
Skua, seven Great Skuas, 168 Balearic 
Shearwaters, 1,260 Manx Shearwaters, a Sooty 
Shearwater, three Puffins, two Yellow-legged 
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Storm Petrel, 
pelagic off Scilly, 
10 August 



Gulls, 251 Kittiwakes, 39 Mediterranean Gulls, 11 
Common Scoters, 18 Sandwich Terns, nine 
Common Terns, three Whimbrels, three Grey 
Plovers, four Ringed Plovers, a Green Sandpiper, 
Pomarine Skua, Arctic Tern and 16 Fulmars. 

The Tamar Estuary had 12 Little Egrets, 10 
Common Sandpipers, five Whimbrels and two 
Greenshanks. Saunton Sands had 50 Knot, 200 
Sanderlings, 30 Ringed Plovers and an Osprey. 
Prawle Point had Long-tailed Skua, Sooty 
Shearwater, Great Skua, 18 Balearic Shearwaters, 
4,000 Manx Shearwaters, 87 Kittiwakes, 25 
Fulmars and 750 Gannets. Two Nightjars were at 
Bovey Heathfield. 

Lyme Bay had six Common Scoters, 150 
Kittiwakes, three Arctic Skuas, eight Great 
Skuas, 500 Manx Shearwaters, four Balearic 
Shearwaters and a Sooty Shearwater. Plymouth 
had 100 roosting Ring-necked Parakeets. 
Eighteen White Storks flew over Wembury. Two 
Ospreys were seen on the Teign Estuary, with 
singles at the Exe Estuary, Holberton and 
Stokenham. 

THURLESTONE BAY: Highlights included 20 
Common Scoters, 14 Fulmars, a Cory’s 
Shearwater, eight Sooty Shearwaters, 355 Manx 
Shearwaters, 11 Balearic Shearwaters, 1,200 
Gannets, an Osprey, Hobby, a Little Ringed 
Plover, 65 Ringed Plovers, nine Knot, 22 
Sanderling, a Little Stint, 71 Dunlin, a Ruff, Snipe, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, 14 Black-tailed Godwits, three 
Whimbrels, 29 Curlews, four Common 
Sandpipers, a Green Sandpiper, two Wood 
Sandpipers, 12 Greenshanks, five Turnstones, 
four Arctic Skuas, a Great Skua, Sabine’s Gull, 17 


Kittiwakes, four Mediterranean Gulls, a 
Yellow-legged Gull, 1,100 Herring Gulls, two 
Wrynecks and a Barred Warbler. 

Harvey Kendall[ Mike Passman 
(thurlestonebaybirds.co.uk) 


DORSET 


HIG H LIG HTS: An Aquatic Warbler was briefly 
at Abbotsbury Swannery (19th). A Tawny Pipit 
was at Hartland Moor (25th). A Grey Phalarope 
was at Ferrybridge (11th-13th). A white-ringed 
adult White Stork was at Holdenhurst (15th). 
Sound-recordings at Corfe Gap picked up 
Ortolan Buntings (21st & 27th). Wych Lake had a 
probable White Stork over (23rd), plus three 
Ospreys. A Ortolan Bunting was at St Aldhelm’s 
Head (24th). Twenty-two White Storks flew over 
Abbotsbury, Bridportand Langton Matravers 
(24th). A Wryneck was trapped and ringed at 
Lytchett Heath (25th), and one was at Trent 
(25th). A Melodious Warbler was at St Aldhelm’s 
Head (26th). A Wryneck was at Durlston CP 
(26th-28th), and singles were at Lodmoor RSPB, 
Ballard Down and Charmouth the same day, with 
at least eight Pied Flycatchers at the latter. 
Another Wryneck was at Arne RSPB (27th), plus 
an Osprey. A male Montagu’s Harrier was at 
Cranborne (28th). A Wryneck was at Iwern 
Minster (28th, with one at Portland (29th). A 
Spotted Crake was at Lodmoor RSPB (29th). 
Four Honey Buzzards flew over Lodmoor RSPB 
(30th). A Cattle Egret was at Abbotsbury 
Swannery (31st). 


ISLES OF SCILLY 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Wilson’s Storm-petrel, Sooty 


Shearwater and five Great Skuas were south of 
the islands (1st). There were 25 Common 
Sandpipers on St Agnes (2nd). A Fea’s Petrel and 
Wilson’s Storm-petrel were close to the islands 
(5th). A Wood Sandpiper was on Tresco (6th) 
with another over Peninnis Head (7th). A Ruff 
was at Porth Hellick (9th), with two there later in 
the month. A Black-tailed Godwit flew over St 
Mary’s quay (10th). Two Wilson’s Storm-petrels, 
a Great Shearwater, 24 Sooty Shearwaters 
and two Balearic Shearwaters were south of the 
islands (11th). 

A Wilson’s Storm-petrel and two Sooty 
Shearwaters were seen (12th), with two Wilson’s 
Storm-petrels south of the islands (13th). A Serin 
flew over Porth Hellick (14th). Ten Wilson’s 
Storm-petrels, a Sabine’s Gull, four Sooty 
Shearwaters and three Great Skuas were seen on 
the pelagic trip (15th). Four Wilson’s 
Storm-petrels were seen (16th) with three (17th) 
and two (18th), the last along with a Long-tailed 
Skua and two Great Shearwaters. 

A Bee-eater was heard over St Mary’s and 
two Wilson’s Storm-petrels plus a Grey 
Phalarope were south of the islands (20th). A 
Cetti’s Warbler called from Lower Moors (21st). 
There was a steady trickle of Pied and Spotted 
Flycatchers, Wheatears and Tree Pipits late in 
the month. Mediterranean Gull numbers 
increased to double figures by the end of the 
month, with 60 Sandwich Terns around 
St Mary’s at that time. The second Fea’s 
Petrel of the month was south-west of Bishop 
Rock (23rd). 

A Yellow-legged Gull was at Porth Hellick 
(24th), when an Alpine Swift and 12 Swifts were 
over Hugh Town. Two Pomarine Skuas, an Arctic 
Skua, two Great Skuas and a Black Tern were 
seen from the pelagic trip (25th). Two 
Yellow-legged Gulls were in Porth Cressa (26th). 
A Red-backed Shrike was near Telegraph (from 
27th), when Wrynecks were on Peninnis and 
Kitty Down. 

The third Fea’s Petrel of the month, two Black 
Terns, 12 Sooty Shearwaters, six Arctic Skuas and 
two Great Skuas were seen from the pelagic 
(27th). A Wryneck was still on Kitty Down, with 
another in the Dump Clump (28th). A Wilson’s 
Storm-petrel was seen on the pelagic trip (29th), 
when a Wryneck was on Tresco. Twenty 
Crossbills flew over Old Grimsby, Tresco (30th), 
when a Wryneck was on Tresco with two more on 
St Martin’s. 

WillWagstaff 


WILTSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Most unusual record was the 
Spoonbill that flew north-east over Erlestoke 
Golf Course (19th). An Osprey was logged at 
Quidhampton and a Marsh Harrier and 
Mediterranean Gull were seen at Old Sarum. 
The very large national influx of Wood 
Sandpipers produced a good run of sightings at 
Langford Lakes (2nd-18th) and examination of 
plumage in photos suggested that at least three 
different individuals were involved. Migrant 
passage was notable, particularly passerines 
such as Wheatear, Whinchat, Redstart and 
Garden Warbler. Waders included Greenshank, 
Ruff, Ringed Plover and Spotted Redshank at 
the Cotswold Water Park, where 18 was the 
highest single day count of Green Sandpipers. 
Hobbies performed well for the photographers 
at Langford Lakes, and a remarkable four 
Nightjars were trapped on SPTA(C). Other 
sightings of note were Garganey at Langford 
Lakes and Cotswold Water Park, and the 
first Yellow-legged Gull of the autumn seen 
at Stoford. 

Rob Turner 


Wilson’s Petrel, 
pelagic off Scilly, 
11 August 
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Highlights 

What will surely 
be accepted as 
the UK’s first Brown Booby was 
photographed off Swalecliffe, 
Kent, on 19th. Whether this was 
the same bird as later seen off St 
Ives, Cornwall, or the adult later 
seen off the Brittany coast (the 
first for France), remains unclear. 


BEDFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Great Skua was at Grovebury 
SP (19th). A Pectoral Sandpiper was at Broom 
GP (29th-31st). Pied Flycatchers were at 
Brogborough Hill (two, 2nd-5th & one, 
26th-28th), Ampthill Park (26th-31st), Luton 
(27th), Pegsdon Hills (27th), Pulloxhill (27th) and 
The Lodge RSPB (30th). A Black Tern was at 
Millbrook Pillinge (24th). A Wood Sandpiper was 
at Dunstable (to 11th), with others at Grovebury 
SP (3rd) and Broom GP (8th). A Garganey was 
at Broom GP (from 10th). 

Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


BERKSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Great White Egret was at 
Lower Farm GP (22nd). Pied Flycatchers were at 
Inkpen Hill (26th) and Dinton Pastures (29th). 

DINTON PASTURES CP: There was a Pintail 
(31st), Garganey (26th-28th), two Water Rails 
(19th-23rd), a Greenshank (26th), five Black 
Terns (24th) and two Redstarts (20th-31st). 

LEA FARM GP: Highlights included a Pintail 
(11th-31st), Garganey (6th-31st), three 
Black-tailed Godwits, four Greenshanks, a Wood 
Sandpiper (11th) and four Arctic Terns. 

LOWER FARM GP: There was an 
Oystercatcher (15th), five Little Ringed Plovers, a 
Ruff (1st), two Greenshanks (24th), a 
Mediterranean Gull (10th) and Little Gull (30th). 

MOOR GREEN LAKES: Highlights included 
two Oystercatchers (2nd), four Little Ringed 
Plovers, two Black-tailed Godwits (5th), two 
Greenshanks (29th), three Wood Sandpipers 
(2nd-5th) and a White Wagtail (5th). 

QUEEN MOTHER RESERVOIR: There was a 
Little Ringed Plover (24th), Black-tailed Godwit 
(2nd), Med Gull (23rd) and Sandwich Tern (9th). 

THE ALE GP: A Red-crested Pochard (2nd) and 
50 Black Terns (24th) were the pick. 

OTHER SITES: Two Garganey were at Calcot 
GC (27th). A Marsh Harrier was at Aldworth 
(12th-15th). An Oystercatcher was at Thatcham 
(15th). A Little Ringed Plover was at Dorney 
Wetlands (25th). Two Redstarts were at 
Wellbottom Down (4th), with three at Crookham 
Common, two at Greenham Common and three 
at Inkpen Hill (26th-27th). A Firecrest was at 
Whiteknights Park, Reading (29th) 

Marek Walford (www.berksbirds.co.uk) 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Key birds were a Marsh Warbler 
trapped at Hillesden (27th) and a Wryneck at 
Naphill (23rd). Other highlights were a 
Black-necked Grebe at Calvert (9th), a Great 
White Egret at Ashland, MK (14th) and Marsh 
Harriers at Foxcote Reservoir (17th) and over 
Steps Hill (25th). A Crane flew over Wingrave 
(8th), while Wood Sandpipers were at Dorney 
Common (two, 4th-7th) and Gayhurst Quarry 
(4th). Pied Flycatchers were at Quainton Hills 
(25th-27th) and Tattenhoe Park, MK (three, 26th 
&two, 27th). 

CALVERT: There was a Mediterranean Gull 
(9th) and a Black Tern (27th). 

COLLEGE LAKE: There was a Dunlin (14th), 
three Black-tailed Godwits (8th) and a single 
(18th) and a Greenshank (29th-31st). 

DORNEY COMMON: There were three 
Ringed Plover (20th-23rd) and singles (13th-14th 
& 24th-30th), two Dunlin (13th-18th) and singles 
(12th & 20th-23rd) and two Greenshank (25th). 

IVINGHOE HILLS: Highlights included a 
Golden Plover (25th), Tree Pipits (18th-27th), 
Redstarts (all month) and Whinchats (18th-27th). 

LITTLE MARLOW GP: There was an Avocet 
(17th), a Black-tailed Godwit (7th) and a 
Yellow-legged Gull (25th). 

NEWTON LEYS: There were up to 25 
Yellow-legged Gulls (7th) and three Caspian 
Gulls (2nd-23rd). 

WILLEN LAKES: There was a Ringed Plover 
(4th), a Dunlin (2nd) and a Greenshank 
(4th-5th). 

OTHER SITES: A Mediterranean Gull was at 
Bradwell New Workings (11th), an Arctic Tern 
was at Linford (29th), flyover Tree Pipits were at 
Tattenhoe Park, MK(15th-27th) and 14 Tree 
Sparrows were at Little Linford Wood (16th). 
Adam Bassett (www.bucksbirdclub.co.uk) 


HAMPSHIRE 


BLASHFORD LAKES AND THE AVON 
VALLEY: The regular Great White Egret 
returned to Blashford Lakes (from 18th), with 
two seen (27th). Other scarcities included an 
Osprey at Ibsley Water (30th) and a Pied 
Flycatcher at Snails Lake (31st). There were few 
other reports, but Greenshank and Common 
Sandpiper were seen on I bsley Water, as well as 
up to 500 Sand Martins. Three Wigeon were on 
Ivy Lake (30th). 

HILL HEAD TO HAMBLE: Scarcities at 
Titchfield Haven included a Cattle Egret (4th) 
and Osprey (from 25th). Notable waders 
included Little Stint (13th), Wood Sandpiper (one 
or two, 1st-9th & 21st) and Spotted Redshank 
(2nd). Maximum counts of other waders 
included three Avocets, two Little Ringed 
Plovers, 25 Ringed Plovers, four Turnstones, 
Knot, 42 Dunlin, Sanderling, three Common 
Sandpipers, five Green Sandpipers, two 
Greenshank and a Snipe. An influx of Black Terns 
towards the end of the month saw 10 at 
Brownwich and 20 at Lee-on-the Solent (24th), 
with eight at the latter site the next day and 10 
off Titchfield Haven (26th). Also at Hill Head 
were maxima of 267 Common Tern and 24 Little 
Tern, plus Kittiwake (10th) and two Arctic Skuas 
(4th). A Wryneck was at Hook-with-Warsash 
(29th), which also saw up to six Black Terns 


towards the end of the month, plus an 
Osprey (30th). 

LANGSTONE HARBOUR AND HAYLING 
ISLAND: The highlight at Farlington Marshes 
was two Wrynecks (26th-30th). Migrant waders 
included Ruff (2nd-4th), Curlew Sandpiper (3rd 
& 31st), Little Stint (13th & 27th), Wood 
Sandpiper (2nd-3rd) and Spotted Redshank 
(1st-31st), with counts of other species including 
Avocet, 90 Grey Plovers, nine Ringed Plovers, 
three Knots, five Common Sandpipers, four 
Green Sandpipers and 20 Greenshanks. One or 
two Ospreys were present (from 15th), while 14 
Black Terns were in the harbour (24th). Up to 10 
Cattle Egrets were seen at their breeding colony 
on Langstone Mill Pond. A flock of 30 released 
White Storks flew over Hayling Island (23rd). 
Other sightings from Hayling included Wood 
Sandpiper over Black Point (13th), singles of 
Arctic Tern and Arctic Skua (9th), 10 Black Terns 
in Chichester Harbour (25th) and three Pied 
Flycatchers at Northney (27th). 

LYMINGTON TO MILFORDONSEA: The 

highlight at Keyhaven was a brief American 
Golden Plover (13th). Almost as rare was a Tree 
Sparrow flying over (25th). Waders included 
Curlew Sandpiper (26th; two, 28th), Little Stint 
(13th), Wood Sandpiper (two, 3rd; 5th), Spotted 
Redshank (two, 1st-30th) and Ruff (28th). 
Maxima of other species included eight Avocet, 
42 Grey Plovers, 35 Ringed Plovers, three 
Whimbrels, 391 Black-tailed Godwit, 38 
Turnstone, 11 Knot, two Sanderlings, 47 Dunlin, 
Common Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper, seven 
Greenshanks and two Snipe. Three Pied 
Flycatchers were seen during the month, plus a 
Turtle Dove (27th). Raptors included Osprey 
(1st) and regular Marsh Harrier. A Mandarin 
(30th) was a rare visitor, while up to four Brent 
Geese continued their summer on the reserve. 
Offshore there were up to 36 Eider, one or two 
Common Scoter and three Goosanders. 
Seawatching at Milford-on-Sea produced a 
Storm Petrel (10th), with Fulmar, Kittiwake, 
Arctic Tern and Arctic Skua also seen then. 

ELSEWHERE: Up to five Great White Egrets 
were at Fishlake Meadows throughout, with two 
also at Lower Test (27th). Ospreys were also 
mobile in that area, with up to two at Fishlake, 
plus sightings at Lower Test, Eling, Nursling and 
Timsbury. Marsh Harrier was at Fishlake on two 
dates (13th, 24th) and a Wood Sandpiper was at 
Testwood Lakes (10th). Twenty-six released 
White Storks flew over Totton (23rd), with three 
then over Norleywood (25th). A male Montagu’s 
Harrier was at Havant Ticket (19th), a Honey 
Buzzard flew over Old Basing (30th) and 
Ospreys were at Lepe, Highbridge, Old Basing 
and Holbury. 

An arrival of Black Terns saw an impressive 38 
off Weston Shore (24th), plus 15 off Portsmouth 
on that date and six off Calshot (30th). Pied 
Flycatchers also arrived in good numbers, with 
records from 26 sites, almost all inland. The Vyne 
had Wood Sandpiper (1st-7th, 22nd-25th) and 
Marsh Harrier (31st). Fleet Pond held a Garganey 
(1st-20th) and Arctic Tern (23rd). Alresford Pond 
had a Wood Sandpiper (5th-9th), plus up to 20 
Green Sandpipers, Dunlin, Little Ringed Plover, 
Common Sandpiper, Black-tailed Godwit and 
Snipe. A late singing Quail was reported from 
Martin Down. 

Tom Jordan 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Four Pied Flycatchers were at 
Radwell (24th) and one at Balls Wood (24th). Six 


Black-necked Grebes were at Hilfield Park 
Reservoir. A Spotted Redshank was at Wilstone 
Reservoir (21st), with a Black Tern there (24th). 
Garganeys were at Rye Meads, Wilstone 
Reservoir and Tyttenhanger GP, with two at 
Maple Lodge (17th). Two Quails were at Bird Hill, 
Baldock, with another at Ashwell. 

Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068700245. Calls to 09068700245 
from a landline or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enguiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


KENT 


HIGHLIGHTS: A probable Brown Booby flew 
east at Swalecliffe (19th). The Bonaparte’s Gull 
remained around Oare Marshes, with two 
Garganeys, a Spotted Redshank (3rd-14th), Little 
Stint, 14 Curlew Sandpipers (14th), a Cattle Egret 
and two Wood Sandpipers (26th) also there. 
Dungeness RSPB logged a Cattle Egret, 
Garganey, Great White Egret, Little Gull, Black 
Redstart, Wood Sandpipers, Bittern, three 
Honey Buzzards over, a Whinchat, Black Tern 
and Wryneck. 

Dungeness NNR had a Sabines Gull (14th) 
and Honey Buzzard (26th). Cliffe Pools had a 
Cattle Egret, three Spoonbills and two Little 
Stints. An Icterine Warbler was ringed at 
Sandwich Bay (4th). 

A Montagu’s Harrier and Pied Flycatcher 
were at Eastchurch (25th). Honey Buzzards flew 
over Walmer, St Margaret’s at Cliffe and 
Bekesbourne (25th), North Foreland (26th) and 
Worth Marsh (29th). 

A Red-backed Shrike was at Langdon Cliffs 
(26th), with a Wryneck and two Pied Flycatchers 
there (27th). Stonar Lake had an Ortolan Bunting 
and three Pied Flycatchers (27th). Harty Ferry 
had a Cattle Egret and six Black Terns (26th). A 
Wryneck was at Walmer (30th). 


SURREY 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Stone-curlew was 
sound-recorded over Thorncombe Street (4th), 
with an Ortolan Bunting there (25th), and 
another early on the 26th, plus a Pied Flycatcher 
(28th). Sightings there included Turtle Dove 
(2nd). A White Stork was over Epsom Common 
(14th) and Ottershaw (15th). A Honey Buzzard 
was reported over Chipstead (28th). The Wood 
Sandpiper remained at Newchapel (1st-2nd). 
One was at Holmethorpe Sand Pits (7th). Tice’s 
Meadow had a Great White Egret (3rd-17th), a 
female Garganey (15th), and an adult Arctic Tern 
(17th). A Great White Egret was at Molesey 
Common (27th-31st). A Pied Flycatcher was at 
Dukes Warren, Leith Hill (12th), with one at 
Milford Common (15th), another at Dukes 
Warren (24th) and one at Banstead the same 
day, one at Palmers Cross (26th), and two at 
Crooksbury Common (26th), with one still 
present (31st). A Caspian Gull was around The 
Weir pub, Walton-on-Thames (21st-30th). Five 
Black Terns were at Queen Mary Reservoir 
(25th). A Wood Warbler was at Hascombe 
(26th). A Hawfinch was over Dick Focks 
Common (29th). 


SUSSEX 


EAST SUSSEX: The Ferruginous Duck 
remained around Pett Level (1st-8th), with two 
Purple Herons there (26th). A Tawny Pipit flew 
over Seven Sisters (25th). A Honey Buzzard flew 
over Hastings (21st), with five over Beachy Head 
(23rd). Also there was a Pied Flycatcher (23rd), 


Ortolan Bunting (24th), eight more Honey 
Buzzards and ten Pied Flycatchers (25th), a 
Honey Buzzard (27th) and Wrynecks 
(28th and 30th). 

Other Honey Buzzards were at Crowlink 
(two, plus an Osprey, on 24th), Telscome (24th), 
Catsfield (25th) and Fairlight (two on 25th). 
Arlington Reservoir had a Grey-headed Wagtail 
(27th). Montagu’s Harriers were at Woodingdean 
(29th) and Telscombe (30th). 


WEST SUSSEX: A Sguacco Heron was at 
Pagham Harbour (2nd-15th), with 12 Cattle 
Egrets, two Spotted Redshanks and a Whinchat 
also there. Eighteen Cattle Egrets were at 
Thorney Island (12th). Honey Buzzards were at 
Black Down (19th), Pulborough Brooks (21st and 
24th), West Wittering and Worthing (24th), and 
one, plus a Pied Flycatcher, at Truleigh Hill 
(26th). Twenty-seven White Storks, presumably 
juveniles from the Knepp Castle reintroduction 
scheme, drifted past Bognor (23rd). A Wryneck 
was at Woods Mill (27th). A Montagu’s Harrier 
was at Devil’s Dyke (28th). 


ANG 


In association with 

An adult Sooty 
Tern flew slowly 
past SFieringFiam, tFien 
Weybourne (to the west) early 
in the morning of 2nd, before 
being lost to view. This was 
most likely the same bird that 
had been seen earlier in the 
summer along the coast of the 
NortFi East. 


Rare Bird 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Red-necked Phalarope was at 
Graf ham Water (8th). Up to 36 Black Terns were 
at Grafham Water (from 24th), dwindling to four 
(28th). A Glossy Ibis flew over Buckden (8th). A 
Honey Buzzard flew over Ferry Meadows CP 
(17th). There was an unusual influx of Pied 
Flycatchers, with birds seen at several sites. A 
Wood Warbler was near Great Stukeley (25th). A 
Curlew Sandpiper was at Fen Drayton (29th). 
Several Wood Sandpipers were noted. 

Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068700245. Calls to 09068700245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


ESSEX 


RAINHAM MARSHES RSPB: Ajuvenile Cattle 
Egret got the month off to a grand start and 
stayed until the 12th when an adult was seen, and 
another was seen (23rd-24th). A Great White 
Egret flew through (10th) and another lingered 
(25th-27th), with two more briefly (31st). Four 
Spoonbills were seen early (14th) but were gone 
all too soon. Wader passage was stymied by poor 
water levels but a Wood Sandpiper (12th) was 
seen among the more regular tringas and a 
Golden Plover (25th) became the first of the 
season. Avocet and Black-tailed Godwit numbers 
rose and Whimbrel and Curlew were seen. Tern 
passage was odd with almost no Commons at all 
but with no favourable conditions at all (24th) 
there were suddenly 13 Sandwich Terns and an 
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unprecedented flock of 14 juvenile Little Terns. 
Three more Sandwich Terns were seen (26th) 
when a flock of 16 Arctic Terns headed high 
up-river. Two more Arctics were seen (30th). 
There was a little flurry of Med and Caspian Gulls 
including a couple of immaculate juveniles of 
each and Yellow-legged Gulls numbers started 
to drop off. Eyes to the skies produced our usual 
raptor selection with a couple of Red Kites in 
addition, as well as an Osprey (18th) and 16 
kettling Buzzards (23rd). Frustratingly Culver the 
young White-tailed Eagle from the Isle of Wight 
reintroduction was satellite-tracked across the 
west end of the reserve (31st) on his maiden 
circuit of the south-east but was not seen by 
anyone during his entire Essex journey! 

A Raven on the same day was the first for 
some time. The first Whinchats arrived on 
(22nd) and were seen most days thereafter with 
five (25th), when four Wheatears were also seen. 
Spotted Flycatchers were found (19th & 26th) 
and Pied Flycatcher and Redstart were both seen 
on the (25th-26th) with another of the latter 
(19th & 31st). There were good numbers of 
Yellow Wagtails with the cattle and an Ortolan 
Bunting flew over calling but remained invisible. 
There were lots of commoner warblers on the 
move with Whitethroats being especially 
common including an impressive 53 (26th). 
Fourteen Willow Warblers on the same day was 
equally noteworthy. 

METROPOLITAN LNHS ESSEX: It was mostly 
about passerine passage, with the magnet that is 
Wanstead Flats dragging in a wealth of drift 
migrants. So, to summarise: Pied Flycatcher: 
recorded on 10 dates with a high of six (24th); 
Whinchat: recorded on 15 dates with highs of 
seven (24th), six (29th) and 10 (27th); Wheatear: 
a high of 12 (28th); Tree Pipit; recorded on 14 
dates with highs of five (14th), four (17th) and six 
(21st); Redstart: recorded on 10 dates with highs 
of seven (29th), four (30th) and six (31st). Add to 
this a Wood Warbler (7th), a smattering of Spot 
Flys, Red Kite and a Great White Egret (28th), 
the site had a great month. Pied Flys were noted 
in the Ingrebourne Valley, KGV Reservoir, 
Bonnetts Wood, Thorndon CP, Alexander Lake, 
Hall Marsh, Walthamstow Wetlands and 
Dagnam Park on three dates. 

Redstarts were in the Ingrebourne Valley, 
Woodford Green, Thorndon CP and Dagnam 
Park on three dates, while Tree Pipits were noted 
there and at Gallions Reach. Whinchats and Spot 
Flys were seen at many sites and a Wood Warbler 
was at Dagnam Park (20th). Three Wrynecks 
made brief appearances in the Ingrebourne 
Valley (24th), Bonnetts Wood (27th) and 
Walthamstow Wetlands (28th). The Wetlands 
also scored with two Garganey (from 15th) and 
an Osprey (19th). A Marsh Harrier was a good 
record for Chingford Plain (2nd) and a Honey 
Buzzard drifted over Holyfield (5th) while a 
Short-eared Owl was guite early over Beckton 
STW (21st). Arctic Terns were seen at Gallions 
Reach with six (1st) and 21 (25th) when two 
Sandwich and 17 Commons were seen. 

Eleven Sandwich were off Beckton (24th). 
Wood Sandpipers was in the Ingrebourne (3rd & 
10th) with Greenshank at Dagenham Chase 
(9th) and Turnstone on the KGV (4th) being the 
pick of passage waders. The Chase also hosted 
its first ever Cattle Egrets with two (20th). 

SOUTH ESSEX: The invisible White-tailed 
Eagle that is Culver was the biggest bird of the 
month, although he evaded detection on his 
journey east (31st) over Southend Seafront 
before spending time on the beach at Wakering 
Stairs and roosting in a small copse there! 


Juvenile Black Guillemot, 
Cley, Norfolk 
22 August 




Riverwatching was fairly guiet although two 
Black Terns were off Canvey (2nd), with a good 
day there (9th) with Pomarine Skua, two Bonxies 
and a juvenile Sabines Gull. An Eider was seen 
on several dates (from 26th) and 110 Little Egrets 
were counted from there (16th). Down-river 
there were 38 Little Terns amassed on Shoebury 
East Beach (26th) and Wakering Stairs had an 
Osprey (19th-20th) and two (26th). An amazing 
eight Cattle Egrets were at Wat Tyler CP 
(23rd-29th) and West Canvey Marshes RSPB 
had a Curlew Sandpiper (2nd) and two Wood 
Sandpipers (13th). Two more Wood Sandpipers 


were at Bowers Marsh RSPB (2nd), with a 
Garganey there (5th) with another duo at Fleet 
Head (4th) and another at Blue House Farm 
(14th) while nearby Stow Marsh held 46 Yellow 
Wagtails (23rd) and 50 Med Gulls were up 
anting at South Fambridge (8th). 

Black-tailed Godwits peaked at 3,273 at East 
Tilbury (11th) with 878 Avocets also recorded 
there. There were some good tern movements 
with Common high counts of 187 (21st) and 498 
(28th), a staggering 76 Little Terns in one flock 
(26th), with two (27th) and four (28th) and a 
scattering of odd Arctics and seven Blacks and a 


Purple Sandpiper, 

Titchwell Marsh RSPB, Norfolk, 
m 11 August m 


» 



Little Gull (27th). A Garganey was at 
Hanningfield Reservoir (7th) with Wood 
Sandpiper the same day till the 11th. A Slavonian 
Grebe was seen (31st). There was a good 
selection of drift migrants with Whinchats, 
Spotted Flycatchers and Wheatears across the 
area along with at least seven Tree Pipits, five 
Redstarts and 11 Pied Flycatchers. 

MID ESSEX: Cattle Egrets continued to be in 
the headlines with up to seven at Abberton (to 
8th) while Great White Egrets had reached three 
(26th). The two Ruddy Shelducks lingered and 
Red-crested Pochards had reached eight (23rd). 
Four Garganey were seen on and off and the 
Ring-necked Duck reappeared (8th, 11th & 16th). 
A Black Tern was seen (3rd) and a Kittiwake the 
same day was unseasonal. Wood Sandpipers on 
four dates were the wader highlight. Wheatears, 
Whinchats and Yellow Wagtails were all seen and 
an Osprey (18th) was the first of the autumn. 
Three Pied Flycatchers were on Mersea (24th) 
with one at Wivenhoe the next day, where Great 
White Egret was seen. A Pectoral Sandpiper was 
at Old Hall Marshes RSPB (1st) and two Wood 
Sandpipers, Curlew Sandpiper and 10 Spotted 
Redshanks were there (4th). Other Curlew 
Sandpipers were at Fingringhoe, with 53 
Greenshank (8th) and at Heybridge (26th). 

NORTH ESSEX: The last 10 days of the month 
was guite busy on the north east coast with 
Holland Haven proving popular with two 
Wrynecks (from 29th) and 12 Wheatears at the 
same time. A Spoonbill and Pied Flycatcher were 
seen (25th). The Naze did well with Pied 
Flycatchers on most of those days with highs of 
10 (22nd), six (25th) and nine (29th). Tree Pipits 
were noted (20th) and 25th with 15 Wheatears 
on the first date too and two Redstarts (22nd). A 
Cattle Egret was seen in the Backwaters (24th & 
26th) but the rarest bird was a Marsh Tit that was 
seen sporadically (from 4th). The same period at 
Frinton saw 10 Tree Pipits, eight Pied Flycatchers 
and a few Whinchats and Spot Flys as well as an 
Osprey (18th), 19 early Brent Geese, Little Stint 
and 114 Sandwich Terns (21st) and 26 Med Gulls 
(23rd). A male Hen harrier was a nice early 
record over Beaumont Quay (4th) and 15 
Greenshank and two Curlew Sandpipers were in 
Hamford Water (1st). 

Howard Vaughan 


NORFOLK 


HIGHLIGHTS:ASootyTern flew past 
Weybourne and Sheringham (2nd). A Cory’s 
Shearwater flew past Cley (12th). Long-tailed 
Skuas were there (2nd) and off Weybourne 
(13th). A Black Guillemot was at Cley (from 19th). 
A Sabine’s Gull was at Winterton (23rd). A 
Barred Warbler was on Blakeney Point (25th). A 
Common Rosefinch was at Stiffkey (26th). 
Wrynecks were at Winterton (two), Horsey and 
Waxham. There was a good influx of Pied 
Flycatchers. A Wood Warbler was at Titchwell 
(31st). A Honey Buzzard flew over Ormesby 
Broad (27th). One or two White-rumped 
Sandpipers were at Snettisham (2nd-7th). A 
Pectoral Sandpiper was at Cley Marshes 
(3rd-6th). Purple Herons were at Cantley 
(19th-21st) and Horsey (20th). 

BREYDON WATER: Highlights included 
Ospreys (17th & 28th). There was a limosa-race 
Black-tailed Godwit (5th). Two Ruddy Shelducks 
of unknown origin were noted (27th & 29th). 
There was a Kittiwake (5th). Wheatears arrived 
(from 12th). The last week produced three 
Whinchats. 

Maxima included an exceptional 2,000 
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UK BIRD SIGHTINGS AUGUST 


Mediterranean Gulls, 41 Little Egrets, a Great 
White Egret, 431 Greylags, 27 Canada Geese, 42 
Egyptian Geese, 67 Shelducks, 320 Mallards, 
three Wigeon, a Garganey, 71 Oystercatchers, 
1,341 Avocets, 48 Ringed Plovers, 34 Golden 
Plovers, 30 Lapwings, 88 Knot, 106 Dunlin, 11 
Snipe, 1,660 Black-tailed Godwits, 16 Bar-tailed 
Godwits, ten Whimbrels, 661 Curlews, six 
Turnstones, two Curlew Sandpipers, two Wood 
Sandpipers, eight Common Sandpipers, 440 
Common Terns and 60 Sandwich Terns. 

NOA HOLME OBSERVATORY: Maxima 
included 18 Common Scoters, four Fulmars, 
three Black Terns, 150 Black-tailed Godwits, four 
Green Sandpipers, two Spotted Redshanks, six 
Greenshanks, three Arctic Skuas, two Great 
White Egrets, two Crossbills, four Spoonbills, 12 
Gannets, three Common Sandpipers, 70 Teal, 20 
Whimbrels, 28 Knot, two Swifts, two Eiders, two 
Garden Warblers, 71 Little Terns, 94 Sandwich 
Terns, 25 Common Terns, 21 Arctic Terns, 45 
Sand Martins, 600 Golden Plovers, two Ruff, 
four Whinchats, four Stonechats, 18 Little 
Egrets, 11 Grey Herons, two Snipe, three Tawny 
Owls, three Cetti s Warblers, eight Willow 
Warblers, 15 Whitethroats, eight Yellow 
Wagtails, two Spotted Flycatchers, three Pied 
Flycatchers, two Redstarts, 200 Swallows, two 
Grey Wagtails, six Great-crested Grebes and a 
Red-throated Diver, Great Skua, Balearic 
Shearwater, Purple Heron, Bittern, Peregrine, 
Med Gull, Barn Owl, Turtle Dove, Green 
Woodpecker, Cuckoo, Tree Pipit and Wheatear, 

NOA REDWELL MARSH: Highlights were 21 
Black-tailed Godwits, four Green Sandpipers, 
three Wood Sandpipers, a Water Rail, Turtle 
Dove and Kingfisher. 

CLEY AREA: Highlights included two Arctic 
Terns, 28 Wood Sandpipers, five Spoonbills, 
three Caspian Gulls, two continental-race 
Black-tailed Godwits, two Whinchats, five 
Curlew Sandpipers, two Pied Flycatchers, two 
Balearic Shearwaters and a Black Tern, 

Garganey, Little Gull, Great White Egret, Cattle 
Egret, Quail, Storm Petrel, Spotted Redshank, 
Little Stint and Pomarine Skua. 

Pete Allard[ Sophie Barker (www.noa.org.uk) and 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enguiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


SUFFOLK 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Purple Heron was at 
Homersfield (6th). Five Glossy Ibises flew over 
Lowestoft (12th). A Ferruginous Duck was at 
Minsmere (20th-22nd) and then at the Aide 
Estuary (31st). Wood Warblers were at Hollesley 
and Dunwich (6th) and Landguard (12th and 
22nd). A Serin flew over Landguard (13th), with a 
Balearic Shearwater there (23rd). A Wryneck 
was at Gunton and by the Aide Estuary (29th). 
There was a good influx of Pied Flycatchers. 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enguiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


MIDLANDS 


Highlights 


In association with 




Rare BirdwSert 


An adult Night 
Heron was at 
Pittville Park, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, early in August. 
A Black Kite was seen over 
Woodborough, Nottinghamshire, 
on 3rd. 


DERBYSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Chough in the Goyt Valley 
(from 3rd) was a county first and may have been 
one of the two birds recently on the 
Herefordshire/Worcestershire border. A 
Black-necked Grebe was at Pleasley Colliery 
(4th), with two (8th), and another at Long Eaton 
GP (26th-31st). An Arctic Skua flew through 
Ogston Reservoir (9th). 

Ospreys included two at Ogston Reservoir, 
Carr Vale and Carsington Water, with singles at 
Chatsworth Park (4th), Shipley (8th), Middleton 
Moor (three dates), Holmebrook Valley CP 
(15th), between Bakewell and Hassop (two on 
16th), Lathkill Dale (17th), Pleasley Colliery/ 
Pleasley Vale (17th), Wingerworth (23rd) and 
Linacre Reservoir (26th). 

CARR VALE: There were three Little Egrets, a 
Peregrine, three Hobbies, a Water Rail, three 
Green Sandpipers, a Common Tern, Garganey, 
Marsh Harrier, Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwit, three 
Wood Sandpipers, a Ringed Plover, Snipe, two 
Greenshanks, a Redshank, four Mediterranean 
Gulls, a Caspian Gull, three Tree Pipits, two 
Grasshopper Warblers, a Spotted Flycatcher, 
Redstart and six Ravens. 

CARSINGTON WATER: Highlights were 20 
Little Grebes, 47 Great Crested Grebes, four 
Little Egrets, three Red-crested Pochards, four 
Common Scoters, 10 Buzzards, two Hobbies, a 
Peregrine, three Red Kites, an Oystercatcher, 
two Little Ringed Plovers, a Ringed Plover, two 
Dunlin, three Redshanks, 10 Common 
Sandpipers, a Sanderling, two Snipe, a 
Black-tailed Godwit, Greenshank, seven 
Turnstones, two Yellow-legged Gulls, a Sandwich 
Tern, two Common Terns, two Arctic Terns, two 
Black Terns, three Tree Pipits, seven Yellow 
Wagtails, a Whinchat, two Wheatears, three 
Spotted Flycatchers, seven Ravens, 35 Tree 
Sparrows and the first Corn Bunting since 1995. 

DRAKELOW: There were 180 Cormorants, five 
Great White Egrets, 41 Little Egrets, two 
Hobbies, a Peregrine, Water Rail, two Green 
Sandpipers, seven Goosanders, a Barn Owl, 66 
Swifts and 52 House Martins. 

EREWASH MEADOWS: There was a Little 
Egret, nine Snipe, a Common Sandpiper, 
Common Tern, Barn Owl and Redstart. 

LONG EATON GP: There were five Little 
Egrets, a Red-crested Pochard, Hobby, four 
Common Sandpipers, five Common Terns, seven 
Cetti s Warblers, a Marsh Harrier, five Curlews, 
Green Sandpiper, three Black Terns, five 
Sandwich Terns, a Yellow Wagtail, Whinchat and 
two Redstarts. 

OGSTON RESERVOIR: Highlights were two 
Little Egrets, 45 Mandarins, three Hobbies, two 
Peregrines, an Oystercatcher, Dunlin, four 
Common Sandpipers, a Common Tern, 45 



Goosanders, three Red Kites, a Marsh Harrier, 
Goshawk, Merlin, two Snipe, six Whimbrels, two 
Black-tailed Godwits, two Yellow-legged Gulls, 
two Black Terns, a Barn Owl, 735 Swifts, a 
Wheatear, Tree Pipit, four Yellow Wagtails, a 
Grasshopper Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher and 
two Ravens. 

WILLINGTON GP: There were 31 Little Egrets, 
a Common Sandpiper, Common Tern, 16 
Ravens, a Great White Egret and 20 Snipe. 

OTHER SITES: Two Great White Egrets were at 
Weston-on-Trent, with one at Melbourne Pool. 

A Red Kite was between Alderwasley and Belper. 
A Yellow-legged Gull and two Caspian Gulls 
were at Pools Brook CP, with a Caspian Gull at 
Staunton Harold Reservoir. A Turnstone flew 
over Hadfield. 

Rod Key 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


COTS WOLDS: Ospreys flew over Nailsworth 
(20th), and Barnsley and Cleeve Hill (27th). The 
Cotswold Water Park had a Great White Egret 
over pit 126 (7th). The eastern section had six 
Grey Partridges, a Ringed Plover, Common 
Sandpiper and three Green Sandpipers. A Quail 
was still at Leighterton (3rd). Cleeve Hill had a 
Woodcock and three Whinchats. A Grasshopper 
Warbler was at Withington (31st). A 
Mediterranean Gull flew over Cam (13th). Thirty 
Ravens were near Newark Park. 

FOREST OF DEAN: A Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker and Hawfinch were at Nagshead. 
Crabtree Hill logged two Whinchats and three 
Hawfinches (27th). Ravens included 32 at Blaize 
Bailey. 

LOWER SEVERN VALE: SW gales brought six 
Gannets and three Storm Petrels into the estuary 
(10th). A Guillemot and Shag were at Sharpness 
(19th). The Frampton Pools and Saul Warth area 
had an Osprey (27th), two Black Terns, three 
Arctic Terns, a Little Gull, Mediterranean Gull, 

50 Avocets, two Bar-tailed Godwits, four 
Turnstones, 17 Green Sandpipers, a 
Yellow-legged Gull and two Whinchats. Two 
Ospreys were at Aylburton Warth (4th). 

Berkeley Shore logged a Whimbrel, two 
Black-tailed Godwits, four Turnstones, 15 
Common Sandpipers, a Yellow-legged Gull and 
Whinchat. Guscar Rocks had 650 Curlews, a 
Whimbrel, Black-tailed Godwit, Turnstone and 


Common Sandpiper. A Grasshopper Warbler 
was at Awre, where a Green Sandpiper was 
unusual (20th). A Marsh Harrier and Whinchat 
were at Arlingham (25th), with three Whinchats 
atWalmore Common. 

UPPER SEVERN VALE: The Night Heron 
reappeared back at Pittville Park, Cheltenham 
(2nd-4th). Also in Cheltenham, a Wryneck was in 
a garden near the racecourse (27th). A Great 
White Egret was at Horsbere Brook (17th-19th). 
Coombe Hill Meadows logged a Garganey, 
Marsh Harrier, Water Rail, Ruff, three 
Black-tailed Godwits, four Snipe, seven Green 
Sandpipers and three Whinchats. A Whinchat 
was at Netheridge Farm, Hempsted. 

WWT SLIMBRIDGE: There was a Spoonbill 
throughout, with two (2nd). Maxima included 19 
Little Egrets, a Great White Egret, two Water 
Rails, 14 Cranes, a Red Kite, two Marsh Harriers, 
two Peregrines, six Oystercatchers, 89 Avocets, 
eight Little Ringed Plovers, 271 Ringed Plovers, 
four Grey Plovers, 264 Lapwings, 230 Dunlin, 20 
Knot, 10 Sanderling, a Little Stint, three Curlew 
Sandpipers, six Turnstones, 23 Green 
Sandpipers, four Common Sandpipers, three 
Wood Sandpipers, 78 Redshanks, seven 
Greenshanks, 490 Black-tailed Godwits, a 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, 372 Curlews, 15 
Snipe and 15 Ruff. 

There were four Common Terns, an Arctic 
Tern, 450 Sand Martins, 200 Swallows, 75 Yellow 
Wagtails, six Whinchats, a Redstart, five 
Wheatears, 20 Sedge Warblers, 50 Reed 
Warblers, 30 Chiffchaffs, six Willow Warblers, 40 
Blackcaps, four Garden Warblers, four Lesser 
Whitethroats and four Whitethroats. 

Andy Jayne (01452 506 502) and Martin McGill 


HEREFORDSHIRE 


BROCKHALLGP: There was a Redshank, 
Green Sandpiper, four Shovelers and three 
Common Sandpipers (2nd), a Wood Sandpiper, 
four Dunlin, four Green Sandpipers and a 
Common Sandpiper (9th), a Wood Sandpiper, 
three Black-tailed Godwits and a Greenshank 
(10th), two Ruff (12th), with one (15th), five 
Greenshanks, nine Teal, a Ruff and Wood 
Sandpiper (22nd), and a Little Stint (30th). 

WELLINGTON GP: There was a Dunlin (4th), 
Great White Egret (5th), a Sanderling and two 
Ringed Plovers (9th), a Ring-necked Duck (from 
14th), five Ringed Plovers (19th), a Cetti s 
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Warbler (20th), two Black Terns (26th) and three 
Greenshanks plus a Ringed Plover (29th). 

OTHER SITES: Four Common Sandpipers 
(15th) and an Osprey(28th) were at Walford 
(Ross). A Wryneck was at Kingstone (31st). 

John Tilby 


LEICESTERSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: In a very quiet month, Wood 
Sandpipers were at Aylestone Meadows 
(3rd-9th), Twycross (7th-8th) and Eyebrook 
Reservoir (26th). A Garganey was at Stanford 
Reservoir (5th), with others at Cossington 
Meadows LRWT (two, 8th), Eyebrook Reservoir 
(25th), Thornton Reservoir (28th-31st), and 
Brascote Pits (31st). A Pied Flycatcher and three 
Whinchats were at Stanford Reservoir (24th), 
with a Pied Flycatcher in a garden at Braunstone 
(24th), and another at Aylestone Meadows 
(25th). Six juvenile Caspian Gulls were around 
Shawell, with a juvenile Med Gull there (15th). A 
Black Tern was at Eyebrook Reservoir (31st). 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Cattle Egrets remained 
around Stanwick GP, with four juveniles and four 
adult birds counted. They also visited Ringstead 
GP, Ditchford GP and Irthlingborough Lakes. A 
Merlin flew through Stanwick GP (6th). Also 
there was a Wood Sandpiper and Turnstone. The 
Ruddy Shelduck remained at Hollowell 
Reservoir, also visiting Ravensthorpe Reservoir. 
Ospreys were at Hollowell (8th and 17th). 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Honey Buzzards remained 
regular at Welbeck Watchpoint. A probable 
Black Kite was also seen over Woodborough 
(3rd). 

LANGFORD LOWFIELDS: A Whimbrel was 
seen (3rd) and another (23rd). A Wood 
Sandpiper was present (3rd-5th). Up to three 
Greenshanks were seen and four Turnstones. 
Black-tailed Godwits peaked at 11. A Pintail was 
present early in the month. Great White Egrets 
were present (11th & 15th). A juvenile Black Tern 
was present (25th), and a Marsh Harrier (28th). 
Both Stonechat and Whinchat were recorded 
(31st). 

ATTENBOROUGH NR: Great White Egrets 
were noted on several occasions. Waders 
included a Wood Sandpiper (25th), as well as a 
Ruff, Whimbrel (9th) and Greenshank. A Marsh 
Harrier flew through (9th) and an Osprey (29th). 
A Garganey was present (21st). 

OTHER SIGHTINGS: Wood Sandpipers were 
at Holme Pierrepoint, Collingham and Idle 
Washlands. A Sanderling flew through at Budby 
Pumping Station, and Turnstones were at East 
Leake and Holme Pierrepoint. Great White 
Egrets were reported from Bingham, 
Hoveringham, Holme Pierrepont, Netherfield 
and Collingham, while a Bittern was noted at Idle 
Washlands. Two Common Scoters were at 
Hoveringham, and one at Holme Pierrepont. 
Garganey were seen at Erewash Meadows, Idle 
Washlands, Mission and Hoveringham. 
Black-necked Grebes were noted at 
Hoveringham, Holme Pierrepont and Idle 
Washlands. A Little Gull flew through Kilvington, 
while up to 35 Yellow-legged Gulls were at 
Spalford. Eight Black Terns were at 
Hoveringham, and one was at King’s Mill 
Reservoir. 

Ospreys were recorded from Welbeck, Budby 
Pumping Station, Hoveringham and Lound. 


Autumn passerines included a Whinchat at 
Kilvington, and Redstarts at Newark and 
Eakring. A Ring Ouzel was noted at West 
Stockwith, and Spotted Flycatchers were at 
Netherfield, St Anne’s, Gonalston, Lound and 
Wellow. Five Crossbills were also noted, flying 
over Cotgrave. 

Tom Shields 


RUTLAND 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rutland Water had a Bittern 
(10th, 18th & 25th) and a Sandwich Tern (5th). 

RUTLAND WATER: There was a Garganey 
(11th) and three Scaup (1st-5th). Maxima 
included 11 Wigeon, 783 Gadwall, a Pintail, two 
Red-crested Pochards, 2,191 Tufted Ducks, 39 
Little Egrets, six Great White Egrets, 436 Great 
Crested Grebes, 911 Coots, two Avocets, seven 
Little Ringed Plovers, 11 Ringed Plovers, four 
Curlews, two Black-tailed Godwits, five 
Turnstones, three Knot, nine Common 
Sandpipers, five Green Sandpipers, a Spotted 
Redshank, two Greenshanks and a Wood 
Sandpiper. 

A Marsh Harrier was regular, with two 
(9th-11th). Black Terns passed through (from 
10th), with 10 (28th). There were 74 Common 
Terns (13th), an Arctic Tern (15th), a 
Mediterranean Gull on three dates, Little Gull 
(28th) and three Yellow-legged Gulls (8th). A 
Cuckoo was at Egleton (6th-12th). A Wheatear 
was on Lax Hill (12th). 

OTHER SITES: Fort Henry Ponds had 44 
Gadwall (20th) and a Green Sandpiper (25th). 
Two Curlews flew over Pilton (26th). Luffenham 
Airfield had 13 Whimbrels (24th), two Redstarts 
(23rd), with three (24th), Whinchats (11th & 

24th) and three Wheatears (11th). Two 
Wheatears were at Cottesmore Airfield (25th) 
with one in Exton Park. There was a Redstart at 
Fort Henry (28th). A Whinchat was in Exton Park 
(25th) with two at Cottesmore Airfield (31st). 
Marsh Harriers were in Exton Park (16th & 31st). 
A Peregrine was at Fort Henry (31st). Little Owls 
were at Pilton and Wing. There were four Tree 
Sparrows near Pilton (18th). 

Terry Mitcham 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Wryneck was at Berry Hill 
Fields (22nd), and one was at Middleton Lakes 
RSPB (26th-28th), where there were also a 
couple of Garganey. Other Garganey were at 
Belvide Reservoir (up to three), Aqualate Park, 
Chasewater and Knypersley Reservoir. Great 
White Egret sightings came from Alvecote Pools, 
Tucklesholme Quarry SWT, Doxey Marshes, 
Branston GP, Middleton Lakes RSPB (up to five) 
and Blithfield Reservoir. A Quail sang at Berry 
Hill Fields (4th). A juvenile Caspian Gull was at 
Westport Lake (11th). Two Turnstones were at 
Branston GP (18th). An Osprey was at Blithfield 
Reservoir (20th), with two there (23rd), one at 
Middleton Lakes RSPB (23rd), and one at 
Belvide Reservoir (24th). Fifteen Black Terns and 
five Sandwich Terns were at Blithfield Reservoir 
(24th), with a Little Gull and a juvenile Arctic 
Tern there (25th). 


WARWICKSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Draycote Water had Common 
Scoter, Ruddy Shelduck, Egyptian Goose, 
Turnstone, Sanderling, Dunlin, Ringed and Little 
Ringed Plovers, Shag, Green Sandpiper, 
Whimbrel, Knot, Great White Egret, Spotted 
Flycatcher, Osprey, Black Tern, and 
Yellow-legged, Caspian and Mediterranean 
Gulls. Black-tailed Godwit, Redstart, Willow and 


Marsh Tits, and Common and Green Sandpipers 
were at Ladywalk. Morton Bagot had Whinchat, 
Tree Pipit, Grasshopper Warbler, Dunlin and 
Common Sandpiper. 

Salford Priors had Marsh Harrier, 
Greenshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Redstart, 
Whinchat, Green and Common Sandpipers and 
Yellow-legged Gull. There were Common and 
Green Sandpipers at Brandon Marsh, a Spotted 
Flycatcher at Napton, Common Sandpiper and 
Black-necked Grebe at Shustoke Reservoir, and 
Common Sandpiper and Marsh Tit at Earlswood 
Lakes. 

Clare Topping 


WEST MIDLANDS 


BARR BEACON: A Hobby, Peregrine and three 
Ravens were logged. A Greenshank flew over. 
Tree Pipits, Yellow Wagtails and a Wheatear 
were seen. 

LUTLEY: Ten Tree Pipits were logged. Two 
Crossbills flew over. A Hobby, Yellow Wagtails 
and a Whinchat were present. 

MARSH LANE: A Spoonbill was present at the 
beginning of the month. Waders included a 
Spotted Redshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Ruff, 
Curlew and Green Sandpipers. A Spotted 
Flycatcher, Wheatear, Cetti’s Warbler and Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker were seen. 

SANDWELL VALLEY: There wasa Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker, Mandarin, two 
Mediterranean Gulls and a Whimbrel. 
Whinchats, Spotted Flycatchers, Tree Pipits and 
Redstarts passed through. Both Barn and Tawny 
Owls were seen. Hobbies were seen on several 
dates. 

OTHER SITES: A Kittiwake was at Olton 
Reservoir. Two Hobbies were in Sutton Park. 
Three Peregrines were seen in Walsall town 
centre. 

Pete Hackett (0121358 2454) 


WORCESTERSHIRE 


AVON VALLEY: A Greenshank was at Lower 
Moor. 

CENTRAL: A Great White Egret was at 
Westwood Pool. In Worcester, a White Stork was 
at Warndon Villages and a Marsh Harrier flew 
over The Birders Store. 

GRIMLEY/HOLT: Highlights included Grey 
Phalarope (5th), Wood Sandpiper, Ruff, Marsh 
Harrier, Garganey and three Whinchats. 

LOWER SEVERN VALLEY: A Great White 
Egret was at Clifton. Three Black-tailed Godwits 
and a Whinchat were at Ripple. Two 
Greenshanks were at Ryall Court. 

MALVERN HILLS & COMMONS: The two 

Choughs remained on British Camp (to 2nd). 

NORTH: Marsh Harrier, Black Tern, Arctic 
Tern, Wood Sandpiper, Avocet and 14 
Greenshanks were at Bittell Reservoirs. A White 
Stork flew over Hagley. A Whinchat was at 
Rushock. A Mediterranean Gull was at 
Timberhonger. 

UPTON WARREN: Highlights included a 
Marsh Harrier, Curlew Sandpiper, three Wood 
Sandpipers, five Turnstones, eight Ruff, three 
Black-tailed Godwits, an Arctic Tern and two 
Mediterranean Gulls. 

Brian Stretch (www.worcesterbirding.co.uk) 


WALES 


Highlights 


In association with 
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Rare BircWlert 


Rare birds in 
Wales included 
a Western Bonelli s Warbler at 
Uwchmynydd, Gwynedd on 31st, 
and an Aquatic Warbler trapped 
at Llangorse Lake, Powys on 30th. 
It was confirmed that Savi’s 
Warblers bred on Anglesey at 
Cors Dydga RSPB. 


ANGLESEY 


HOLYHEAD AREA: The Inland Sea held a 
Little Gull (1st), 28 Mediterranean Gulls, two 
Black-tailed Godwits, two Whimbrels, Wigeon, 
Pintails and Teal. The Alaw Estuary had 15 
Greenshanks, 13 Knot, three Bar-tailed Godwits, 
seven Sanderling, two Whimbrels, three Curlew 
Sandpipers, two Green Sandpipers, a 
Black-tailed Godwit and 18 Mediterranean Gulls. 
South Stack logged three Jays (24th), a 
Whinchat and three Golden Plovers (26th). 

OTHER SITES: Cemlyn had four Pomarine 
Skuas, three Great Skuas, 15 Arctic Skuas, 1,600 
Kittiwakes, 51 Sandwich Terns, three Black 
Guillemots, a Black Tern, Little Ringed Plover, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Greenshank, 
Knot, Bar-tailed Godwit, Common Sandpiper, 
Purple Sandpiper, Ruff, four Spotted Flycatchers, 
three Wheatears, three Lesser Whitethroats, a 
Garden Warbler and Whinchat. 

At Point Lynas, five Storm Petrels were ringed 
(3rd). Also there were three Great Skuas, three 
Arctic Skuas and a Black Tern. Cors Ddyga had 
five Great White Egrets, two Spoonbills, three 
Marsh Harriers, four Green Sandpipers, 18 Snipe, 
a Hobby, Kingfisher and Water Rail. An Avocet 
flew over Brynteg (4th). A Great White Egret flew 
over Cemaes (4th). A Mandarin was in Llangefni 
(20th). Two Roseate Terns were at Lligwy (22nd). 
A Hoopoe was at Pentre Berw (26th). 

Ken Croft 


BRECONSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Two different Wood Sandpipers 
were at Llangorse Lake (5th-8th). On the 11th an 
Osprey rested at Talybont Reservoir, with 
another at Dolymynach Reservoir (15th). Two 
Nightjars churred at Pantmawr forestry (11th). 
After few records of Hobby all summer, they 
became visible from the 1st and by the last week 
three family parties were found in well-watched 
areas. Five Little Egrets and a Greenshank were 
at Llangorse (12th) and another Greenshank was 
there (15th). Unusually, bright sunshine brought 
36 Black Terns into Llangorse (24th) and 23 the 
next day. Sixteen Red Grouse in five coveys were 
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seen in the eastern Brecon Beacons (29th). An 
Aquatic Warbler found its way into a mistnet at 
Llangasty (30th), and the first Great White Egret 
returned (31st). That date also brought a Honey 
Buzzard moving south over Llangynidr, where 
that evening a Barn Owl hunted. 

LLANGORSE LAKE: A single Wigeon returned 
(5th-10th) while the shoreline attracted 11 
Lapwings and a Redshank (8th). A Goshawk 
hunted the meadows, and two Hobbies feasted 
on abundant Migrant Hawker dragonflies all 
month. Migrants moved through (9th-10th), with 
four Common Terns, two Black-tailed Godwits 
and three Ringed Plovers. On the 13th the first 
Yellow Wagtail was seen, and two Little Ringed 
Plovers dropped in. Forty-two Barnacle Geese 
(14th) were preparing to leave on completion of 
breeding, yet a pair of Gadwall arrived, while 170 
adult Mute Swans with eight cygnets in three 
broods was a typical August count. 

TALYBONT RESERVOIR: Eighty-eight 
Canada Geese, 30 Tufted Ducks, 12 Teal, 10 
Cormorant, four Common and one Green 
Sandpiper were logged (4th), and 45 Mistle 
Thrushes fed on the open hill nearby (5th). Sixty 
House Martins took insects over the water and a 
juvenile Goshawk failed in attempts to take a 
Carrion Crow and then Tufted Ducks off the 
water (23rd). Tor y Foel nearby held five 
Redstarts, three Spotted Flycatchers, three Tree 
Pipits, two Stonechats and a Treecreeper (24th). 

OTHER SITES: Other reservoirs also held birds, 
with Usk Reservoir contributing 12 Cormorants, 
four Common Sandpiper and a juvenile Cuckoo 
(10th), and Crai Reservoir a Yellow Wagtail and a 
Crossbill. Allt yr Esgair provided a migrant 
Whinchat (26th). Mid-month, healthy counts of 
House Sparrows indicated an improved breeding 
season, with 220 in two flocks near Brecon and 
50 at Pennorth. Flying ants attracted 150 House 
Martins high onto Fan Brycheiniog (26th) and 
1,000-plus in the upper Grwyne Fawr valley in 
the Black Mountains (27th). 

Andrew King, Gareth Rees, www.brecknockbirds. 
co.uk 


CEREDIGION 


HIGHLIGHTS: There were 17,500 Manx 
Shearwaters at Borth (2nd). Balearic 
Shearwaters were at Aberystwyth (9th and 
10th), with two at Mwnt (10th) where there were 
three Storm Petrels and a Yellow-legged Gull 
(11th). An early Black Redstart was at 
Cwmystwyth (19th). Mediterranean Gulls 
peaked at 620 at Llanon (25th), with 216 at 
Aberystwyth (2nd). 

CORS CARON: There was a Marsh Harrier, 
Green Sandpiper (2nd), Yellow Wagtail (8th), 
Hobby (11th), Swift (25th) and 14 Willow Tits 
(29th). 

DYFI ESTUARY: Ynyslas logged 375 Sandwich 
Terns, 21 Whimbrels, nine Common Sandpipers, 
four Yellow Wagtails (2nd), 580 Dunlin, 340 
Ringed Plovers and 70 Knot. Ynys-hir hosted 620 
Dunlin, 420 Ringed Plovers, 11 Common 
Sandpipers, a Green Sandpiper (23rd) and 29 
Black-tailed Godwits (26th). 

OTHER SITES: A Hobby was at Cross Inn (8th). 
Two Arctic Skuas were at Aberaeron (10th) and 
two at Mwnt (11th). Five Crossbills were at Hafod 
Church, Cwmystwyth (13th). Llanrhystud had 110 
Ringed Plovers (19th) and two White Wagtails 
(28th). 

John A Davis(johndavis@midwalesbirdwatching.co.uk) 


CLWYD 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Little Tern colony at 
Gronant logged 550 birds, mostly juveniles. 
Connah s Quay had a record count of 11 Great 
White Egrets (25th) and a Ruddy Shelduck 
(24th). 

COASTAL SITES: Point of Ayr logged 30 
Sandwich Terns, 50 Common Terns, 70 
Sanderling, 12 Ringed Plovers, six Dunlin, a 
Whimbrel, Greenshank, 150 Little Terns, 22 
Knot, 1,000 Curlews, 1,000 Oystercatchers, a 
Yellow Wagtail, Wheatear, Arctic Skua, Green 
Sandpiper and a flyover Osprey. Shotwick Lake 
had 10 Yellow Wagtails (4th). There was a 
Yellow-legged Gull at Bagillt (10th). 

INLAND SITES: The River Alyn had a 
Kingfisher (25th). Marford Hill logged 100 
Greylags. A Great Crested Grebe with a juvenile 
were present all month at Gresford Flash, where 
Willow Warblers moved through (29th). Garden 
birds included Green and Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers, and 59 Jackdaws in Burton. Tits 
started flocking. House Martins fed second 
broods on several housing estates, but Swifts and 
Swallows were noticeable by their absence. 
Norman Hallas, Rev. Hugh Linn and Richard 
Smith 


EAST GLAMORGAN 


BRIDGEND: An Osprey flew over (24th). Storm 
Petrels were off Sker and Porthcawl, with two 
Arctic Skuas and a Great Skua also at 
Porthcawl. A Little Ringed Plover, Greenshank 
and five Green Sandpipers were at Kenfig. A 
Nightjar flew over the M4, near Sarn (1st). A 
Pied Flycatcher was at Cwm Ffos, Parc Slip 
(3rd). 

CARDIFF: A Little Egret was on the River Taff at 
Blackweir. A Manx Shearwater (5th) and Gannet 
(11th) were in Cardiff Bay. Also there were several 
Yellow-legged Gulls, and a Pied Flycatcher at the 
Wetlands Reserve (13th). 

RHONDDA CYNON TAFF: An Ortolan 
Bunting was at Caerlan Farm, near Penhiwfer 
(26th). Two Wood Sandpipers and three Green 
Sandpipers were at Llanilid (1st). Rhaslas Pond 
had a Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Redshank, Green 
Sandpiper and Stock Dove. 

VALE OF GLAMORGAN: A Wryneck was at 
Ogmore Estuary (from 25th). A Storm Petrel and 
Arctic Skua passed Lavernock, with three Arctic 
Skuas and 1,000 Manx Shearwaters off St 
Donats (10th). A Hen Harrier drifted over Barry 
(23rd). A Goshawk flew over Llantwit Major 
(10th). There was a movement of 62 Tree Pipits 
at Lavernock (25th). Twenty Yellow Wagtails 
were at Durval Farm, St Brides Major. Pied 
Flycatchers were at Pant Norton (21st) and 
Summerhouse Point (two on 26th). Several 
Choughs were on the Heritage Coast. 

Paul Roberts 


GOWERAND 
WEST GLAMORGAN 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Tawny Pipit flew over Rhossili. 
An Osprey and Hen Harrier were at Wernfrwdd. 
Braclet Bay had Mediterranean Gulls, Gannets 
and a family party of Ravens. Turnstones were by 
Mumbles Pier, where the Kittiwake colony was 
doing well. The Upper Gnoll Pond held a 
Mandarin, 60 Black-headed Gulls and nine Mute 
Swan cygnets. The Oxwich ringing group 
recorded a Pied Flycatcher, a new species for the 
site (24th). There were 30 House Sparrows in a 
Briton Ferry garden, with at least 20 juveniles, 


indicating a good breeding season. Red Kites 
flew over Briton Ferry, Neath and Longford 
Terry Tovey 


GWENT 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Little Gull was at Llandegfedd 
Reservoir (1st). Two Wood Sandpipers were at 
Newport Wetlands (1st-5th), with a Spoonbill 
there (3rd-16th), a Glossy Ibis (8th-31st) and two 
Great White Egrets (12th). A Wryneck was at 
Peterstone (29th). 

NEWPORT WETLANDS: There was a Merlin 
(3rd and 24th), two Mediterranean Gulls (3rd), 
with another (5th), a Short-eared Owl (11th), 
Fulmar (11th), Hen Harrier (26th), Marsh Harrier 
(31st) and three Curlew Sandpipers (28th). 


Sightings included three Water Rails, a Hobby, 
Green Sandpiper, Curlew and Raven. 

No3 bed ringing team had Green Sandpiper, 
Swallow, Pied Wagtail, Willow Tit, Nuthatch, Reed 
Warbler, Treecreeper, Cetti s Warbler, Moorhen, 
Teal, Sand Martin, Blackcap, Water Rail, Grey 
Wagtail and Lesser Whitethroat. Records 
included a Garganey, three Black-necked Grebes, 
four Kingfishers, 50 Swifts, three Sanderling, a 
Kittiwake, Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, 
Redshank, Hobby, Goosander, Peregrine, Great 
Black-backed Gull, Lesser Whitethroat, two 
Dunlin, two Curlews, 250 Black-tailed Godwits, 
340 Lapwings, 300 Swallows, 70 Shovelers, five 
Ravens, four Snipe, two Wigeon, a Tree Pipit, Ruff 
and Oystercatcher. 

Richard Smith and Dave Steel 


OTHER SITES: Two Gannets were atSudbrook 
(10th). A Common Scoter was at Llandegfedd 
Reservoir (23rd). A Barn Owl was at Marshfield 
(24th). 

Chris Hatch 


NORTH WEST 


In association with 


ifdylert 


Highlights 

IA/I RareBircf 

Wlrat was 
presumably the Gull-billed Tern 
which had been touring the 
country, turned up at SandbacFi 
FlasFies, Cheshire, on 6th and 7th 
A moulting adult Long-billed 
DowitcFier was at Martin Mere 
WWT, Lancashire, on 20th 
to 25th. 


CHESHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Gull-billed Tern was at 
Sandbach Flashes (6th-7th), with a Caspian Gull 
(7th) and two Cattle Egrets (22nd). A Ruddy 
Shelduck was at Frodsham Marsh (3rd-11th), with 
it, or another, on Hale Marsh (18th-27th). 
Another record came from Burton Mere 
Wetlands (31st). A Long-tailed Skua was at 
Hilbre Island (19th). 

WOOLSTON EYES: Ringing on Nol bed gave 
Kingfisher, Goldcrest, Garden Warbler, Cetti s 
Warbler, Goldfinch, Reed Warbler, Chaffinch, 
Lesser Whitethroat, Linnet, Sedge Warbler, 
Treecreeper, Swallow, Sparrowhawk, Coal Tit, 
Willow Tit, Grey Wagtail and Garden Warbler. 


CUMBRIA 


HIG H LIGHTS: A Cattle Egret was seen at 
Sandside (14th), with one at Haweswater (26th). 
Two Leach’s Petrels passed South Walney NR 
(31st), when two Black Guillemots were offshore. 
The same site had a Wood Sandpiper (2nd), 

Black Guillemot (6th, 11th & 23rd), Osprey (11th 
& 13th), Hooded Crow and Pied Flycatcher 
(25th), and nine Little Gulls (27th). A Wood 
Sandpiper was at Walney Island (8th), with one at 
Wedholme Flow (13th) and one at Sandside 
(14th). A Gannet was at Ormsgill Reservoir 
(11th). A Great White Egret was at Arnside (13th). 
Drumburgh Marsh had a Curlew Sandpiper 
(13th). A juvenile Kittiwake was at Fingland 
(24th). Two Spotted Redshanks were at Port 
Carlisle (29th). 


GREATER MANCHESTER 


HIGHLIGHTS: Great White Egrets flew over 
Elton Reservoir (25th) and Little Woolden Moss 
(29th). Marsh Harriers were near Pennington 
Flash (4th) and over Elton Reservoir (24th). 

ELTON RESERVOIR: A Kittiwake lingered 
(21st-24th). An Arctic Tern flew through (6th). 
Two Redstarts were present intermittently. 
There was a Mediterranean Gull (7th), two 
Greenshanks (10th), 17 Common Sandpipers 
(12th), a Sandwich Tern (18th), Hobbies (3rd & 
20th-22nd), with three (29th), a Green 
Sandpiper (20th-22nd), Pintail (28th) and 92 
Goosanders (31st). Tree Pipits flew over on 
several dates. 

MERSEY VALLEY: A Redstart was at Rye Bank 
Fields (25th). A Wheatear was in Southern Cemetery 
(21st). A Mandarin was at Shell Pool (27th). 


Eastern Black-eared or Pied Wheatear, 
Pilling, Lancashire, 

1 September 
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PENNINGTON FLASH: A Kittiwake arrived 
but died (19th). There was a Black Tern (31st), 
Common Scoter (5th), three Arctic Terns, 
a Yellow-legged Gull and Mediterranean 
Gull (10th), six Whimbrels (31st) and a 
Wheatear (31st). 

OTHER SITES: Quails were at Cutacre CP (2nd) 
and Chat Moss (1st-21st). A Wood Sandpiper was 
on Little Woolden Moss (3rd-5th), with a Knot 
and Turnstone (13th-14th). A Pied Flycatcher was 
at Horwich (1st), with two (27th) and a Black 
Redstart (3rd). Four Black-necked Grebes were 
on Heaton Park Reservoir (2nd). A Little Gull 
was at High Rid Reservoir (18th-30th). 
Audenshaw Reservoir held a Common Scoter 
(1st), Wood Sandpiper (7th) and Turnstone 
(24th-27th). 

Dr Paul Brewster (01606 590 491) 


LANCASHIRE AND 
NORTH MERSEYSIDE 


DARWEN: Migration minima included 1,370 
Swifts, 1,040 Swallows, 440 Lapwings, 300 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 150 Meadow Pipits, 
120 House Martins, 90 Long-tailed Tits, 45 
Goldfinches, Linnets, Sand Martins and Skylarks, 
25 Siskins, Curlews, Wheatears and Crossbills, 21 
Oystercatchers, 15 Snipe, Tree Pipits, Grey 
Wagtails, Pied Wagtails and Ravens, ten Golden 
Plovers and Great Black-backed Gulls, and five 
Ringed Plovers, Ring Ouzels, Spotted 
Flycatchers, Mediterranean Gulls, Whimbrels, 
Dunlin, Redshanks, Little Ringed Plovers, 
Common Terns, Ospreys and Whinchats. There 
were Hobbies (3rd, 20th and 29th), a Little Egret 
(6th), Redstart (13th) and Cuckoo (18th). 
Buzzard, Raven, Kingfisher and Little Grebe 
were regular. 

Mavis Smith 


NORTH LANCASHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Two Spoonbills were on the Eric 
Morecambe complex (3rd-19th). 

HEYSHAM OBSERVATORY: Mediterranean 
Gulls peaked at a record 76. Two Little Gulls were 
noted. There were a few Sandwich Terns, four 
Common Terns (10th), Arctic Terns (5th and 
10th), a Black Tern (10th), Great Skua (17th), 
Arctic Skua (22nd) and six Common Scoters 
(17th). A Curlew Sandpiper and Sanderling were 
seen (27th). There was a fly-over Yellow Wagtail 
(3rd), five Tree Sparrows (4th), two Whinchats 
and a Redstart (26th), a Grasshopper Warbler 
(12th) and a Grey Partridge on Middleton NR 
(13th). 

LEIGHTON MOSS: Waders included a Curlew 
Sandpiper (5th-18th) with three juveniles 
(28th-31st), a Little Stint (31st), Wood Sandpiper 
(27th), 20 Greenshanks, two Ruff, three Green 
Sandpipers, a Spotted Redshank and Avocet. 
Little Egrets peaked at 63, with a Great White 
Egret also present on most days. Two 
Garganeys were noted. Ospreys were seen 
regularly. 

LUNE ESTUARY: Seven Green Sandpipers 
were in the Aldcliffe area. Conder Pool held 11 
Greenshanks, five Avocets, a Ruff, and a Hobby 
(18th). A Marsh Harrier quartered Colloway 
Marsh (14th). Sunderland Point logged a 
Redstart (26th), Cuckoo (5th) and Yellow 
Wagtail (12th). A Red Kite flew over Caton Moor 
(9th). 

OTHER SITES: A Little Gull was at 
Morecambe (11th). 

Pete Marsh 





WEST YORKSHIRE 


Highlights 


In association with 


Rjre 


A male Little 
Bustard was well 
twitcFied at 

Mickletown Ings, Metley, West 
YorksFiire, from 6th to 11th. A Pacific 
Swift spent a while at Fdornsea Mere, 
East Yorkshire, on 10th and later that 
day was reported to be over 
Easington in the same county. 


LOWER AlRE VALLEY: There were four 
additions to the year list: a Little Stint (11th), with 
three more (31st), a Spotted Redshank 
(12th-20th), two Ravens (22nd) and a Curlew 
Sandpiper (29th). The Red-crested Pochard 
finally departed (15th). A Common Scoter was 
on Main Lake (9th). Five Spoonbills were present. 
There were two Bar-tailed Godwits, eight 
Black-tailed Godwits, four Ruff, a Wood 
Sandpiper (11th-12th), Knot (12th), Turnstone 
(21st), Greenshanks, Green Sandpipers and 
Common Sandpipers. A Black Tern flew over 
Main Lake (15th). Wheatears returned (from 
13th) and Whinchats (from 18th). Four Crossbills 
flew over (3rd). 

Paul Morris 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Long-billed Dowitcher 
remained at Frampton Marsh, joined by a 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (from 15th) and a 
Temminck s Stint (26th-27th). Freiston Shore 
held two White-rumped Sandpipers (to 10th). 
Common Rosefinches were at Gibraltar Point 
(2nd) and Theddlethorpe (25th). Also at 
Gibraltar Point were a Kentish Plover (5th) and 
Goshawk (12th). Far Ings held a Spotted Crake 
(18th). A Honey Buzzard was at Chambers Farm 
Woods (19th). A Dotterel was at Killingholme 
(22nd- 28th). An Ortolan Bunting was near 
Grimsby (29th). 

FRAMPTON MARSH: Highlights included 21 
Spoonbills, seven Garganeys, a Hen Harrier, two 
Short-eared Owls, a Black-necked Grebe, 14 
Spotted Redshanks, 24 Curlew Sandpipers, 23 
Wood Sandpipers, two Little Stints, a Black Tern, 
Whinchat, Turtle Doves, and a Nightjar (15th). 

GIBRALTAR POINT: Maxima included 16 
Spoonbills, three Wood Sandpipers, 12 Spotted 
Redshanks, two Yellow-legged Gulls, a Great 
White Egret, Curlew Sandpiper, two Black Terns, 
a Pied Flycatcher, Roseate Tern, Scaup, 
Mandarin, Turtle Dove, an unseasonal Redwing, 
Wood Warbler, Osprey, Black Redstart, 
Garganey, 17 Pied Flycatchers and four 
Redstarts. 

OTHER SITES: A Black Tern and Little Gull 
were at Chapel St Leonards (1st), with three 
more Black Terns there (3rd). A Roseate Tern 
was at Anderby Creek (4th), with two at 
Mablethorpe (14th). Wood Sandpipers were at 
Baston Pits, Trent Port, Manby Flashes, Saltfleet, 
Freiston Shore, Whisby, East Halton Skitter and 
Alkborough Flats. Trent Port had a 
Yellow-legged Gull, Great White Egret, a 
Caspian Gull (12th) and Pied Flycatcher (22nd). 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Pacific Swift was at Hornsea 
Mere (10th). 

BLACKTOFT SANDS: The Montagus Harrier 
remained in the area, while up to three Garganey 
and 16 Spoonbills were on the reserve. 

FLAMBOROUGH: The month began with a 
Caspian Gull and a Med Gull (3rd), two Caspian 
Gulls (4th) and a Yellow-legged Gull (6th). A 
Little Egret appeared (7th) and a Roseate Tern 
was offshore (9th). Two Yellow-legged Gulls 
were seen (15th), then a Kingfisher was an oddity 
for the site (20th). A Black-necked Grebe and a 
Garganey were good sightings (22nd). A 
Rose-coloured Starling, an Icterine Warbler and 
a Willow Tit were new arrivals (25th). Dotterel 
(26th) was ahead of Wryneck (27th) and three 
Med Gulls (30th). 

HORNSEA MERE: There was a Med Gull (3rd), 
three Garganey (6th) and up to 17 Little Egrets. 

A Great White Egret was present (22nd). Two 
Roseate Terns, a Garganey and three Black Terns 
were off the seafront (17th); 8,500 Little Gulls 
were reported in the final week. 

NORTH CAVE WETLANDS: There were three 
Quail and up to three Garganey. A Crane flew 
over (3rd), and Ospreys too (23rd & 29th). 

OTHER SITES: Two Garganey were at Tophill 
Low (30th). Three Spoonbills were at Sunk Island 
(11th) and one stopped off at Great Kelk (13th). 
Ten Med Gulls (12th), two Roseate Terns and a 
Black Tern (14th) and a Caspian Gull and a 
Yellow-legged Gull (17th) were off Grimston. 

Five Med Gulls were near Cowden (16th). A 
Great White Egret showed near Patrington 
(15th). A Raven at Bempton (12th) was unusual, 
as was a Dotterel (28th). An Ortolan Bunting was 
encountered at Buckton (23rd). 

Ian Marshall (01482 627446) 


NORTH EAST 


LINCOLNSHIRE 


Pied Flycatchers were also at Donna Nook, 
Rimac and Woodhall Spa Airfield (31st). Three 
Yellow-legged Gulls were at Marston SF (19th). 
Quails were at Westwoodside and Heighington. 
Water Rails bred for the first time at Whisby NR. 
Josh Hedley 


NORTHUMBERLAND 


BERWICK: Some 360 Greylags flew into New 
Water Heugh (4th). Two Knot were at Little 
Beach, Berwick (4th), with a Wheatear and 
Whinchat there (28th). A flock of 26 Teal flew 
past Berwick Pier (9th). A Bar-tailed Godwit was 
at Calot Shad (18th), with 32 Goosanders there 
(28th). Twelve Arctic Terns were at Cocklawburn 
(22nd), with five Golden Plovers there (27th). 
Three Swifts were at East Ord (24th). Four 
Wheatears were at Ord Moor (29th). Good 
numbers of Gannets passed south on several 
days. A Whimbrel was at Yarrow Slake (26th). 


EAST YORKSHIRE 


> 
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UK BIRD SIGHTINGS AUGUST 


SCOTLAND 


In association with 




Highlights 

A Cliff Swallow 

was seen over a R are Bird fieri 
pier at Milovaig, 

Skye, Highland on 27th. There were 
reports of a Little Shearwater past 
Crosewall Point, Dumfries and 
Galloway (l 8th) and of a Black- 
browed Albatross seen from the ferry 
between Rum and Skye on 23rd. 


ABERDEENSHIRE 


FORVIE NNR: ASpotted Redshankwas 
south-west of the visitors centre (2nd-3rd). A 
Black Tern was at the roost (7th-8th). An 
American Golden Plover was seen from Walkmill 
Hide (14th. On the 17th a Wood Sandpiper was 
near the Visitor Centre. Two Spotted Redshanks 
were on the Ythan (24th-31st at least). A Roseate 
Tern was at the mouth of the Ythan (29th). Two 
Curlew Sandpipers were on the Ythan (31st). 


CENTRAL REGION 


HIGHLIGHTS: Three Med Gulls were at 
Skinflats Pools (3rd) with a Spotted Redshank 
there (2nd-5th), Med Gull (13th) and a Turtle 
Dove nearby (4th). A Little Gull was at Blackness 
(13th). Three Great Skuas flew up the Forth at 
Kinneil (23rd). A Black Tern was at Carron Valley 
Reservoir (24th), when three Black-throated 
Divers were on Loch Tay at Killin. 

CLACKMANNANSHIRE: The Longcarse area 
held five Marsh Harriers, two Bearded Tits, five 
Little Ringed Plovers (1st-12th), 230 Swallows 
(15th) and 346 Lapwings (24th). Three Ruddy 
Shelducks were at Cambus (7th). 

KINNEIL: There were 925 Shelducks, 665 
Black-tailed Godwits and 123 Redshanks (8th), 
with 19 Great Crested Grebes, 47 Red-breasted 
Mergansers and a Water Rail (27th). 

POWFOULIS; There were two Green 
Sandpipers (1st), two Wood Sandpipers (2nd), a 
Marsh Harrier (6th), Grey Plover (12th) and two 
Whimbrels (23rd). 


LOCH OF STRATH BEG: Two Cranes were 
seen from the Visitor Centre (14th-15th). A Little 
Ringed Plover was on the Starnafin Pools (15th). 
Three recently fledged Marsh Harriers were 
noted (17th), and were seen daily. 

OTHER SITES: On the 3rd a Med Gull flew past 
Inverbervie. A Quail sang near Blairduff (6th). 
Two Pied Flycatchers were at Rattray (12th). On 
the 15th a Green Sandpiper was on Milltimber 
Ponds. On the 24th a juvenile Yellow Wagtail was 
at Girdleness, Aberdeen. A Hobby was chasing 
Meadow Pipits at Cairnbulg Harbour (30th), and 
was seen again on 31st at St Combs. 

Mike Chandler 


ARGYLL 


ISLAY: A Pied Flycatcher was on Jura (2nd). An 
Osprey flew over Loch Gorm (5th). Four 
Crossbills were at Finlaggan (6th). A White-tailed 
Eagle flew over Port Ellen (7th). Four Choughs, 
Golden Eagle and Corn Crake were at The Oa 
(8th). Two Arctic Skuas and Great Skua were off 
Frenchmans Rocks (15th). Loch Gruinart had 
Merlin (22nd), six Greenland Wheatears (31st), 
Green Sandpiper, Knot, Black-tailed Godwit, 

Ruff, Greenshank, Turnstone, Sanderling, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Dunlin and Ringed Plover. 

The Corn Crake survey recorded 53 calling 
males, down from 60 in 2018. 

TIREE: A Two-barred Crossbill at Balephuil 
(10th) will be the first for Argyll if confirmed. A 
Grey Phalarope was off Hynish (21st), with three 
White Wagtails (28th). A Crossbill was at Carnan 
Mor (24th), Cuckoo at Balemartine (9th) and a 
Coot at Loch Bhasapol (19th). There were 100 
Greenland Wheatears (from 28th), two 
Goldcrests at Balephuil (27th-31st) and a 
Chiffchaff at Balephuil (27th). Seawatching 
brought nine Storm Petrels, three Sooty 
Shearwaters, three Great Skuas and 12 Puffins. 
Waders included three Ruff, 97 Knot, 17 
Whimbrels, Greenshank, 22 Black-tailed Godwits, 
28 Bar-tailed Godwits, 616 Sanderling, 690 
Dunlin and 345 Ringed Plovers. Summering birds 
included six Whooper Swans, Great Northern 
Diver, Shelduck at Loch a Phuill (11th), four pairs 
of House Martins and Grasshopper Warbler 
(18th). There were three Hen Harriers. An 
all-island count (26th-28th) found 2,730 Greylags, 
310 Golden Plovers and 1,635 Lapwings. 

Phill Catton (www.islaybirds.blogspot.com) and Dr 
John Bowler (john.bowler@rspb.org.uk) 


SKI NFLATS POOLS: There were two Curlew 
Sandpipers, two Wood Sandpipers, a 
Greenshank, two Whimbrels and 300 Dunlin 
(2nd), two Marsh Harriers (2nd-6th), Cuckoo 
(4th), two Ruff, Spotted Redshank, Bar-tailed 
Godwit and four Whimbrels (5th) and five 
Whimbrels (23rd). 

STIRLING: Cambusmore GP held 17 Little 
Grebes, 11 Great Crested Grebes, a Pintail, 218 
Tufted Ducks and two Ringed Plovers (3rd). 
Neil Bielby 


DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Little Shearwater was off 
Corsewall Point. Wood and White-rumped 
Sandpipers were in Luce Bay. Scaup, 1,000 
Redshanks, nine Little Egrets and two Whimbrels 
were in Carsethorn Bay. There were 1,000 
Common Scoters along the south coasts and 
between Powillimount-Balcary Bay. There were 
140 Sandwich Terns along the south coasts. Four 
Greenshanks were at Garlieston. Ospreys and 
Peregrines were at Caerlaverock and Threave. 

OTHER SITES: Ruff, Green Sandpipers, 

Pintails, Teal, Lapwings, Black-tailed Godwits, 
Snipe, Curlews and a Spotted Flycatcher were at 
Caerlaverock. Sanderling and Guillemots were at 
Garlieston. Four Peregrines and a Stonechat 
were at Baleary Bay. Three Whinchats, a 
Whitethroat, Linnet, Chiffchaff and 200 House 
Sparrows were at Powillimount. 

Pam Woods (DumfriesandGallowaybirding@ 
yahoogroups.com) 

HIGHLIGHTS: Wilderness held Green 
Sandpipers, Wood Sandpipers, Common 
Sandpipers, four Curlew Sandpipers, 
Greenshanks, Knot, Ruff, Dunlin, 10 Black-tailed 
Godwits, three Bar-tailed Godwits, 20 Snipe, two 
Whimbrels, Shovelers and Whooper Swan. Fife 
Ness logged 10 Great Skuas (1st), Arctic Skuas, 
four Black Terns (1st), Sandwich Terns, two 
Roseate Terns (9th), Sooty Shearwaters, 23 
Manx Shearwaters (9th), Marsh Harrier, Knot 
and Bar-tailed Godwits. Ferry Hills recorded 
Great Skuas, Arctic Skuas, Red-throated Divers, a 
Great Northern Diver, Black-tailed Godwits, 225 
Tree Pipits (17th), a Merlin, Whimbrels, Redstarts, 
Spotted Flycatchers and Wheatears. 

OTHER SITES: Three Whooper Swans were at 


Loch Geliy. Pintails returned to Balgove Bay. A 
Garganey was at Cullaloe (31st). Three Scaup 
were at Angle Park (18th). Sixteen Goosanders 
were off Braefoot Point (8th). Quails were at 
Kingsbarns (15th and 23rd). A Fife record count 
of nine Little Egrets together were at the Eden 
Estuary (28th). Four Ospreys were there, with 
others at Loch Glow. A Red Kite flew over Red 
Myre. Marsh Harriers visited Wormiston, 
Kilconquhar (23rd) and Edenside. A Honey 
Buzzard was at Aberdour (1st). A Water Rail was 
at Lochore Meadows. Angle Park held a Little 
Ringed Plover. Knot were at Cambo, Balcomie 
Beach and St Andrews (160 on 27th). Dunlin were 
at the Eden Estuary, St Andrews and Valleyfield 
Lagoons (49 on 4th). A Curlew Sandpiper was at 
the Eden Estuary. Green Sandpipers were at eight 
sites, with Common Sandpipers at seven. 

The Eden Estuary, St Andrews and Valleyfield 
Lagoons held Greenshanks. Whimbrels flew over 
Seafield, Strathkiness, and St Andrews, with 
seven circling Balgove Bay (28th). Ruff were at 
Seafield, Crail, St Andrews and Balgove Bay. An 
Arctic Skua was off Out Head. Seven Little Gulls 
were at St Andrews (27th), with 38 at Fairmont St 
Andrews (29th). Med Gulls included 13 at 
Buckhaven (16th) and 21 at East Weymss (2nd). 
An Arctic Tern visited Letham Pools (18th) with 
others at Valleyfield Lagoons. Black Terns were 
at Cambo (six on 9th), Outhead (two on 31st) 
and Dalgety Bay. A Cuckoo was at Cellardyke. 
There was a Short-eared Owl at Out Head. A 
Yellow Wagtail was at Crail (7th) with a flock of 
White Wagtails. Two Redstarts were at Kirkcaldy 
(25th). Wheatears were at Dunshalt (three on 
31st), Balcomie Beach and Kingsbarns (eight on 
23rd). Whinchats were at Wormiston and 
Kingsbarns; Spotted Flycatcher at Dalgety Bay. 
David Heeley (dw.heeley@btinternet.com) 


LOTHIAN 


HIGHLIGHTS: A White-rumped Sandpiper was 
at Aberlady Bay (2nd) with another at Skateraw 
(4th). Female/immature Marsh Harriers were 
seen at Aberlady Bay (7th, 13th-14th & 26th) with 
a male also there (23rd). Black Terns were 
reported from Musselburgh Lagoons (7th & four, 
31st), Aberlady (26th) and Scoughall (31st). A 
Marsh Tit was reported at Pressmennan (18th) 
and a Pectoral Sandpiper showed well at 
Musselburgh (18th-27th). A Honey Buzzard flew 
south over Bonnyrigg (22nd). The long-staying 
drake Surf Scoter off Musselburgh was joined by 
a female (27th-31st). July’s five Spoonbills at 
Tyninghame were joined by a sixth (13th-31st). 

ABERLADY AREA: Three Roseate Terns were 
seen (3rd). Juvenile Little Ringed Plovers were 
present (3rd & 13th). A Little Gull, Bonxie and 
two Arctic Skuas were seen (23rd). Six 
Greenshanks and two Ruff were noted (25th) as 
well as five Wigeon, Whimbrel and Med Gull 
(26th). A Pomarine Skua (18th), 1,000 Sandwich 
Terns, 15 Arctic Terns and a Roseate Tern (all 
25th) were atCraigielaw. 

BARNS NESS: Juvenile Redstart and 
Greenshank were at Torness (4th) which also had 
juvenile Cuckoo (16th) and seven Yellow 
Wagtails (25th). Juvenile Little Ringed Plover 
was at Thorntonloch (16th), with one at White 
Sands Bay (20th) plus Curlew Sandpiper (31st). 

A Pied Flycatcher was at Barns Ness with 
another, plus Whinchat, at Triangle Wood (25th). 

MUSSELBURGH AREA: On the scrapes two 
Garganey (1st-15th), a Med Gull (5th), juvenile 
Spotted Redshank (9th-24th), Little Gull (16th), 
four Pintail (16th-18th), Little Egret (21st), Little 
Ringed Plover (22nd) and six Shovelers (26th) 


were seen. Peak counts included two 
Greenshank, 13 Whimbrel (7th), 10 Black-tailed 
Godwits and19 Snipe (26th), three Curlew 
Sandpipers (28th-31st) and five Ruff (29th). 
Elsewhere Slavonian (1st) and Red-necked (3rd) 
Grebes were offshore, single Whinchats were 
seen (11th & 26th), Goosander numbers reached 
211 (24th), a Little Gull (25th) and Bonxie (26th) 
flew past and a Green Sandpiper was at the 
Eskmouth (26th). 

TYNINGHAME AREA: A Roseate Tern, 
Whimbrel, Bonxie and Cuckoo were reported 
from JMCP (all 10th) which also featured a 
Curlew Sandpiper (29th). Belhaven Bay held a 
Wood Sandpiper (4th), Green Sandpiper, Ruff 
and Kingfisher (all 27th). Another Wood 
Sandpiper was at Seafield Pond (16th). Two 
Ospreys flew over Tyninghame Bay (12th) with 
another bird on the (15th). The bay also held four 
Roseate Terns and 13 Greenshanks (12th), two 
Little Ringed Plovers and three Yellow Wagtails 
(23rd) and a Pintail and Ruff (27th). Little Egret 
numbers peaked at five (23rd-27th). 

OTHERSITES: Quail sang at North Middleton 
(6th). A Roseate Tern (6th-7th) and Med Gull 
(7th-8th) were at Port Seton. Two female 
Mandarins were reported from Pressmennan 
(10th-17th). Five adult Med Gulls were at Seton 
Sands (23rd) with seven Red-necked Grebes in 
Gosford Bay (27th). Seven Greenshanks were at 
Cramond (23rd). 

Jim Nicholson 


OUTER HEBRIDES 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Wilsons Petrel was seen from 
the Mallaig-Lochboisdale ferry (25th). The 
Snowy Owl was occasionally reported from 
Hirta, St. Kilda. Three Two-barred Crossbills were 
in Langass Wood (1st) with others on Barra (1st) 
and in Ben Risary Plantation, North Uist (6th). 

OTHER SITES: Some 140 Common Scoters 
were in the Sound of Taransay (20th). A Quail 
was on the Udal peninsula (5th). Sooty 
Shearwaters included six from Ardvule (17th), 
with 20 off Vatersay (18th) and 48 (29th). 
Ospreys were at Ardroil (2nd & 10th), Loch 
Druidibeg (to 3rd) and Loch Bornish (28th). 
Curlew Sandpipers were at Scarasta (20th), Loch 
Paible (21st-22nd) and Kilpheder (28th-29th). A 
Green Sandpiper was at Tigharry (8th). Pectoral 
Sandpipers were at Ardvule and at LA2 
(30th-31st). Pomarine Skuas passed Brevig (19th), 
Cleat, Barra (24th) and the Pollochar (two, 30th). 
A Glaucous Gull was on Baleshare (2nd), near 
Rubh’ Arnal (13th) and at Loch Paible (22nd). 

An Iceland Gull was at Craigston (26th-29th). 

A Rose-coloured Starling visited Locheport. 
Autumns first Lapland Bunting was at 
Balranald (27th). 

Steve Duffield 


PERTH AND KINROSS 


HIGHLIGHTS: Loch Leven had Black-necked 
Grebe (21st), Garganey (8th), Marsh Harrier 
(17th-24th), Little Gull (20th), Scaup (21st), six 
Ospreys (24th), Ruff (17th) and Redstart (19th). 

A Quail was at Haugh of Kercock (4th). A Hobby 
was at Glen Quaich (13th). Canada Geese 
included 610 at Stormont Loch (17th) and 280 at 
Kingston (28th). Invergowrie Bay held 200 
Lapwings, 36 Dunlin, 326 Curlews and 400 
Redshanks (26th). A Green Sandpiper was near 
Blairgowrie (4th). A Whimbrel was at Powgavie 
(2nd). Twelve Swifts were at Errol (31st). A Barn 
Owl was at Clunie Loch (13th). Three Green 
Woodpeckers were at Portmoak Moss (7th). 

Scott Paterson (pkrecorder@the-soc.org.uk) [HQ 
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INTERVIEW 



What first sparked your 
interest in birdwatching, 
and when? 

I’ve always watched the birds 
passing over my garden. 

I used to like to wonder where 
they came from and where 
they were heading. As a 
small child, I loved to look up 
at them and try to imagine 
what it would be like to fly 
over and look back down on 
my garden, the village and its 
surrounding fields. 

Who was your birdwatching 

inspiration or mentor? 

Probably not a person you’d 
normally associate with 
birdwatching, but Charlie 
Hamilton James and his 
relationship with his local 
Kingfishers. I loved how one 
minute he explained that as 
a camera person you shouldn’t 
get involved with the birds 
you are filming, then a few 
moments later he runs across 
the garden to help a duckling 
separated from its parent. 

Do you bird alone or 
with a friend? 

Normally, with someone. 
There’s one person I went 
regularly with, who always 
amazed me with his ability to 
recognise bird song. I’d barely 
heard a thing while he would 
have already said what bird 
and whether it was an alarm, 
a contact or a flight call. 

Your dream bird to see? 

Snowy Owl. 







Your classic birder s lunch, 
grabbed from the petrol 
station shop? 

Greggs vegan sausage roll. 

Fieldfare or Redwing? 

Fieldfare. Although we get both 
locally, I love watching the huge 
numbers of Fieldfares that strip 
the Hawthorn bushes near my 
house. Last year, I got my mum 
to drive slowly along the road so 
I could film the clouds of them 
rising from the hedgerow. 

Favourite bird song or call? 

I have two - the Tawny Owl’s 
call always gets me on edge. We 
live close to woodlands and 
hardly a night passes without 
a Tawny calling in to the 
darkness. If we go away it seems 
strange not to be able to hear 
them. The second is the Raven. 

Birdwatching’s biggest myth 

or misconception? 

That you have to travel long 
distances to see interesting 
birds. Birds on your doorstep 
have just as captivating lives 
as any others. 

The best bird you’ve seen? 

Puffin. We spent time on 
Skomer Island a few years ago 
and it was great watching them 
come in to land. 

Identifying gulls - nightmare or 
a nice day out? 

Nightmare. I’ll be completely 
honest. I’m still 

comparatively a beginner in the 
birding world, so I’m not at all 
confident at identifying gulls. 
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A quick chat with... 

Alex White - 
Appleton Wildlife Diary 

Author of Get Your Boots On, a book aimed 
at encouraging young people, 
especially teenagers, to become more 
engaged with wildlife and nature. 


How do we encourage young 
people to watch birds? 

More focus in secondary 
schools, which in turn will 
need more funding, but the 
types of ‘forest schools’ and 
‘explorer clubs’, that are 
easily found in primary 
school years need to carry 
on during secondary school. 
Connection with nature 
during these stressful years 
could have a positive effect 
on mental health. Using 
technology would be a great 
way to engage with more young 
people; the sort of people who 
have grown up with social 
media, with apps, games and 
YouTube. QR codes at nature 
reserves could have up to date 
information, or interactive 
games using AR could capture 
the imagination of the young. 



Bogey bird that eludes you? 

Firecrest. I love to see Goldcrests 
close to my house, but it would 
great to see a Firecrest one day. 

The bird book you’d never be 
without? 

Collins BTO Guide to 
British Birds. 


Why do you love birdwatching, 
Pink-footed Goose or in three words? 

Barnacle Goose? Escapism, fun, thrilling. 

Barnacle Goose. 


The one place you’d love to go 
birdwatching? 

Orkney. 

One birding or conservation 

issue you feel strongly about? 

Loss of habitat in the 
UK. With new housing and 
roads appearing every month 
all over the UK, our wild areas 
are quickly disappearing. We 
often criticise other countries for 
cutting down rainforests, or 
more recently the burning of the 
Amazon, but sometimes it’s 
worth looking closer to home. 


Advice for birders taking part in 
our #My200BirdYear 
challenge? 

Remember it is always about the 
fun, if it isn’t enjoyable anymore 
then rethink why. 



About Alex 

■ Alex is a 16-year-old wildlife 
photographer, blogger, naturalist 
and environmentalist. 

Since the age of 10, he has won 
a number of photography 
competitions. He has appeared on 
panels and spoken to audiences 
about his love of wildlife, from small 


Your favourite birding spot? 

Farmoor Reservoir. It’s local 
to me which means I can just 
pop down. It also has some 
occasional surprise visitors. 


Your favourite bird joke? 

I don’t know any funny bird 
jokes but there are some 
hilarious bird memes aro u nd. 


The bird that annoys you most? 

I’m not sure any bird annoys me 
but it can quite frustrating when 
I’m trying to take photos and 
they move too quickly. 


« USING TECHNOLOGY WOULD BE A GREAT WAY TO 
ENGAGE WITH MORE YOUNG PEOPLE » 




local gatherings to BBC TV’s 
Springwatch Unsprung, 

Alex is passionate about British 
wildlife, and is keen to show 
through his photos and 
words, how easy it can be to 
discover the amazing 
birds a nd other wildlife 
on your doorstep. 
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Wilkinson 

Cameras 

www.wilkinson.co.uk 


NEW 

CHESTER 

STORE 

18 Frodsham St 
CHI 3JL 


GOOD QUALITY OPTICS BOUGHT FOR CASH, PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME AND FLEXIBLE FINANCE 
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01772 252188 
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SPOTTING SCOPES 


NATURE AT YOUR 

FINGERTIPS 



SPOTTING SCOPES 

Hawke offers 3 ranges of spotting scopes. Selected Endurance models feature ED 
glass in full size and compact configurations. Nature-Trek spotters feature a full size 
optical system in a short chassis. The Vantage Kit is a great entry point for newcomers. 

From £149 
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“...it matches 
many that come 
with much 
higher price 
tags in almost 
all areas...” 


ENDURANCE ED 20-60x85 
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VISION ACCOMPLISHED 


www.hawkeoptics.com/natu re 
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CELESTRON 


INTRODUCING 


NATUREDX 

BINOCULARS 



The greatest wonders of nature are often found in the smallest details. 

See them all more clearly with the new Celestron Nature OX ED. 





Find out more at celestron.COm 

Or contact Celestron in the UK on 0116 4671 200 


Binoculars available in 8x42,10x42,10x50 and 1MQ 
Starting from £219,99 SRP 












I f you’re new to birdwatching and looking to make the 
most of your new hobby, or if you’re an experienced 
birder thinking of upgrading your kit, then you’ll find 
plenty to interest and educate you in this guide. 

From deciding whether to invest in binoculars or a spotting 
scope (or both, of course), and choosing the individual 
models, to getting the best from your optics, there’s 
everything you need to make sure that you get the best 
views ever of the birds that you see. 

But there’s another important side to this all, too. More 
and more manufacturers are showing how producing high- 
quality equipment and bird food can directly support 
conservation, both through financial help and publicity, and 
by using environmentally-sound production processes. For 
all of us, that means that we can enjoy birdwatching in the 
knowledge that we’re also helping to 
conserve the birds we know and love. 

Matt Merritt, 

Editor 

Bird Watching Magazine 
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Getting the best out 



our optics 


Taking a few minutes to set up and care for your binoculars and 
scopes ensures you can fully enjoy their capabilities 


N o matter what brand, model or 
type of optics you’re using for 
birdwatching, you’ll get a huge 
amount more out of them by 
setting them up for your use 
properly, and by taking good care of them. 
So how should you go about doing so? 

Set the interpupillary distance 

This applies to binoculars only, and is the 
distance between the lenses in the two 
eyepieces. Everybody’s face is different, so 
take a few moments at the start of each 
birding session to adjust the hinge and get 
the distance right for your eyes. Remember, 
you’re looking for a perfectly circular image. 


0 -HAWKE’ 

rather than the horizontal ‘8’ used by film 
directors whenever they’re showing a view 
through bins! Get it right, and you get a 
brighter, clearer view, with less risk of any 
chromatic aberration or edge softness, and 
you’ll also help stop your eyes getting 
tired easily. 

Set the eye relief 

With both binoculars and scopes, this is 
about finding the right distance between the 
pupil of your eye(s) and the ocular lens. All 


Hawke binoculars have adjustable twist-up 
eyecups, so experiment with them in 
different positions to find the one that’s most 
comfortable, and which offers the fullest 
view. In general, glasses wearers will prefer 
the eyecups right down, but see what suits 
you best. 

Set the dioptre 

Most people’s eyes perform slightly 
differently from each other, and the dioptre 
is there to ensure that adjusting the focus 
wheel produces the same sharp image in 
both barrels of a pair of binoculars. In 
Hawke binoculars, it is located on the 
right barrel. 
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Twist-up eyecups 
help you set the eyi 
relief you need 


Frontier ED X 
8x42 binoculars 



Start by placing the dioptre setting 
in the 0, or neutral, position. Cover 
the right barrel with a lens cap, then 
rotate the focus wheel, while viewing 
a stationary object in the middle 
distance, until the image is as sharp 
as possible. But keep both eyes open, 
even though the right one is blocked. 

Keeping the focus wheel in exactly 
the same position, move the lens cap 
to the left barrel. Still keeping both 
eyes open, adjust the dioptre until the 
image is clean and sharp again, then 
lock or click it in place. 


Setting the strap length 

With binoculars, this is all about 
personal taste and comfort, but it’s 
usually rather shorter (and therefore 
higher) than you might imagine. If 
you’re going to be out in the field all 
day, you want the bins to lie flat 
against your chest, and not to swing 
around too much as you move. This 
usually helps you avoid them 
getting bangs and scratches, too - 
if they’re hanging down nearer to 
your waist, then they’ll probably 
take a battering. Wi 




Use the hinge to adjust 
the interpupillary 
distance 




Keep your optics clean and safe 


This is something that is easily forgotten 
when you first start binding, perhaps 
because you’re so keen to keep birdwatching 
every moment you can! But some birders are 
also nervous about potentially damaging 
their optics. 

In reality, it’s simple and not very 
time-consuming. When not in use, keep your 
optics in their carrying cases (stay-on cases, 
where scopes are concerned), and keep the 
objective lens covers and eyepiece covers/ 
rainguards on too. 


Once out in the field, though, remember 
to clean your optics regularly. Most times this 
is done simply by breathing some moisture 
onto the lens, then using the lens cloth 
supplied by Hawke to wipe in a gentle 
circular motion. 

Every now and then, however, you 
should do a more thorough clean. Use a 
soft brush or a lens blower to remove the 
worst dust or debris. You’ll be amazed how 
much more you see just by keeping your 
optics in top condition. 



Hawke’s range of binoculars are waterproof, meaning that lenses 
can be easily and safely cleaned, and shrug off excess water 
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LEICATRINOVID 10x42 HD 


LEICATRINOVID 10x32 HD 


LEICATRINOVID 10x25 BCA 


LEICATRINOVID. 

RUGGED AND RELIABLE 
ALL-ROUNDERS. 


With Leica, each viewing becomes an unforgettable experience. 
Find out more atwww.leica-sportoptics.com 


- ■ Leica is proud to support the Wildfowl & Wetland Trust’s 

WWT ‘Saving the Spoon-billed Sandpiper’ project. 


Leica Store Mayfair 64-66 Duke Street W1K 6JD www.leica-sportoptics.com 





















• uk.leica-camera.com 



There are lots of factors to consider when you’re choosing 
your binoculars, so let us help you make the right decision 


C hoosing a binocular is one of the 
most important purchasing 
decisions a birder will make. 

A good pair of binoculars should 
last a lifetime and prove a solid 
investment over many years. There are many 
considerations to be taken into account, such 
as price, magnification, objective lens size, 
weight, and field of view. The key to finding 
the most suitable pair is ascertaining the best 
compromise for all your needs and choosing 
one that works for you. 

Price 

The Leica Trinovid HD range is a proven 
entry model into the world of premium 
optics, starting from £825 for the 8x32 
model. They have a reputation for being very 
robust and impact-resistant. However, for 
a researcher, professional birder or keen 


amateur the best in the market for all-round 
optimum performance is the Noctivid, 
which retails from £2,200. 

Magnification 

It’s all in the detail. Think how far you are 
likely to be from your subjects and how 
much detail you want to see from a 
distance. Will you be using the binoculars 
predominantly in the garden, or do you plan 
on taking them on expeditions? For 
bird-ringers, and people who like to read the 
rings on birds’ legs, higher magnifications 
are essential. Leica’s most powerful fixed 
binocular is the Ultravid HD Plus 12x50, 
retailing at £2,250. Remember though, the 
lower the magnification, the easier it is to 
hold the binoculars steady, and you also 
tend to see a wider view - this is known as 
field of view. 


Weight 

Although the popular objective (front lens 
diameter) size for birders has traditionally 
been a 42mm, 32mm models are becoming 
increasingly more popular as they are 
lighter and more compact, while still 
offering superb image quality. Birders 
looking at long treks might even opt for a 
compact. Leica offer the smallest premium 
binoculars on the market in both Trinovid 
and Ultravid models. 

Colour neutrality 

This is where Leica excels. Leica sport 
optics have always offered accurate colour 
fidelity, which is crucial when a bird’s 
identification is dependent of subtle 
differences in feather colour. Chromatic 
aberration is kept to a minimum in all 
conditions. 
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Weather/lighting conditions 

If you are using the binoculars in low light, 
then you will benefit from a larger objective 
lens such as 42mm as it allows more light 
to reach your eye than a 32mm objective 
lens, resulting in a brighter visible image. 

In brighter lighting conditions, however, 
the difference between 42mm and 32mm 
can be negligible so you may prefer to 
benefit from the smaller physical size of 
the 32mm. 

All Leica full size binoculars are fully 
waterproof and filled with nitrogen to 
eliminate internal misting of the lens 
surfaces. When used in poor conditions 
the optical quality of the Leica Noctivid 
with its high light transmission really 
comes into play. 



Jamie McPherson is a wildlife documentary 
cameraman, producer and director and has 
worked on may landmark series and films 
including The Hunt, Planet Earth and most 
recently Netflix’s Our Planet. 

He said: “I have been lucky enough to own a 
pair of Leica binoculars since the age of 20 and 


they are a vital piece of kit for my work. I’m a 
wildlife cameraman, but the first step in filming 
any animal is to find it in the first place, so I 
spend hours searching for wildlife in a variety 
of environments all over the world. My first pair 
of binoculars were the Leica Ultravid 8x32, 
which were fantastic as a lightweight option 
with excellent image clarity. I think they would 
have lasted forever as they were really well 
made and tough but sadly, they were the victim 
of an incident with a Polar Bear and are now 
sitting under the sea ice in the Arctic. 

“I replaced them with the Ultravid 10x42 
which gives me slightly more magnification but 
are still lightweight and robust. Although I have 
added the Leica floating carry strap to this pair 
to ensure that they remain on the surface! 


“I’ve used my binoculars to find everything 
from Polar Bears to wild dogs in Africa, tigers 
in India and Orca in the Antarctic; last year 
they travelled with me to six continents. For 
anyone looking to travel to see wildlife, 
binoculars are an essential accessory that 
can make a substantial difference to the 
holiday experience. 

“At £2,000 the Leica Ultravid HD-Plus 
10x42 may be expensive but it’s an investment 
worth making as they will hopefully be with you 
for life...as long as you don’t have a run in with 
a Polar Bear! 

To follow Jamie and his expeditions around 
the world go to @JamieMcPherson on twitter 
and Byjamiemcpherson on Instagram or visit 

www.jamiemcpherson.com 
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Fits available for these brands... 





Leica 

Televid 


Swarovski ATM/S 
80 & ^65 


Swarovski 

BTX 

SKUA Case 


Kite Optics SP-80 


Swarovski 
ATX also 
available 

The cases shown are 
examples of what is 
available. 

Please contact us to 
discuss whether your 
scope has a case to fit. 


:r 


oakwoodoptix.co.uk 

E: info@oakwoodoptix.co.uk 
T: 07930 335 419 


Versions for most current scopes, including Swarovski ATX and 
BTX, plus some older models available 


Why Stand When 
You Can Sit And * 
Wait For The 
Birds? 


Walkstool 


With Walkstool you can take a truly comfortable, light and easy to carry seat with 
you at all times. There are two ranges to choose from based on your budget, but all 
are made to the same exacting standards in Walkstool's factory in Sweden. 





BASIC BASIC Comfort 

50cm/20" 60cm/24" 75cm/30" 




* * * 

Comfort Comfort Comfort 

65cm/26" 55cm/22" 45cm/18" 


The Comfort range has large seats, telescopic legs and large rubber feet - and is 
available in four different heights so there is one to suit you. Each comes with it's own 
carry bag, a 'Steady' accessory is also available which prevents sinking on soft ground, is 
useful on slippery surfaces and generally helps maintain a longer life for your Walkstool. 

The Basic range is available in two different heights, has slightly smaller seats and 
rubber feet, but retains the telescopic legs. Ideal if you cannot justify spending on the 
Comfort model, if for instance, it would only see occasional use. 

PRICES START AT £39.99. Available now from... 


0AKW00D0PTIX.C0.UK 

E: info@oakwoodoptix.co.uk 
T: 07930 335 419 
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WKSsmm 


FOR ULTIMATE 
CAMERA GRIP 


this is the most versatile sports 
glove on the market today- 

—m check our website 


MACWET GLOVES PROVIDE: 

• Incredilble touch and feel - you won't realise you're wearing them! 

• Unrivalled grip in dry, wet or humid conditions 

• The perfect fit - available in 14 sizes 

• A choice of 6 colours, two styles and two cuff lengths 

• Durablility - machine washable and long-lasting 


"They fit like a glove has never been so 
apt; using a professional camera 
you need good grip and dexterity, they 
enable me to feel the camera 
controls like my own skin but with the 
added bonus of keeping my 
hands warm and dry." 

Pat Felon, ITV Cameraman. 


TO ORDER CALL: 0845 6039075 EMAIL: INFO@MACWET.COM I WWW.MACWET.COM 


GLOVES 
















BY APPOINTMENT TO 
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
SWAROVSKI OPTIK 
SUPPLIER OF BINOCULARS 




LIMITLESS 

PERFECTION 


SWAROVSKI 

OPTIK 


SEE THE UNSEEN 


■^8 gf/ifel 











# uk.swarovskioptik.com 





A vision of getting closer to nature than ever while treating 
it with the care and respect it deserves 


ince its foundation in 1949, 
Swarovski Optik has specialised 
in the production and innovation 
of premium quality, high- 
precision optical instruments at 
its base in Absam, in the Austrian Tyrol. 

Our conservation work 

Swarovski is also about more than just 
superb optics for observing wildlife. Its 
company philosophy is one with 
environmentally-friendly production at its 
heart, and it has a long-term commitment to 
conservation projects around the world, as 
well as being a long-term sponsor of the 
British Birdwatching Fair. So, if you buy 
Swarovski products, you know weVe aiming 
to help people to love nature, and 


Many of these, such as the EL binoculars 
and the ATX and BTX families of spotting 
scopes, have proved ground-breaking, and 
helped change the way we observe birds, 
and nature more generally. 

“Constantly improving what is good,” has 


encouraging them to treat it with care and 
respect. We make every effort in our daily 
work and as a company as a whole to live and 
operate according to this vision. Our aim is to 
get even more people to love nature and its 
beauty, thus helping them put nature 
conservation into practice in their everyday 
lives. We believe that people are particularly 
committed to protecting and preserving what 
they love. 


been the company’s motto right from the 
start, with a focus on exceeding customers’ 
expectations and surprising them with the 
quality of the products, and the superb 
customer service and after-care offered. 

All products are manufactured with 
ultra-precise tolerances of less than a hair’s 
breadth, which along with high-precision 
lenses and prisms assure optical perfection. 

Our products and innovations 

Here are just some of our innovations that 
have transformed the way you can see 
nature... 

Our SWAROVISION technology redefined 
the concept of optical quality, with Field 
Flattener lenses providing sharpness right 
to the very edge of the image, fluoride- 
containing HD lenses reducing colour- 
fringing to negligible levels, and optimised 
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SWAROVSKI 


Kl5EL50gruen Lead 


K13 ATX 30-70x95 Seite 


K16BTX 85mm Seite 


coatings ensuring maximum colour fidelity. 
Large amounts of eye relief also guarantee 
a full field of view for glasses-wearers. 

The modular design of our ATX/BTX 
spotting scope range offers great flexibility 
so that you have the right set-up for 
whatever wildlife-watching situation you 
find yourself in. There are 65mm, 85mm 
and 95mm objective lens modules to choose 
from, and these can be teamed up with 
either the ATX eyepiece module, or our 
latest innovation, the astonishing BTX 

The BTX eyepiece module provides you 
with the most intense viewing experience 
ever, because it allows you to use both eyes 
- without any squinting at all! The 


advantage of this 
is that the image 
seems more 
natural than 
ever, with even 
greater depth and 
definition, while it’s 
also far less tiring on 
the eyes, enabling you to 
maintain concentration and to focus on 
a subject for hours on end, revealing more 
detail than you ever imagined possible. 

And there’s a Swarovski product for every 
birder, from the CL binoculars, perfect for 
those who like to birdwatch while 
travelling or enjoying other pursuits, 



through the long-proven SLC range, to 
the EL binoculars, plus the versatile 
ATX/BTX scope range. 

Our philosophy 

The notion of quality is given meticulous 
consideration at Swarovski Optik, and goes 
beyond purely technical aspects. The whole 
package matters to us - outstanding optics, 
functionality, ergonomics, design, service 
- all of which must be perfectly 
harmonized, because the actual value of 
a product is revealed in its daily use. If 
you like a product, use it often, and have 
enjoyed it for many years, then it is of 
lasting value. And that’s why so many 
people have chosen Swarovski Optik - 
because they know that it is an investment 
for life. GQ 
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t www.vikingoptical.co.uk 




High quality products, and a commitment to conservation 

right across the world 


V iking Optical Ltd 
came into being 
in January 
1986 and has 
grown steadily 
to become one of the 
leading independent UK 
importers and distributors of 
optical equipment. The VIKING 
brand is now widely available in 
the UK and the equipment regularly 
receives positive reviews in the birding 
press and elsewhere. 

Consistent high quality is very 
important and every item of equipment 
goes through a strict Quality Control 
procedure before despatch. Instrument 
repairs and servicing is now handled 
in-house by skilled technicians and a 
repair service is offered for most brands 




Viking 

t Optical, 


of equipment from pre-war to current 
models. In particular, the company 
has stocks of spare parts for Carl 
Zeiss Jena binoculars, such as 
Jenoptem and Dekarem models. 


Product range 

v A new range of binoculars and 
scopes was launched last year and 
has been very well received. The 
flagship PEREGRINE binoculars have 
been particularly successful as they 
offer unrivalled performance at an 
affordable price. 


Supporting 


the RSPB and other 


For the past 23 years, the company has 
sourced and supplied the RSPB’s range of 
binoculars, telescopes and accessories. 


Most of the reserves have optical days 
during the year where customers can try 
out and compare equipment before they 
buy and Viking Optical staff are often 
present to offer expert advice. 

More recently, the company has worked 
closely with other Birdlife International 
partners, notably SEO in Spain and LPO 
in France. 

Conservation support 

For the past 13 years, the company has 
been joint main sponsor of the British 
Birdwatching Fair at Rutland Water and 
has, in collaboration with Birdlife 
International, given substantial financial 
support to the improvement of the habitat 
of two critically endangered species. 
(Seychelles Paradise Flycatcher and the 
Indian Forest Owlet). iQ 
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EXTEND YOUR HORIZONS 


Viking 

' Optical/ 




Kestrel 

8x32 • 8x42 • 10x42 

ED Glass • Dielectric Coating • Phase Corrected • Weight 509-674g 

from £199.95 



To find your nearest Viking stockist please visit www.vikingoptical.CO.uk 

Viking Optical Ltd, Blyth Road, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8EN • sales@vikingoptical.co.uk • Telephone 01986 875315 



f HamaUKLtd 
(D hama_unitedkingdom 
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www.meade.com 


• Hama UK 
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# www.meade.com 




B inoculars and spotting scopes: 

both essentially performing the 
same function, yet with clear 
differences in terms of 
appearance and application. 
When starting out, many birdwatchers will 
immediately default to a pair of binoculars, 
thinking that they are more appropriate for 
their ability level. While this may be true 
in terms of their ease to direct and focus, 
spotters such as the Meade Wilderness 
20-60x80mm, can also be surprisingly 
simple to set-up and use, tailored to all 
ages and abilities. 

The choice of equipment should be 
driven first and foremost by the purpose for 
which it is intended to be used. For 
example, if most observations are made 
from home or other fixed location where 
there is ample opportunity to set up a 
sturdy base, a spotter would be a wise 
choice, providing greater magnification and 
detail than a pair of binoculars. Spotters 
also prove useful where the birds in 
question are likely to be staying put, or in 
large flocks where higher power is required 
to identify and distinguish between key 


®MEADE 

v ® / INSTRUMENTS 

Distributed by hama 

species and characteristics. Mounted on a 
tripod, spotters alternatively function as a 
high-magnification telescopic camera lens 
(camera mount included with all Meade 
Wilderness spotters), perfect for nature and 
landscape photography. 

On the other hand, where time is of 
the essence and birds need to be swiftly 
located and observed in the field, the 
extensive field of view of binoculars can 
give them the edge. Binoculars provide the 
kind of convenient hand-held portability 
required on long hikes and wet/rugged 
terrain less fitting for the more sizeable 
spotter. Rubber armored, nitrogen-purged 
and water/fog-proof, both spotters and 
binos tend to feature at least some 
degree of protection against the elements, 
though the deep-set, textured non-slip 
design of Meade Wilderness and Rainforest 
Pro binoculars certainly makes them the 


more resilient choice for travel. An 
adjustable neck strap, carry case and 
rubber lens caps included as standard 
also provide added security against loss 
and damage. 

So, which one is best? 

Planning on a static stake-out, or 
identifying and photographing detailed 
views of hard to recognise species? Then 
a spotter is for you. Avid rambler or outdoor 
adventurer looking to catch a quick glimpse 
of rare birds on the go, or short on baggage 
or storage space? Choose binos. 

However, in the birdwatching world, not 
everything is black or white. Perhaps, like 
many birders, you frequently find yourself 
drawn into both scenarios. What then? 

Both optically advantageous, relatively 
inexpensive pieces of kit, packing BOTH 
spotter and binoculars in their repertoire 
allows budding birders to take full 
advantage of every rare sighting, every 
precious detail, every impulsive viewing. 
Possessing both portable, wide FOV and 
exceptional clarity at any given moment, 
the best advice? There’s no need to 
choose at all. 9 
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wild bird food 

£ft°w * MAfce * DeUivefi 


The best value wild bird food 
direct from our family-run farm... 

• Homemade products 

• No wheat, no grow mixes ^Hj 

• Championing sustainability 

• Recyclable packaging 

• Seed mixes developed 
with an Ornithologist 



★★★★★ 4.9/5 
Rated EXCELLENT by our customers 
Over 2,500 TrustedShops reviews 


"Rest assured that when 
it comes to quality of 
products, pricing and service, 
Ivel Valley have it sorted 
- Ivel Valley Customer 
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Take a look at some of the products below, recommended by our Ornithologist for being high in energy, 
protein and healthy oils for year-round feeding. 



PREMIUM SUNFLOWER 
HEARTS 


INSECT & MEALWORM 
SUET PELLETS 


DRIED 

MEALWORMS 


BLACK SUNFLOWER 
SEEDS 


SAVE 10% off your next order over £40! Use discount code IVELOCT1 0 (Code expires 30/11/2019) 

To order go to our website WWW# ivelvalleybirdfood.co.uk 

FREE NEXT WORKING DAY DELIVERY WHEN YOU ORDER BY 2PM (T&Cs apply) 
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Purveyors of sustainable farming & expert bird food 




S ustainability is the buzzword 

right throughout all sectors and 
especially when it comes to food 
and farming. 

For James and Nick Parrish, 
sustainable farming has elevated the 
Parrish’s farm from a family-run farm 
growing onions and shallots to an award¬ 
winning sustainable business growing and 
supplying some of the best wild bird food 
available on the UK market today. 

Ivel Valley Bird Food has swept up a host 
of awards over the last four years, including 
The Best Wild Bird Food Supplier 2019 (UK 
Enterprise Awards 2019), all of which are a 
testament to the hard work and passion the 
brothers have put into growing their 
sustainably-run bird food business. 

Nesting in Bedfordshire 

The Parrish farm is nestled in the 
beautiful British countryside and as you 
ramble down a country lane into the 
heart of Bedfordshire’s Ivel Valley, you 
can see why the family have worked hard 
to adapt and preserve the farm in its 
historic surroundings. 

The sandy soils of the Ivel Valley have 
been ideal for vegetable production, with 
the Parrish farm originally growing brussel 
sprouts in the 1970s. Nowadays, you’ll most 
likely know the Parrish’s for supplying 
much of the UK with onions, shallots and 
the occasional potato. However, in 2014, the 
Parrish brothers discovered that the 
nutrient-rich soil adapted well to cereals 
and seeds. 

Since then, the farmers at Ivel Valley Bird 
Food have experimented with a number of 
ingredients for bird seed mixes. From 
quinoa, sunflower seeds, and popcorn to 
wheat (for flour), maize and oats; all the 
seed reaped from the Bedfordshire farm 
goes into creating Ivel Valley Bird Food 
mixes. And to ensure their wild birds get 
all the nutrition they need; every recipe 
has been developed in conjunction with 
an ornithologist. 


Sustainable farming 

Despite significant growth since its 
inception in the mid 2010’s, Ivel Valley has 
strived to preserve the heart of the Parrish 
farm, combining its historic infrastructure 
with modern technology. The original farm 
buildings now house offices and state of 
the art produce stores, powered by 
renewable energy from the farm’s solar 
panels and wind turbines, highlighting 
the Parrish’s dedication to being a 

Food fit for a beak 

In a market saturated with low quality, 
wheat-based bird seed mixes, James and 
Nick realised the importance of ensuring 
our native birds are fed on high-quality food 
all year round. 

They enlisted the help of Mike Smith, the 
farms expert ornithologist, who has an MSc 
in Ornithology, specifically studying the 
supplementary feeding of garden birds. 
Mike consulted on the development of 
the 5-A-Day Ready Peck seed and suet 
range which is built around 5 key 
ingredients; suet, oats, seeds, nuts and 
either fruit or insects, with the aim of 


sustainable and thriving business. 

“Sustainability is always at the core of 
what we do” says James Parrish “which is 
why we have adopted precision farming 
techniques throughout the farm to 
optimise resources required to grow all of 
our crops including; wheat, millet, 
sunflower seeds, onions, shallots, and 
potatoes. Renewable energy is used to help 
run the stores with over 400kw of solar 
panels installed over the farm. We also 


minimising waste and maximising energy 

All of Ivel Valleys own seed mixes are 
wheat-free, with ingredients chosen for their 
high nutritional value, including the specialty 
mixes for Robins, Finches, and Tits which 
have particular feed and feeder requirements. 

As well as seed mixes, the team behind Ivel 
Valley Bird Food also produce, often by hand, 
their complete range of suet products. Each 
suet pellet, ball, block and coconut, is made 
from the finest quality suet and mixed with 
homegrown seeds and healthy additives, such 
as insects and fruit, to make a suet product^, 
that’s full of nutrients for wild birds. 
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have our wind turbine and even use water 
from our reservoir to irrigate our farms.” 

All produce grown on the farm is grown 
under the L.E.A.F. (Linking Environment 
and Farming) protocol. The LEAF approach 
is built around the whole-farm principles of 
Integrated Farm Management, which 
achieves a balance between the best 
modern technology and sound traditional 
methods, whilst enriching the environment 
and, most importantly, the soil. 

All of Ivel Valley’s fields are 
surrounded by various cover crops that 
encourage biodiversity and wildlife 
around the Bedfordshire countryside, 
attracting several species of rare birds, 
mammals and reptiles to the farm. 

Over the course of a year you won’t 
struggle to spot Sky Larks, Chinese Water 
Deer, Oystercatchers, Egyptian Geese, 
House Martins, Lapwings, Waxwings, Sand 
Martins, Blackcaps, Shelducks, Mandarins, 



Arctic Terns, Little Ringed Plover, Reed 
Bunting, Nuthatches, Treecreepers, 
Yellowhammers, Muntjacs, Mistle 
Thrushes, Stonechats, Greenshanks, Great 
Crested Grebes, or Corn Buntings. 

For Ivel Valley Bird Food the future looks 
bright, as they continue to work towards 



sustainability and continuing to keep 
British birds healthy and happy. Currently, 
95% of Ivel Valley’s packaging is fully 
recyclable paper or plastic, and with a goal 
of changing that figure to 100% by the end 
of 2020, Ivel Valley are striving to keep the 
planet happy, too. USQ 
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SWAR0VSK1 

OPTIK 

Premium optics from one of the 
world's leading manufacturers. 
Their constant quest for 
perfection shows through in their 
products from the incredible 
EL binoculars through to the 
revolutionary BTX eyepiece and 
scope. 

In-stock and on display in our 
Bournemouth and Salisbury 
stores. 




Cameras® 


A Different Perspective 


optics specialist 
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0 CELESTRON 


Celestron binoculars and scopes 
are a great, budget conscious 
entry point into the wonderful 
world of optics . With models to 
suit every user's needs, including 
the fantastic mini hummingbird 
scopes, ideal for bird watching. 

In-stock and on display in our 
Bournemouth and Salisbury 

stores. 


HUGE RANGE OF BINOCULARS AND SCOPES IN-STOCK FROM 



0+ CELESTRON 

jWAROVSKI 


Canon 

VORTCK 

M 

Nikon 



OPTIK 

Seeing beyond 





.Castle 

Cameras 
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www.castlecameras.co.uk 


Bournemouth - 01202 526606 
329 Wimborne Road, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2AD 

Salisbury -01722 339909 
11 Endless Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP1 1DL 


Castle Cameras acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products from Secure Trust Bank PLC trading 
as VI2 Retail Finance. Castle Cameras is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Our registration number is 631924. Credit provided subject to age and status. 
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THE BIRDER'S STORE 

Run by birders for birders 

www.birders-store.co.uk 


We stock the UK’s largest range of birding optics and 
accessories for all budgets including: ACUTER, BARR & 
STROUD, BRESSER, CELESTRON, COUNTRY INNOVATION, 
CULLMANN, HAWKE, HELIOS, HILKINSON, KITE, KOWA, 
LEICA, MEADE, MINOX, OLIVON, OPTECH, OPTICRON, 
PRAKTICA, STEINER, SWAROVSKI, TILLEY HATS, 
VANGUARD, VELBON, VIKING, VISIONARY, VORTEX & ZEISS, 
together with a large range of books and DVDs. 


4a King Charles Place, St Johns, Worcester WR2 5AJ • Tel: 01905 312877 
Email: sales@birders-store.co.uk • Open: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 5pm 




HUGE SAVINGS on selected 
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K Optical 


inoculars 



Vistron Pro 10x42 
RRP £269.95 
Our Price £139 


ED-S 8x42 
RRP £329 

Our Price £149 


ED-FF 8x42 & 10x42 
RRP £449 
Our Price £249 


FOLLOW US: Q @BirdersStore 13 @birdersstore @ birdersstore Q The Birders Store 


01225 466364 
16 Green Street, Bath 
BA1 2JZ 


/tea- 

l I OPTICS 


www.aceoptics.co.uk 

sales@aceoptics.co.uk 


Here at Ace Optics we offer an extensive range of the 
finest optical & photographic equipment 


4 

SWAROVSKI 

OPTIK 

PREMIER DEALER 



OPTICS 

Authorised 

Dealer 


With over 30 years of experience we can offer the best 
advice and service whether it's buying your first camera or 
upgrading to the latest state of the art optics. 



v 

AVIAfl 


V. 

SYSTEM 

AUTHORISED DEALER 



You can find many top brands such as Avian, Canon, 
Leica, Minox, Panasonic, Swarovski, Vortex and many 
more at our store in Bath or on our web site, all at the 
most competitive prices. 

We carry a wide range of used binoculars, scopes, 
cameras, lenses and accessories all quality checked by 
our experienced staff. If you have any old equipment 
we are happy to offer a Part exchange. 
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OPTICS WEEKENDS 

AT THE WATERS'EDGE 

Large range of binoculars, 
spotting scopes and accessories. 

Try before you buy while enjoying 
scenic views across the park. 

Enquiries Mon-Fri: 

01724 782 022 

Visit the website for more details: 

www.northernoptics.co.uk 




.nwi —im _, 

NatureShop 

bringing wildlife closer 


The best way to carry your tripod & telescope 



SCOPAC PLUS SCOPAC LITE 


Kite Skua cases are designed to 
fit a range of telescopes 
including 

Swarovski, Leica, Kowa & Zeiss 
Made of tough but durable 
neoprene these cases are 
waterproof and add significant 
protection to the bodywork and 
glass of your spotting scope 


Dalegate Market, Burnham Deepdale, Norfolk PE31 8FB 

01485 211223 

Open 7 days a week 10am-5pm or order on-line 
Free parking - Cafe 


ft 


www.onestopnature.co.uk 


3BSOD 




Visit our website to see the whole range of nest 
and wildlife cameras IWWBRflgBffHIWSW 


The smart way to 
watch natures grea test 
moments 


or call our sales line on 










OFFER: Sav« oves* £7 on the Flutter Butter 5 Starter Pack 

Just £15.95 ;10.95 and£U5 £1.99 P&P 
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Food 


There's a smart 
new way to 
feed your 
garden birds 


Three easy ways to order: 


Flutter Butter® Pods are the easiest way 
to serve this wholesome wonder food. 

Packed with energy and naturally low in 
salt, this "peanut butter for birds" boosts 
cold-weather survival rates. 

Just twist in a Pod and 
watch hungry birds flock. 




Get the Flutter Butter® Starter Pack 

for just £10.95 and £1.99 P&P - a saving of 
over £7, Includes 6 Pods and top-selling feeder. 

Quote code: 93XE 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


P ' ~ y i\ 

Wonder 


• livingwithbirds.com/starterpack 


Address 


• 0800 072 0130 

Send this order form to FREEPOST RT|L-VTRA-YZTK, 
Jacobi Jayne & Co, Herne Bay CT6 7LQ 

Quote code 93XE when ordering online or by phone 
to receive your exclusive Starter Pack discount 


Qty 

Price 

Total 


Flutter Butter* Starter Pack with 

6 Pods + Feeder 

tf£95£1G.95 


Post & packing 

£4rT5£1.99 

£1.99 


Grand total 



Postcode_Telephone_ 

M or?# tiitdtfl tax tfrfetowy rfifflfiMrirs. 

Email_ 

Two ways to pay (please select one): 



I enclose a cheque/PO for £ 


made payable to Jacobi Jayne & Company. 


2 Please debit my card (Visa/Visa 0ebit/Mastercard/Maestro) by the grand total 
Card Number 


Expires mm y^yy | issue N 1 


CVV 


Um} digits on 
bad. of card 

Another qimhty prodwtl from 


Signature 


Living 

EillBirds 





































































Nikon 


SPORT 

OPTICS 

NATURE 


europe-nikon. com/sportoptics 




DRIVEN FOR 
THE MOMENT 


IT'S W * 
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MONARCH C 

8x30/10x30 


THE NEW MONARCH HG 30MM. 

PERFORMANCE. IN A NEW LIGHT. 

Following in the footsteps of its award-winning 42mm siblings, our 
featherweight MONARCH HG 30mm series delivers the same class-ruling 
optical performance and unrivalled ruggedness - in a compact body. 
Experience the difference MONARCH HG will make in your next adventure. 











